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STV TTESIAdaA TOL KATW POL TOoL AXEPOVTA, OE EVav Xa-
HNAG Bpaxwdn Ao TTAVW ard To ONUEPIVO XwpPLd Me-
ocomotapog Tov Nopob MpeBslag, BPIoKETAL 0 apyalo-
AOYIKOG XWPOC Tou Nekpopavteiov. O XwWPoc TTEPIACLL-
BAVEL £Va EVTUTTWOIAKO KTNPLIAKO CLUYKPOTNUA TWV EA-
ANVIOTIKWY XPOVWY, TTOL KOAUTITEL €KTACN TEPITTOU
TPIWV OTPEUUATWY. TO CLUYKPOTNUA TTIEPIKAEIETAL ATTO
0PBOYWVIO TIEPIBOAO Kalt £XEL WC TTLPAVA HiA TETPAYW-
vn TTUPYOOXNIUN KATACKELT, N OTToia TTEPIBAAAETAL ATTo
81adpOLOLG Kal TETPAYWVOLE XWPOoULE. Mavw oTo Ke-
VIPIKO TUAUA TOL EPETWHEVOL EANNVICTIKOV CLYKPO-
TAMATOG 1BPLBNKE KATA TOLG METABLTAVTIVOUG XPO-
voug N Movn Ayiou lwavvn tou Mpodpopou AvkoLpe-
ong, amod Tov orolo SlATnEElTal CAUEPA TO KABOAIKO,
OTOV TUTTO TOL ATTAOL LLOVOXWPEOL EVAOCTEYOL VAIOKOU,
sVWw ToV 190 dl. KATAOKELAOTNKE, OS UIKPN AnmdoTaon
aro ToV VAo, HEUOVWEVN OXLPT KATOIKIA (KOLALQ).

H 8€on gpsuvnBnKe LTTO TNV atyida TG v ABrvaig Ap-
XaloAoykn¢ Etatpeiag kat Tov Mavemotnuiov lwavvi-
VWV aro Tov kabnyntn . Adkapn, o oToilog pe Baon TIG
APXALEG TTNYEG KAL TA AVACKAPIKA ELEMAMATA TAVTIOE TO
ENNVIOTIKO CUYKPOTNA LIE TO NSK‘pouavrsio r Nekvo-
Havteio tou Axepovta. Mapd TG AvTIOsTEC amoyElC
TIOL €XOLV SIATLTTWOEL Yla TN XPNOoN TOL CLUYKPOTALA-
Tog, lval yeyovog ma n oOvSeon, otn cuveldnon Tou
KOLVOU, TOU APXALOAOYIKOU XWPOUL UE TOo apyaio Ne-
kpouavteio. Kata ta £tn 1978-1979 npavuaTOWOLﬁén-
KAV £PYACIEC SIAMOPPWONE TOL XWPEOU, O OTIOIOC EKTO-
Te I?\Sltoupysi WG OPYAVWEVOC Kal ETOKEWILOC. MAAL-
oTa, AOYw TNE OLVSECHC TOL LE TOLG apyaiovg HLBoULG,
EXELATTOKTAOEL LEYAAN (AN KAl Elval IBIAITEPA TIPOOPI-
A OTO KOWO.

PREFACE

In the valley of the downstream of the river Acheron, on a
low rocky hill overlooking the modern day village
Mesopotamos, in the Perfecture of Preveza, lies the ar-
chaeological site of the Nekromanteion. The site in-
cludes an impressive complex of the Hellenistic period,
covering a surface of just under 3 acres. The complex is
surrounded by a rectangular enclosure with a square
tower-shaped construction at its centre which is itself
surrounded by corridors and square spaces. In the post-
Byzantine era, the Monastery of Ag. loannis (Saint John
the Baptist) of Lykouresi was built on the central part of
the deserted Hellenistic complex. The catholicon is all
that remains of the monastery today; it belongs to the
type of the simple, one-space temple with a: wooden
roof, while in the 19th c. a single fortified residence (kou-
lia) was built at a short distance from the temple.

The site was excavated under the auspices of the Athens
Archaeological Society and the University of loannina,
by Professor S. Dakaris. Based on ancient sources and
the excavation finds, he identified the Hellenistic com-
plex with the Nekromanteion or the Nekyomanteion of
Acheron. Despite the contrary views expressed con-
cerning the use of the complex, this archaealogical site
has been associated in the conscience of the public with
the ancient Nekromanteion. During 1978-1979 the site
was rearranged, and it has operated ever since as an or-
ganized venue accessible to the public. In fact, due to its
connection with ancient myth, it has acquired a great
reputation and is now a particularly popular site.

On the hill of Xylokastro, at a small distance from the ar:
chaeological site of the Nekromanteion, lies the Myce-



Mavw otov AO(po ZLAOKAOTPO, O UIKPH ATTOCTACH ATTO
TOV APXALOAOYIKO XWPO ToL Nekpopavteiov, BplokeTat
N HLKNVAIKA AKPOTTIOAN TNG EpupPAc. ZTov AOpo cwlo-
VTAL TA KATAAOUTA 8V0 OUOKEVTPWY OXLPWLATIKWY TTE-
PIBOAWY, TTOL XpovoAoyouvTal TNV YoTEPosANASIKA
ETToxr], Kal EVOC TPITOL ECWTEPIKOV, TWV EANNVICTIKWV
XPOVWV. TO ONUAVTIKOTEPO EVPNIA TOL XWPOL ATTOTE-
AOLV TPEIC TAPIKOL TUUPBOL, TTOL TIEPLEKAEIAV TAPEG UE Ai-
yd, aAAd ONUAvTIKA yld TNV €psuva KTeplopata tng
Yotepng Emoxng tou XaAkol. O Xwpog EXEL TAVTICTEL
pE TNV opnpikn «<E@LPN» TTov avagpepstal otnv O8Lo-
OELa ATTO TOV TTPWTO AVACKAPEM TOU, TOV SWT. AdKapn.
AVTIOETA LIE TOV APXALOAOYIKO XWPO ToL NEKPOUAVTEL-
ou, N EpLpa &gv LTTAPEE TTOTE XWPOE ETTIOKEPILOG yia
TO KOWO KAl TIAPEUEVE OTO UEYAAUTEPO HEPOC TNG KA-
ALLLEVN aTTo TTLKVA BAdOTNON.

Katd tn didpkela Twy etwv 2011-2015 vAoTToOnKe aro
™ Al Eqopeia Mpolotopikwy kal KAaoikwv Apxalotn-
TWV apXIKa kataro tnv Eqopeia Apxatothtwy MpgRetag
OTN CUVEXELA TO £PYO «AVASEIEN APXAOAOYIKUIIV XWPWV
NekpopavTteiov kat EpUPacy, EVIAYUEVO GTO ETTIXELQN-
OLAKO TTPOYPAUA «<AVTAYWVICTIKOTNTA KAt ETXEIpnUaTL-
kOTNTA» ToL EXMA, pe rpoirmoAoylopo 2.400.00,00€. To
£PYO0 OTOXELE 0TNV 0VVEECN VO YEITOVIKWV KAl ATTO KOL-
VOU KNPUYHEVWY APXAOAOYIKWY XWPWVY TTOL aVTITEO-
OWTTELOLV TNV AVOPWTTIVN SPACTNEIOTNTA OTNV TIEPLOXN
TWV EKBOAWV TOL AXEPOVTA, ATTO TNV TIPOIOTOPIKA TIEPIO-
80 Kal PEXPL TOLG HETABLTAVTIVOUC XPOVOUC. XTOV EMl-
OKEYIO apXALOAOYIKO XWPo Tou Nekpopavisiov, erme-
KTABNKAV KAl EKOCLYXPOVIOTNKAVY Ol LTTOSOUEG, TTPAYMA-
TOTTOINBNKAV £PYACIEC TTESIOL Kl TIPOCTAGCIAG TWV UVN-
Helwv, BlapdpPweNKav Vol xwpot Kal SLIadpopeS TTEpL-
YNong yla To KOO TIOL KAAUTITOLV KAl TIG AVAYKEG TWV
AugA. MeydAo TUAUA TOL £PYOL ATTOTEAEOE N ATTOKATA-
0Taon Kal EMavaxpnon wg eKOeCIAKOL XWPEOL TNG 0Ow-

MAVIKAC KATOIKIAG - KOLALAG. ATTO TOV XWPO OTABELONG |

Tl

naean acropolis of Ephyra. The hill preserves the traces
of two concentric fortifying enclosures, dating from the
Late Helladic period, and a third, interior enclosure, of
the Hellenistic period. The prehistoric enclosures yield-
ed three funerary tumuli, whose burials contained few,
butimportant finds of the Late Bronze Age. The site’s first
excavator, S. Dakaris, has identified it with the Homeric
‘Ephyri’, mentioned in the Odyssey. In contrast to the ar-
chaeological site of the Nekromanteion, Ephyra could’
never be a visited by the public and remained for the
most part covered in dense vegetation.

During the years 2011-2015, the 33rd Ephorate of Prehis-
toric and Classical Antiquities initially, followed by the
Ephorate of Antiquities of Preveza, realized the project
‘Enhancement of the archaeological sites of Nekroman-
teion and Ephyra’, which was integrated in the ‘Competi-
tiveness and Entrepreneurship’ Operational Programme
of the NSFR, with a budget of €2,400,00.00. The project
aimed at connecting two neighbouring and jointly listed
archaeological sites, representing human activity in the
estuary of Acheron, from the prehistoric until the post-
Byzantine period. In the visitable archaeological site of
the Nekromanteion, infrastructure was expanded and
modernized, field work and monument protection works
were undertaken and new areas and visiting paths were
set out for the public, also catering for visitors with special
needs. A large part of the project concerned the restora-
tion and reuse of the ottoman residence - koulia as an ex-
hibition space. A paved route was constructed, leading to
Ephyra from the parking of the site of the Nekromanteion:

The unknown and unattaidable archaeological site of
Ephyra became accessible to the broad public, thanks to
a series of mild interventions and infrastructure. Extend-
ed field work unearthed the architectural remains of the
site and revealed new ones. Visitors’ routes, informative

7/



TOU NEKPOUAVTEIOL, KATAOKELAOTNKE TIAGKOOTPWTN
dladpopun cLVdeaN g ToL Ue TNV EQupa.

O AyvwaoTog KAl SLUATTPOGCITOG OTO EVPV KOO APXCLOAO-
YIKOG XWPOC TN EQLPAC EYIVE TIPOORACIUOC HECA ATTO
LA OEIPA AWV TTAPEURACEWY KAl LTTOSOUWV. Ot EKTE-
TAHEVEC EPYACIEC TTESIOL ELPAVIOAV TA APXITEKTOVIKA
KATAAOLTTA TOL XWPOL Kat arrokaAvav vea. O sladpo-
LEC ETTIOKETTTWY, Ol EVIUEPWTIKEG TTIIVAKISEC, Ol OTACELG
AVATTIALONG KAl TO PLAAKLIO SIEVKOAUVOULV TTAEOV TNV TTE-
PLYNGN TWV ETTIOKETTTWV.

A6 tov NogpuBpto tou 2014 To £pY0 CLVEXIOTNKE Ao
N veoidpuBeioa Eqopsia Apxatotntwy MpgRedac, uro
™ 8ievBuvon tne vroypdgovaoas. Amo tn Bgon avtn,
yvwpIZovTag TNV mMPooTtdesld, To CHAO Kal TV apoaciw-
onTIoL EMESEIEAV ETTIOLLW VA ELXAPLIOTAOW OAOUE TOLG
OLVTEAEOTEC TNG LAOTIOINONG TOL £pyou. H Xplotiva
MepkoLpn Ntav n Mpoictapgvn tng Al EMNKA ard to
2011 £wg Tov OKTWRPLo ToL 2014, Kal EMKEPAANG TNG
ouadag empPAsdng, yia To eV Adoyw didotnua. H apyato-
AOyoG Anuntpa Apooou fTav LITELBLYN TOL £PYOUL YId
OA0 TO SlAcTnUa LAOTIOINGNG TOUL.

Ol apyalohoyol Mavtw [kakvr), ABavaocia Kepaudpen,
Euyevia KoAoBou, smeBAsav TG spydoieg mediov
0TOULG 5VO APXAIOAOYIKOUC XWPOLG. H apxatoAdyoc OA-
ya Adylou, acxoAnBnke kuplwg HE TN SIAXEPLOTIKA Op-
YAvwon Kal TTapakoAouBnon ToL OIKOVOMIKOU AVTIKEL-
LEVOUL, EVW N ApXatoAoyoc ABnva KwvotavTtdkn avela-
BE TNV APXAIOAOYIKN TEKUNPIWON KAl cLYYPAPH] TWV
KEIUEVWV.

H apxttektovag Xpuodvery lwakeidou Kal n oALTL-
K(’)é UNXAVIKOG KaAALOTIn KouTooTOAN fTav uImeLOLVEG
yld TIC EPYACIEC ATTOKATACTACNG TNG KOLALACG KAl ETTE-
BAsWav OAEG TIG TEXVIKEG £pYAcisg Tnv Trepiodo 2011 -
2013. Katd ta £tn 2014 kat 2015 TIG EPYACIEG KAl TNV

signs, rest areas and the guardhouse now facilitate ac-
cess to the public:

Since November 2014, the project has continued by the
newly founded Ephorate of Antiquities of Preveza, under
the direction of the author. At this point, | would like to
thank all of the collaborators of this project, for their ef-
forts, eagerness and devotion. Christina Merkouri was
the Head of the 33rd EPCA from 2011 until October of
2014, and head of the supervising team, during the said
period. Archaeologist Dimitra Drosou was responsible of
the project during the entire time of its materialization.

Archaeologists Manto Gakni, Athanasia Keramari, Euge-
nia Kolovou supervised field works in the two archaeo-
logical sites. Archaeologist Olga Dagiou dealt mainly
with the managerial organization and monitored the fi-
nancial scope of the project, while archaeologist Athina
Konstantaki undertook the archaeological documenta-
tion and writing of the texts.

Architect Chrysanthi loakeimidou and civil engineer
Kalliope Koutsotoli were responsible for the restoration
work at the koulia, supervising all technical works under-
taken during the years 2011- 2013. In 2014 and 2015, the
works for the materialization of the field infrastructure
were supervised by architects Christina Georga and
Athina Bouzaki.

Conservators Stephanos Christidis, Dionysia Stam-
atopoulou, Konstantinos Lambas, Dimitrios Stromatias,
Eirini Soufla were occupied with the conservation of the
finds from the two sites, as well as mainly with the con-
servation of the pithoi from the Nekromanteion.

Agriculturist Ourania Brikou dealt with the phytotechni-
cal studies. Accountant Evangelia Trelli dealt with the
procedure for the hiring and payroll of the personnel un-
der limited-period contracts.



vAotToinon Twv vrmodopwy Trediov emeBAsav ot apxl-
TeKTOVEG XploTiva Mewpya kat ABnva Mroulakn.

Ol cLVTNPENTEG STEPAvoC Xpnotidng, Alovuoia Ztapa-
ToroLAoL, KwvoTtavTivog AAurmac, ANpATELOG STPwHA-
TIAG, Elprivn ZoUgpAa armacyoAnenkayv LE T cuvTHenon
TWV ELPNUATWY ATTO TIG EPYACIEG 0TOLG SVO XWPOULC,
KABWGE KLPIWE KAl LE TN OLVTAPENON TWV TTIBWV ToL Ne-
KPOUAVTEIOU.

H yewmovog Oupavia Mrpikov, anmacXoAnenke e T
oLVTAEN TWV PUTOTEXVIKWY HEAETWY. H Aoyiotpla Ev-
ayyeAia TPEAAN, arracXoAnBNKE LE TIG S1a8IKACIEG TTPO-
oAnyng Kat poBodoaoiag Tou £ CLPBACEL TTPOCWTTIKOV

O PUAAKEC TOL APXALOAOYIKOL XWPOL TOL NEKPOUAVTEI-
ou lMetpog MovLpyag, Zmopog Parrtng, Metpog TTAKOG
BorBnoav ToIKINOTPOTIWG OTHV LAOTTOINGN TOL £pyou. O
ouvTNENTAC ANUATEIOC KapBeAAG Kl Ol EPYATOTEXVITEG
Xpnotog Aparng kat MNwpyog NTapaylavvng TpooEps-
PAV TIC YVWOELG TOUC OE EEEIBIKEVUEVEG TEXVIKEG EQYA-
olec. O HAlag BAayag Atav o LITOAOYOG SIAXEIPIOTAG TOL
£PYOUL KAl TEAOC O TTOAITIKOG UNXAVIKOC Mavaywtng Kpo-
kidag armo tnv Emotnpovikn Emtpor) NIKOTTOANG GULLE-
Telxe oTNV opada emiPAsPng kata ta £tn 2014 kat 2015

MOAUTIUN TEAOC LTTAPEE N CLLPBOAR TOL TTOALTIANBOULC
EPYATOTEXVIKOL TIPOCWTTIKOV, TTOU OUVETEAEOE ONUa-
VTIKA 0TNV TIPAYUATOTION 0N TWVY EPYACIWY OTO TIESIO.

TENOG BEPUEG ELXAPLOTIEG OPEINOVTAL OTOVC TTPOIOTA-
LLEVOULC KAL TO TIPOOWTTIKO TNG E8IKNC YTnpeaolag Topsa
MoAttiopol tou YTouvpyeiov TMoArtiopol kat ABANTL
opoU KaBwg miong kat otnv etatpia STAAION yia tnv
kaBodnynon Kat LIOCTNPIEN TTOL TTapeixav og OAn TN
SIAPKELA TOL EPYOU.

Aven AyyEhn, .
Mpototapevn tng Eqopsiag Apxatotntwy MpeRetag

i

Petros Giourgas, Spyros Raptis, Petros Tzakos, who were
guards of the archaeological site of the Nekromanteion,
assisted in numerous ways in the materialization of the
project. Conservator Dimitrios Karvelas and technical
workers Christos Arapis and Giorgos Daragiannis of-
fered their expertise in specialized technical works. llias
Vlachas was the financial officer of the project, and final-
ly, civil engineer Panagiotis Krokidas, from the Scientific
Committee of Nicopolis participated in the supervisory:’
team during 2014 and 2015.

Finally, the contribution of the numerous workers and
technicians was extremely valuable, as they significantly
contributed to the realization of field work.

We finally owe our warmest thanks to the heads and the
personnel of the Special Service of the Department of
Culture, from the Ministry of Culture and Sports, as well
as to the STADION company, for their guidance and sup-
port throughout the project’s materialization.

Anthi Aggeli,
Director of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Preveza



H KOINAAA
TOY AXEPONTA
& O TAYKY2 AIMHN:

Afuntpa Apécou

TOMOrPA®IA

THE VALLEY
OF ACHERON
AND GLYKYS LIMIN
(SWEET HARBOUR)

Dimitra Drosou

TOPOGRAPHY

O gLPOPOC KAUTTOG TOL Davapiov, Tov orTolo SlacxiCeL o

TTOTAUOC AXEPOVTAG, CLVOPEVEL BOPEIOAVATOAIKA LIE TA
. Bouvd ToL YOLAIOL Kal VOTIOBUTIKA LE T BGAacod Tou
loviov. O TTOTAROG AXEPOVTAG -TTOL ATTOTEAEL TO (PUCIKO
0plo METAEL MpeRelag kal OsompwTiac- AKOAOLBEL La

H kotAdda Tou Katw pou

Kat oL EKBOAEG Tou AxEpovTa

otov oppo davdpt - Appoudia

The lower Acheron valley and the delta

of Acheron in the Phanari - Ammoudia Bay

The fertile plain of Fanari, which is traversed by the
Acheron River, is bounded by the mountains of Souli in
the northeast and the lonian Sea in the southwest. The
Acheron River - which constitutes a natural boundary be-
tween Preveza and Thesprotia - follows a long route from
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©<on kat ektaocn tne Aipvng Axepouoiag kata tnv apyaiotnta (Besonen, M. 1997) / Location and extent of the Acherousian Lake in the antiquity

(Besonen, M. 1997)

peYAAn Sladpopn armo Ta opsivd Tou NopoL lwavvivwy,

EVIOYXVETAL ATTO TA VEPA TOL KWKKULTOL Kdl ToL BwRouv
: TTOTAMOL KAl EKBAANAEL OTO l6vio TIEAQYOG, OTTOL OXNUATI-
Cel 6ENTA oTOV Oppo Davdapl n Aupovdia.

" ToAvdpiBuol apyaiol cLYYPAMEIG AVAPEPOVTAL 0TV
KOIAAS A TOUL KATW POL KAl TWV EKBOAWY TOL AXEpovTa,
TTEPLYPAPOVTAG UIA APKETA SIAPOPETIKN ToTToypadid
O£ oxeon e TN onueptvh. Ol HETABOAEC TOL TOTTOL
aPopoLV KATda Bdon Tpia onUEid: ToV TTOTAWO, TN Allvn
Axepouaia Kat Tov Oppo TNS AUpoudiag.

H Alpvn Axepouoia amoTteAoVoE CHUAVTIKO TOTTOCNO
NG KOIAASAC TOL KATW POL TOL AXEPOVTA ATTo TNV Ap-
XALOTNTA KAl LEXPL TNV TEAIKA ATOENPAVOT TNG TN SeKa-
etia Tou 50. APKETEG €lval Ol OXETIKEG AVAPOPEG Sla-
; XPOVIKA armo apxaioug lotéplko()q HEXPLKALTIEPINYNTES
TOUL 1900 alt., AN EAAXICTEC ATTO ALTEG SIVOLV UIA.AKPL-
Br sikdva yla tn 8€on, TNV EKTAoN 1 TRPLON TNESAVNG.
H B€on kat n éktaon tng Aivng KATd TNV apxatotnta
TTPOBANUATIOE SIAPOPOLE LEAETNTEC, LUE ATTOTEAECUA
Ol TIEPLYPAPEG VA TTOIKIAOLY Ao TO VA TNV TIEPLOPI-
oLV OE HIA HIKPH TTEPLOXN 0Ta BOPELA TOL AOPOUL TOL

the mountainous region of loannina Prefecture, is further
fed by the waters of the Kokkytos and Vovos rivers, and
flows into the lonian Sea, where it forms a delta at the bay
of Fanari or Ammoudia.

Numerous ancient writers mention the lower Acheron

« Rivervalley and the estuaries of Acheron, and describe a

much different landscape to that of today. The transfor-
mations in the landscape primarily concern three points:
the river, the Acherousia Lake and the bay of Ammoudia.

The Acherousia Lake was a significant landmark of the
lower Acheron River valley from antiquity up until its final
drainage in the 50s. There have been numerous refer-
ences to it through.time by a great number of people,
from ancient historians to 19th-century travellers, howev-
er few provide a precise picture of its position, its extent
and the nature of the lake. The position and extent of the
lake during antiquity occupied the thoughts of various
scholars, and as a result descriptions ranged from limit-
ing it to a small area north of the- hill of Kastri, to having it

" cover the entire lowland area up to Ammoudia. Thanks

to 'the' combination of historical and archaeological
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KaoTtplol £wg va KAAUTTTEL OAN TN TIESIVA TTEPLOXN LEXPL
TNV Appoudld. Ms Tov cLVELACUO TWV IOTOPIKWY KAl

A APXALOAOYIKWV TINYWV UE VEOTEPEC YEWAOYIKEG EPEL-
VEG Kal 5E80UEVA KABOPIOTNKAVY LIE TIEPIOCOTEPN OLYOUL-
PL&, OXL LOVO Ta OpLa, AANA KAl N BlaxpoVIK EENEN TNG

" puoloyVWUIAG TNG Alpvng. Daivetal 0Tt N AMipvn oxnuaTi-
OTNKE KATTold TTEPI0S0 PETAEL TOL 8oL al. T1.X. Kal ToL
433m.X., 6tav TNV avagpepsl 0 Oouvkudidng otnv mepl-
YPAPp TOL yIa TN HAxn Twv ZLROTWV, 0 OTToloG HAAIoTA
TNV TOMOBETEl TTOAD KOVTA OTOV OPHO TNG Appoudiac.
Stadlakd n Awpida yng HeTagL tTne Alpvng kat tTng 8d-
Adooag MAaTaivel sEaITIag TwV MPOCXWOEWY TOL TTOTA-
poUL. ApXIKA N Alivn armoTEAOVOE Lita aBadr) CUYKEVTPW-
on L8ATWV Kal TePIBaANOTaV aro Baitouc. Katd toug
LOTOPIKOUG XPOVOULC KAALYE TNV TIESIVH €KTAON HETAED
Meoorotdpou - Molbvtag - Kaotplov Kkat BAaduve, evw
akohoLBnos avtiotpopn dladikaoia katd toug Bula-
VTIVOUC KAl VEOTEPOULC XPOVOULC KATAANYOVTAG OE TTOA-
AOUG LIKPOULG aBaBsiG BAATOUG.

Katd tnv apxatdtnta o Oppog tng AHHOLSIAG ATAv YVw-

01dC we «EAEag Apv» 1) «FALKOG AlAv» AOyw Twv
EKBOAWVY TOL AXEPOVTA KAL TWV TTAPATTOTAWY TOU, TTOL
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sources with recent geological surveys and data, it has
been possible to determine -with greater certainty- not
only the boundaries but also the evolution of the lake’s
features over time. It appears that the lake was formed
sometime between the 8th century BC and 433 BC,
when Thucydides mentioned it in his description of the
Battle of Syvota. In fact, Thucydides places the lake very
near the bay of Ammoudia. Gradually, the strip of land
between the lake and the sea widened due to the river’s
alluvial deposits. Initially, the lake constituted a shallow
collection of waters and was surrounded by swamps.
During historical times it covered the lowland area be-
tween Mesopotamos, Pounta and Kastri, and became
deeper, however the process was reversed during the
Byzantine and modern periods, resulting in many small
and shallow swamps.

During antiquity, the bay of Ammoudia was known as
Eleas Limin or Glykys Limin (meaning sweet harbour)
due to the estuaries of Acheron and its tributaries,
which filled the bay with fresh water. The present-day
bay, protected by limestone mounds, is very small
(700x350m) with a depth of less than 10m. However,
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2tadlakn ahhayr Tov avayAupou
TwV eKBOAWV Tov AXEpovTa
(Besonen, M. 1997)

Gradual change of the relief

of the delta of Acheron

(Besonen, M. 1997)

YEUIZAV TOV KOATTO E YAUKO VEPO. O CNUEPIVOG OPHOG

TIPOCTATEVHEVOC ATTO ACBECTOABIKOVG YHAOPDOULC Elval
* MOAU HikpdC (700x3501L) He BABOC AlydTepo armd 10,
Opwge, cLUPWVA UE TIG APXALEG TINYES, TO HEYEOOC TOL
ApavioL NTav ASI0CNUEIWTA HEYAADTEPO ATTO TO ONUE-
" PIVO KAL ETOLXPNOLLOTIONBNKE WG AYKLPOBOAIO GTOAWV
KATA TOLG EAANVIOTIKOUG, PWHATKOVLG Kal Bulavtivolg
XPOVOUG. SAUEPC TO HEYEBOC TOL OPHOL TNG ALLOLSIAG
8ev lval APKETO YIa va KAAVYEL TIG AVAYKEC UEYAAWY
OTOAWY, YEYOVOCG TTOL 08NyNnoe PEASTNTEG OTWC O N.
Hammond kal o ¥. Adkapng va TTPOTEIVOLV OTLHTAV ON-
HAVTIKA PHEYAADTEPOC KATA TNV APXAIOTNTA, EVW OTd-
SlaKA Ol TIPOOYXWOELG TTOL OXNUATIOTNKAV AOYW TwV
PEPTWY LAIKWY TTEPLOPLOAV TO EYEBOG TOL. ATTITEG ATTO-
Bei€elg yla To HEYEBOG TOL Alaviol KATA TNV ApXaloTh-
TA Kal TN oTadlakr HETaBOoAr Tou Tiposkuav ano TNV
" £peuva Tou M. Besonen L€ TNV avdAuon 28 SetypdTtwy
TTUPAVWV INUATWY, TTOL EE0PLXBNKAV ATTO S1APQPA ON-
pEla oTNV KOINASA TWV EKBOAWY TOL AXEPOVTA, KAl TOV
OLVELAGCKO TOUG WE TIC PINOAOYIKEG, IOTOPIKEG KAl ap-
XCALOAOYIKEG TTNYEC. ETOL, TEKUNPIWONKAV Ol YEWUOPPO-
AOYIKEC AAACYEG TTOL CLVERBNOCAV OTNV KONAda Katd Tn
Bldpkela Twv TeEAsuTaiwy 4.000 sTwV.

according to ancient literary and historical sources, the
size of the harbour was notably larger than it is today and
was thus used, as an anchorage for fleets during the Hel-
lenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods. The current size
of the bay of Ammoudia is not adequate to cover the
needs of large fleets, and this fact has led scholars like N.
Hammond and S. Dakaris to suggest that it was consider-
ably larger in antiquity, and that gradually the alluvial de-
posits formed by the river’s load have limited its size. Tan-
gible proof concerning the size of the harbour in antiqui-
ty and its gradual transformation has arisen from the re-
search conducted by M. Besonen, who analysed 28 core
samples of sediment from the estuaries of Acheron,
which were extracted from various points in the valley,
and combined them with literary, historical and archaeo-
logical sources. This resulted in the documentation of
the geomorphologic changes that took place in the val-
ley over the last 4,000 years.

S



lotopiko mAaioto

General historical framework

Katd tnv apxatdTnTa o TToTAROG AXEPOVTAC ATTOTEAOVOE
TO (PLCIKO OPLO PETAEL TNG EAsaTidacg kal Tne Kaoowrrai-
aC, KAl CLVETTWCE N KONASA TOL KATW POL KAl TWV £KBo-
AWV TOL polPAlOTaV HETAEL SVO0 YEITOVIKWY BEOTTPWTI-
KWV UMWV Twv EAsatwy kal Twv Kacowrtaiwy. Ot Os-
oTpwTol TNV Emoxr Tou XaAKoU KATEIXAV OAN TNV TIEPLOXN
HETAEL ToL AuBpPaKikoU, Tou loviou kal tng Mivéou. Metd
Tov 120 awva m.X. ot MoAooool Tieploploav Toug Os-
OTTPWTOVC SUTIKA TNEG TTESIASAC TWV lWAVVIVWV Kal LEXPL
TIG AKTEC TOL loviou Kat Tov AXEpovTta TToTApO. ATTOIKOL
: aro T voTio ENAda paiveTtal Eykataotadnkav otny me-
ploxn ndn aro tnv Emoxn tou Xahkoo (140¢ at. .X.), 1spLo-
vtag thv Epupa oTig ekBoAEG Tou Axépovta. ApyoTepa,
KATA TNV apxdikn mepiodo, sykadiotavtal AmolKol aro
v HABa g Mehomovvhnoou 1Bpvovtag tnv MNavéooia.
Mpog Ta TEAN ToL 40U al T.X. cuvTeAsital oTnV Hriepo n
opyavwon Hiag eviaiag TTOAITIKAG EVOTNTAG, TNG ZUMUA-
Xlag Twv Hrelpwtwy mou ev cuveyeia eEeAixOnke oTo
«Kowvod Twv HITEpWTwV», HE KLUPIAPXO PUAO ALTO TWV
MoAocowv. Ol ATEIXIOTEG NITEIPWTIKEG KWES ATTOKTOLV
LOXUPEC OXUPWOELC KAL YIVOVTAL OLTTOAELG - KEVTPA TOU KA-
B @ULAN\OL, TTapouaclalovtag BLaiTePn AVATTTLEN KaTtd
TOUG EMNNVICTIKOLE XPOVoULG. To 168/167 m.X. n Hrspog
KaTaAapBavetat armd Toug Pwpaioug, oL oTtoiot cLp VA
LIE TIG TTNYEG KATACTPEPOLV EVAV ONUAVTIKO APIBLO TTOAE-
WV KAl AKPOTTOAEWV Kal CQUXUAAWTICOLY HEYANO MEPOC
TOL TTANBLOLOL TNG. Ewg TTPOC(ATA EMKPATOVOE N ArTo-
YN, OTL LETA TNV KATACTPOYPN Ol TIEPIOCOTEPEC TTEPIOXES
£pNUWBNKav. Ta GTOIKEIA, WOTOCO, TTPOCPATUWY AVACKA-
PIKWVY EPELVWV ATTOBEIKVUOLV TN CUVEXION KATOIKNONG
BACIKWV KEVTPWY TNG TIEPIOXAC, OMWC TNG EAgac, tne
Kaoowring, Tou Oppaou Kal Twv HAEIAKWY ATToIKIWV.
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During antiquity, the Acheron River formed a natural
boundary between Eleatis and Cassopaea, and conse-
quently the lower river valley and its estuaries were
shared by the two neighbouring Epirote tribes, the
Eleans ‘and Cassopaeans. During the Bronze Age, the
Thesprotians occupied the entire region between the
Ambracian Gulf, the lonian Sea and Pindus. After the 12th
century BC, the Molossians limited the Thesprotians to
the west of the plain of loannina and up to the shores of
the lonian Sea and Acheron River. Settlers from southern
Greece appear to have settled in the region from as early
as the Bronze Age (14th century BC), founding Ephyra at
the estuaries of Acheron. Later, during the archaic peri-
od, settlers from Elis in the Peloponnese settled there
and founded Pandosia. Towards the end of the 4th cen-
tury BC, a uniform political organisation was formed in
Epirus, known as the Epirote Alliance, which later be-
came the Epirote League, the dominant tribe being that
of the Molossians. The wall-less Epirote towns acquired
strong fortifications and became the cities-centres of
each tribe, and eventually flourished during the Hellenis-
tic period. In 168/167 BC, Epirus was occupied by the Ro-
mans, who according to sources destroyed a significant
number of cities and acropolises, and captured a large
part of its population. The prevailing view until recently
was that, following the destruction, most areas were
abandoned. However, evidence from recent exploratory
excavations proves that populations continued to reside
in the basic centres of the area, such as that of Elea, Cas-
sope, Orraonand of the Elian settlements.



ApXAUOTNTEG TNG ELPUTEPNG TTEPLOXNG

The antiquities in the wider region -

STNV eLPLTEPN TIEPLOXH TOL KATWTEPOL TUAKATOC TG
KOIAASAC Kal TwV EKBOAWY Tou AxepovTa svtomidsTal
LEYANOG APIOUOC BECEWV LIE APXITEKTOVIKA KATAAOLTA,
AA\d KUPIWG KIVATA ELPEMAUATA TIOL XPOVOAOYOULVTAL
otnv Emmoxr tou XaAko.

Katd tnv KAAGCIKT KAl ENNVIOTIK KLPIWG TTEPL080, N TTE-
ploxn armo ta Bouvd tng Mapapubidg kat Touv MkopAAa
Kal KATd HAKOG Tou AXEPOVTA HEXPL TIG EKBOAEG TOL
OTOV KOATTO TNG AUUOULSIAG ATTOTEAOVGE TNV EMIKPATELA
g Mavdooiag. OAOKANPN ALTA N EMITESN TIEPLOXN
" &kTaonc 62 T.XAU. amoTEAOLOE TV CWTIKO TTLPAVA ava-
TTITLENG TNG TTOANG KAl TWV 8pACTNPLIOTHTWY TWV KATOI-
KWV TNG. O apxaiog oIKIOUOC BPIOKETAL ETTAVW O KWVI-
- KOAOPO LPOULG 107 . KAl KNPUXBNKE WG APXALOAOYIKOG
- XWPog NéN To 1961, KABWGE TAUTIOTNKE ATTO EAETNTEG
pe tnv Mavdooia, £€8pa NG «TETPATTOAEWGC, TWV TECOA-
pwV 8nAadr NAEIOKWY ATTOIKIWY OTNV EMKPATELA TNG

apxaiag Kaocowraiag. Trn VOTIOBUTIKA TTAPELA TOL AO-

|
o~ 1 5. Appoubia / Ammoudia
1

In the region of the lower valley and estuaries of

* Acheron, there are a large number of sites with architec-

tural remains, but mainly movable findings and indica- .
tions dating back to the Bronze Age.

During the classical and, mainly, the 'Hellenistic period,
the area from the mountains of Paramythia .and Gorilas,
along the Acheron River up until its estuaries in the gulf
of Ammoudia, constituted the territory of Pandosia. This
entire flat region covering an area of 62 km2 was vital for
the growth of the city and its inhabitants’ activities. The
ancient settlement is situated on a 107m-high conical hill
and was declared an archaeological site as early as 1961,
since scholars identified it with Pandosia, the seat of the
Tetrapolis, i.e. the four Elean settlements in the territory

« of ancient Cassope. The south-western side of the hill is

occupied by the villages of Kastri and Kastropoulo, which
have covered and destroyed an important section of the
fortifications on this particular side. Directly to the south
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+ Mavdooia. AspopwTtoypagia 1ou Aopou / Pandosia. Aerial view of the hill

PoL KatalapBavouyv ta xwpld Kaotpl kat Kaotporov-
A0, KAAUTITOVTAG KAl KATACTPEPOVTAG CNUAVTIKO TUM-
LA TWV OXUPWOEWV TNG CUYKEKPIUEVNC TTASUPAG. AUE-
OWG OTA VOTIA TOL AOPOUL PEEL O TTOTAOG AXEpPOVTAG,
avTiBsTa Pe TNV apxala Koitn Tou TTou SIETPEXE TN BO-
PELA TTASLPA TOL AOPOUL. EKTOC armd To Aopo Tng Mavdo-
olag, Eexwplilel ota voTIa Kat o arnmootaocn 1 XAU. 0 Ao-
Po¢ NG MNkopitoag, Omov BPICKETAL TO XWPLO TALPO-
XWPL, KAt Alyo avaTtoAKOTEPA EVAC XAUNAOTEPOGAOPOC.
H tormoypagia auTh palvetal va avtarnokpIvETdl OTo
ETMBETO «TPIKOAWVOC», TTOU EIXE ATTOSWOEL To MavTeio
e Awdwvng otnv Mavdoaia.

Omw¢ LTTOSNAWVEL KEPAWUIK TTOL EVTOTIIOTNKE ETTPA-
VEIAKA, 0 AOPOC KATOIKABNKE &N aro tnv Emoxn tou
XaAkoUL Kal TMOavOTaTa KATEIKE Uia onuavTikn 8€on pe-
TAEL TWV SLIAPOPWV OIKICHWY Kal BECEWV TNG ETTOXNG
otnv medldda Touv Axepovta. [Mpog To TEAOG TOUL
5ou/apxeg 4ou at mX. n MNavsoaoia OXUPWVETAL yla
TTPWTN POopPA. To TEIKOG, TAATOLG 3,200, TTEPIBANAEL OTO
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of the hill flows the Acheron River, unlike its ancient river

bed, which ran through the northern side of the hill. In ad-
dition to the hill of Pandosia, another hill stands out in the
south and at a distance of 1km, that of Goritsa, where the
village of Stavrochori lies, and also, a little further east, is
to be found a lower hill. This topography appears to be
consistent with the adjective of “three-hilled”, which was
used by the Oracle of Dodona to describe Pandosia.

As indicated by the pottery discovered on the surface, the
hill was inhabited from the Bronze Age and most likely oc-
cupied an important position among the different settle-
ments and sites of the time in the plain of Acheron. In the
late 5th and early 4th centuries BC, Pandosia was fortified

-

for the first time. In the western section of the hill, the . .

3.20m-wide wall surrounded an area of 13.1 hectares, while
a cross-wall divided the upper and lower part of the city. In
the upper part of the city the foundation of three four-sided
buildings has survived, as well as two rock-hewn water

tanks, one square and one circular. A new polygonal wall



* MavSooia. Apxitektovika katahoura ktnpiwv / Pandosia. Architectural remains of buildings

SUTIKO THAMA TOL AOPOUL LA EKTACN 131 OTPEUHATWY,
EVW £va SIATEIXIoUA XWPLZE TNV AVw Ao TNV KATW TTo-
" An. TNV Avw TTOAN oW ETAL N BEUEAWON TPLWV TETPA-
TIASLPWV KTNPIWVY, KABWE KAl 5U0 AAEEVIEVEG O0TO BPa-
X0 BEEAUEVEG VEPOU, Ui TETPATTAELPN KAl LA KUKALKD.
Eva vEo TTOALYWVIKO TEIXOC avayEpOnke PETA To 342
.X. yla va TTEPIBAAEL TNV AVATOAIKN Kal BOpsla TTAQYLd
TOL AOPOUL. ME TOV TPOTTO ALTO OXESOV BIMAACIACTNKE N
TEIXIOLEVN EKTAON TNG TTOANG, PTAvVOVTAC Ta 330 OTPEN-
pata. Amo To TEIKOG, GLUVOAIKOL UKouG 2.320 W., owle-
TAL UOVO EVA UIKPO TUMKLA. TRV KOPL(PH TOL AOPOoL Sla-

OWTETAL EVAG UIKPOG OXUPWHATIKOG TTEPiBOAOG kata- '

. OKEVLCOMEVOC HIE APXAIO OIKOSOMIKO LAIKO Kal Koviaua,
1 XPOVOAOYNGN TOL OTTOIOL BEV EXEL BIACAPNVIOTEL

Sta BopstoduTikd tTng Mavdooiag, 2 xAL. BOPELA TOL Ol
KIOLOU Kopwvn, EVTOTIICETAL Lia OXLUPWLEVN B€on NG
Emoxr¢ Tou XaAkov. O ¥. Adkapng Bswpnos OTL oL ap-
XAIEC OXLPWOELC TTAVW oToV AOPo Kaotpida Atav Epyo
© TNG EMNNVIOTIKNG TTEPLOS0UL. H XpOoVOAOYNon avaocKeLd-

was erected after 342 BC in order to surround the eastern
and northern slopes of the hill. In this way, the walled sur-
face area of the city practically doubled, amounting to 33
hectares. Only a small section of the wall, which was origi-
nally 2,320m long, survives. At the top of the hill lies a small
fortification wall made of ancient building material and
mortar, whose dating is yet to be established.

Northwest of Pandosia, 2km north of the Koroni settle-
ment, lies another fortified site from the Bronze Age. S.
Dakaris believed that the ancient fortifications on Kastriza
hill were erected during the Hellenistic period. The dating
was disproved based on the observations from the Uni-
versity of Boston which, with the help of pottery, dated the
wall and its establishment back to the Late Bronze Age.

In the same area, on the hill of Tsoumpari at the entrance
to the settlement of Koroni, on the western bank of Koky-

' tos, with a view of both Pandosia and the hills of Nekro-

manteion and Ephyra, there lie the surviving foundations
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Kopwvn, 8€on «Toouprapt». KTApto ENANVICTIKWV XPOVwY
Koroni, Tsoumpari. Hellenistic building

OTNKE Ao TIC TTAPATNPAOELC opddag Tou MavemoTtnpli-
oL TNE Bootwvng mou, PE TN BOARBEIA TNE ETIPAVEIAKAG
KEPALLKAG TTOL TIEPICLVEAEEE, XPOVOAOYNOE TO TEIXOC
Kal TNV eykatdotaon otnv Yotepn Emoxn Tou XaAkoo.

STnV 8la meploxr, otov AOpo «TGoLUMAPL OTNV £l0080
TOUL OIKIOHOL Kopuwivn, oTn SUTIKI 0x6n Tou KwKLToL Kal
LIE OTTTIKN ETTAPT TO0O HE TNV Mavdooia 6o Kal UE TOUG
Aopoug tou Nekpopavteiou kat EQupag, cwdovtat ta Oe-
peALa (kpNTida) LEYAAOL OIKOSOUNUATOC EANMVIOTIKWY TTl-
BavoTtata Xpovwy, TO OTTOl0 CUVEXIOE va Elval GE XPNon
KA KATA TOLG PWHAKOVE Kal LETABLAVTIVOUC XPOVOUC.

>Tov AOPo TNE «MobvTacy, Omouv eixav EVIOMOTEL £Mt-
(PAVEIAKA KEPAPIKA gupnuata tne Emoxnc tou Xaikoo,
OWOTIKEG AVAOKAPIKEG EPEVVEC TNE TEAELTAIAC TTEVTA-
stiac armokaAvPav HUKPO TUNHA VEKPOTAPEIOL UE TA-
(POLC AAEELUEVOLC GTOV (PLOLKO BPAXO, XPOVOANOYOULIE-
VO OTNV LOTEPN KAAGIKT - TIPWIKN EAANVICTIKA TIEPI060.
Eriong, eVIuUMwolakd eVPNHA AMOTENECE ATTOOTIAGHA-
TIKA OWTOHEVO KTNPLAKO OIKOSOUNKA, TTOL TTAPOULGIATEL
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Kavahaxi, 8£on «Moovtar. Ao opBoywviou Ktnpiov
Kanalaki, Pounta. View of the rectangular building

(crepidoma) of a large edifice, possibly dating back to the
Hellenistic period, which continued to be in use during
the Roman and post-Byzantine periods.

On the hill of Pounta, where pottery sherds from the
Bronze Age had been discovered, rescue excavationsin
the last five years has brought to light a small section of a
cemetery with rock-hewn graves, dating back to the late
classical - early Hellenistic period. Another impressive
find is the edifice that has been partially preserved and
presents at least four phases of use, the main one being
in the late classical period, when it appearsto have been
built in order to serve a devotional purpose.

Thanks toits strategic position, the Agia Eleni peninsula be-
tween the Glossa promontory and the bay of Kerentza
seems to have been used from the prehistoric to modern
period. In its original form it was an islet located at a short
distance fromthe land, which could be accessed by boat,
and most likely from the same point as the location of the
present-day road. At the foot and top of the hill, survived



0 6ppoc Davapt - AppoudId pe T xepodvnoo e Ay. EAEvIC (KATw aploTepd) Kat 1o akpwTApL Te «MAwooacy (oto Badog)

The Phanari-Ammoudia Bay with the Ag. Eleni Peninsula and the Glossa Cape

' TEOOEPIG TOLAAXIOTOV (PAGELS XPNONG, LE KLPLA EKELVN
TNC LOTEPOKAACIKNG TTIEPLOB0UL, OTAV (PAIVETAL VA KATA-
OKELAGCTNKE WG KTNPLO LUE AATPELTIKO XAPAKTAPA.

H xepobdvnoog tng Ayiag EAévng, LETAEL TOL AKPWTNPIOL
MAwooa Kat Tov 6ppoL TG Kepevtdag, Xapn otn oTpatn-
YIKN TNG B€0n PalveTal WG XPNOILOTIOINBNKE armd tnv
TIPOIOTOPIKN ETTOX KAl LEXPL TOLG OLYXPOVOULC XPOVOUC.
TNV TIPWTN TOUL HOPXPN NTAV VNOAKL, OE KPR ArmooTacn
aro TN €nped, aro Tty orola N TpooBaocn yvotav e Bap-
Ka Kal Meavotata aro To 610 onpeio TTou onuepa LTTAP-
XEL SPOLOGC. TTOLC TTPOTTOBEC KAl TNV KOPL(PH TOL AOPOL

Slakpivovtal oTropadika iXvn OXUPWOEWY BIAPOPwWV Te- ;

PLOSWVY, TTOL XPOVOAOYOLVTAL ATTO TOLC MEAETNTEC ATTO
7 v Emoxn tou XaAkoU Kdl ﬁéxpl TOULAGXIOTOV TOUG EAAN-
VIOTIKOUG XPOVOULC. KOVTA GTOLE AVATOMKOUG TTIPOTTIOBEG
TOL AOPOUL evIomZoVTal VO TIAPAMNAA TUALATA «KL-
KAWTTELWV» OXLPWOEWV, LEYIOTOU MAKOULG 17011 Kat avw-
TEPOL CWTOUEVOL LPOULG 1,501 UE IXVN LETAYEVECTEPWV
sMEPBACEWY, ASIAYVWOTNE XPOVOAOYNONG, TTOL TIIOAVO-
TaTa cuvdLATAV AVAANUATIKT KAl AUUVTIKNA XPNon.

sporadic traces of fortifications from different periods,
which scholars have dated from the Bronze Age to at least
the Hellenistic period. Two parallelsections of “Cyclopean”
fortifications have been discovered near the eastern foot of

« the hill, with a maximum length of 1770m and a maximum sur-

viving height of 1.50m, showing traces of subsequent inter-
ventions. They are yet to be dated and are thought to have
served both a retaining and defensive purpose.

Kavahaki, 8€on «Movvtar.
MehappagEg Ankioio kat xpuco
dayTuAidL pe oppaylsoA8o
Kanalaki, Pounta. Black-glazed
small lekythos and golden ring
with engraved stone
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Meptypapn Kat lotopikn Stadpopn

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
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NEKROMANTEION

Anthi Aggeli

Description and history of the site

TNV Med1ada Tou KATW POL ToL AXEPOVTA, OE Evay Xa-
UNAG Bpaxwdn AO@o TTAvw arTd TO CNUEPIVO XWPLO Me-
OOTTOTANOC, 0TN CLUUBOAN ToL AXEpPOVTA TTOTAUOL HE
Tov Mabpo (apx. Kwkutog), TTou opiyst Alyo Bopstotepa
: pe tov BouBo (apx. MupipAsyeBwy), TomoBsTEiTaL TO
Nekpopavteio r} Nekvopavteio Tov Axgpovta. H 8€on
£pELVNONKE aro Tov Kadnyntn Z. Adkapn, Lo TNV atyi-
" 6a g ev ABnvaig ApxaloAoyikng Etatpeiag kat tou Ma-
VETTIOTNHIOL lwawivwy oe 800 aVACKAPIKES TIEPLO-
8oug, Katd ta £1n 1958-1964 kat 1976-1977.

0 Aopoc Tou Nekpopavigiov
Kal 1 kotAada.T1ov AxEpovta
The hill of the'Nekromanteion
and the Acheronvalley

The Nekromanteion or Nekyomanteion of Acheron is sit-
uated in the downstream valley of Acheron River, on a
low rocky hill above the contemporary village of
Mesopotamos, at the point where the Acheron meets
the river Mavros (anc. Kokyros), which is united towards
the north with Vouvos (anc. Pyriphlegethon). The site
was investigated by professor S. Dakaris, under the aus-
pices of the Athens Archaeological Society and the Uni-
versity of loannina during two excavation campaigns, in
1958-1964 and 1976-1977.




Tnv avlpwTtivn TTapouacia oTtov AOgo 1dn arod tnv Teol-
OTOPIKNA ETTOXN TEKUNPIWVOLY svpAUaATa NG YoTeEPNnS
Emoxr¢ Tou XaAkoL, KaBwe OToV XWPO TNE ALAAC TOU
LETETTEITA OLYKPOTHATOC ATTOKAALPONKAV TPEIC TIal-
8ikol KIBwTIOoXNKOoL Tagol Tou 140v-130vL at. T1.X. HE Al-
YOOTA SLPNMATA, MEPIKA HUKNVAIKA OOTPAKA Kal Eva
HUKNVAIKOL TUTTOL XAAKIVO EIOC.

S TOULG BUTIKOUG TIPOTTIOBEC TOL AOPOL BPEBNKE ATTOBE-
NG Ue 60TPAKA ayysiwyv kat mAwva sildwAia tng Mepoe-
povNG, TTOL XPOVOAOYOLVTAL ATTd TOV 70 £wG Tov 50 at.
.X., TA OTTOlC O AVACKAMEAG ATTOSISEL O APXATKO IEPO

NG BAC TTOL LTTAPXE EKEL, ) O ATTOBETN TOL APXATKOL
: lEPOL), TTOL TIIOAVOV unr’]pxs.omv KOPLON. EKTOC avTwy,
EAAXIOTA ATAV TA ELPAKATA, KLPIWE OOTPAKA, TTOL XPO-
vohoyouvtatliptv Tov 4o at. .X. H lcomedwaon Tng Kopu-
" (PG TOL AOPOL YIa TNV AVEYEPOH TOL VPIOTAREVOL OL-
YKPOTAUATOG, TMOAVOTATA OTA XPOovid TNnG Zuppaxiag
TwvV Hrelpwtwy (330/325-233/2 11.X.), EIXE WG ATTOTEAE-
OUa TNV KATACTPOMN TWV OTIOIWY APXITEKTOVIKWY Ka-
TAAOITTWY TWV TTPONYOVEVWV TIEPLOSWV.

To ENANVIOTIKO TTOALSAIBANO OIKOSOUNUA KAAUTTTEL id
£KTAOoN TIEPITOL TPIWV OTPEUUATWY. MepIBAAETAL ATTO
opBoywvio TepiBolo Slactacswyv 62,40u.x46,30., O

orolog owleTal og peydho DPOC Kal Eival KATAOKELA-

OUEVOG UE OYKOAIBOLC artd VTIOTIo AcBe0TOABO KATA TO
i TTOAUYWVIKO oVoTNUA. To opBoywviag katoyng ov-
YKPOTNHA XwpIlsTal o€ V0 HeYGAd TUANATA, TO AVATO-
AIKO, TO OTTOI0 0IKOSOUNBNKE OTA TEAN TOL 40U - APXEG
ToL 300V at T.X. KAl TOo SUTIKO, TTOL TIPOCETEDN OTA TEAN
TOL 30UV I OTIG APXEC TOL 200 al. T.X. H elcodo¢ oTo ouL-
YKPOTNLA BPIOKETAL GTO SUTIKO AKPO TNG BOPELAG TTAEL-
PAC ToU.

The human presence on the hill has been documented
ever since the Prehistoric period, through Late Bronze Age
finds, as well as at the courtyard of what was to become the

+ complex have beenrevealedthree children’s cist graves of

the 14th-13th c. B.C. with few finds, some Mycenaean i
sherds and a Mycenaean-type bronze dagger.

i

Kepaheg sidwhiwv Mepospovng / Heads of figurines of Persephone

1] - L i L]

. XAptne tne eupLTEPNG TEPLOXNC Tou NEKpOpavTEiov KAt TV

apyaotnta (Adkapng 1993) / Map of the wider area of the
Nekromanteion in the antiquity (Adkapnc 1993)
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To avaToAKO TUAKA TOL CUYKPOTAUATOG EXEL WG TTUPN-
va pia TETPAYWVN TTUPYOOXNHN KATACKELN, N orTola TTe-
PIBAAAETAL ATTO SIASPOUOUE KAl TETPAYWVOLE XWPOUG.
O mupnAvag sival TETPAYWVNG: KatoyPns, SlacTACEwWY
21,30 x 21,651, KAl VAL KTIOHEVOC KATA TO rro?xu&u‘ovmé
obotnua. Ot IBlalTEpWG IoXVPOL EEWTEPIKOL ToiXOL TOV,
mayoug 3,30u., cwovtat og LPOG Ewc 3,301, EVW TTIA-
VW armo avuTto To LYOC ATAV KTIOUEVOL UE PNUEVES Kal
WHEC TTAIVOOULG, CUVEETIKO TINAG KAl EVAOSECIEG. ATTOTE-
Asltal amd Tpelg MapAAANAOLG 0PBOYWVIOLE XWPEOULG:
TNV KEVTPIKN aiBovoa, Stactacswv 15 x 4,250, kat 800
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Drmumth auympd, Avatohiog
Westarn complay  Eastern complex
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At the west foot of the hill an apothetes revealed (repos-
itory) with sherds and clay figurines of Persephone, dat-
ed between the 7th and the 5th c. B.C., which were attrib-
uted by the excavator to an archaic sanctuary of the god-
dess at that site, or to a repository of the archaic sanctu-
ary which probably existed at the top. Other findings
were scarce and they date before the 4th c. B.C. The flat-
tening of the top of the hill in order to construct the exist-
ing complex, probably at the time of the Epirote Alliance
(330/325-233/2 B.C.), resulted in the destruction of all
previous architectural remnants.

Kdatown tov Nekpopavtsiov
Ground plan of the Nekromanteion

. MNpoiotopsl Nepiobos, Tapds
3 Prehistoric Period, burials .
o EXAmwiotikn mepioboc,
-~ ouyxpornpun Nekpopavteiou
Hallenistic Pericd,
complex of Nekromanteion

. Metafulavtivi neploboc,

Mowr) Ayiow hudwn tou Mpobpapou
Post-byzrantine Period,
Monastery of Ag loannis Frodromos
{51, John the Baptist)
OBwpavikn MEpiosog,

O mupLIpaTIN KoTomin Tkookin®
Ortoman Period,
fortified house “koulia®




TPILEPEIC XWPOULC EKATEPWOEV TNG, Ol OTToIOL ATTAPTI-
Couv €&l TETpAYWVA dwuATia, TTASLPAC 4,40, TTOL OL-
YKOWVWVOLV e BUPEG HETAEL TOLC KAl UE TNV Heoaia ai-
Bovoa. Asiava KAHAKAG 0Tn BOPEIOAVATOAIKH Ywvid
TNC KEVTPIKNG alBouvoag SElxvouV OTL TO KTAPLO EIXE KAl
5e0TEPO OPOPO.

Katw amod tnv KEVIPIKA aibovoa BplokeTal £vag idlag
katoPng LMOYEIOG XWPOE, LYPOULC 3,250, AAEELEVOC
OTOV (PUOIKO BPAXo. H opopn tng ummoyslag ailbovoag
oTtnpIZeTal LE SEKATTEVTE WPV TOEQ, TToL e6pddovTal

The Hellenistic labyrinthine building covers approxi-
mately 3 acres. It is surrounded by a rectangular enclo-
sure measuring 62.40 m. x 46.30 m., which is preserved
at a considerable height and it is built in local limestone
following the polygonal system. The complex, with its
rectangular ground plan, is divided into two large parts,
the eastern one which was constructed in the late 4th -
early 3rd c. B.C. and the western part, which was added
in the late 3rd or early 2nd c. B.C. The entrance to the
complex-can be found at the west extremity of its north-
ern side.

F'evikn amoyn touv Nekpopavieiov / General view of the Nekromanteion
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og eoooVC. Ta TOEa sivat AAEELIEVA LE TTOA (PPOVTI-
da: KABE BOAITNC EXEL TO (810 TIAATOG LIE TOV ETTOUEVO,
(WOTE Ol AP0l TWV SEKATTEVTE TOEWV VA OLGTOLXOLV, TO-
vidovtag To BAB0C TNG LTTOYELAG aiBovoac.

To KupiwG KTiopa TepBailiovy Sladpopol otn BopEla,
QAVATOAIKN Kal VOTIA TTAELPA, TTOL 08nyoLoAV ATTO TOV
AVAELO XWPO OTNV KEVTPIKA alBovaa. O Bopelog S1adpo-
HOG EIXE OTNV APXAOTNTA TPEIC TOEWTEC TTUAEG, EVW
oTN BOpELa TTASLPA TOL BPIOKOVTAL KATA TTAPATAEN Sw-
HATIA TETPAYWVNG Kal 0pBoywviac Katoyng. ta ava-
TOAIKA LTTAPXOLV SVO TTAPAAANAOL SIASPOUOL KAl TEAOG

OTa VOTIA, TPV TNV £l0080 0TO KLPIWCE KTIoWA, BPIoKE-
: Tal 0 «<AABLPIVOOCY, EvAC OTEVOCG SadaAwdng Sladpo-
HOG HE TPEIC OLBEPOPPAUXTEG TOEWTEG TTUAEC, EK TWV
oroiwv cwlovtal Hovo ot SV0.

H SUTIKA TITEPLYA TOL CLYKPOTAUATOC, TTOL KATAOKELA-
OTNKE ota Xpovia tou Kool twv Hmsipwtwy (233/1
m.X.- 168/7 1.X.), amoTeAeiTal Ao pid KEVTPIKA ALAN,
TTOL TIEPIBANETAL ATTO 0PBOYWVIAG 1} TETPAYWVNG KATO-
UnG SwpdTia, N OsUEAWGCN TWV OTTOIWV EIVAL KATACKEL-
QAOHEVN KATA TO TTOALYWVIKO cLOTNUA.

To oLYKPOTNUA, CUUPWVA LIE TOV AVACKAPEQ, TTUPTTO-
AnBnke amod toug Pwpaioug to 167 m.X., tav Kateotpe-
Yav 70 moAslg TNG HIelpou yia va TIHWPROOLY TOUG
HITEIPWTEC yla TN cLPHAXIA TOLG KE Tov BaotAld Tng Ma-
kedoviag MNepoga evavtiov TOLG, KAl 0TI CUVEXELA EYKA-
TaAeipOnke. Tov 1o at. m.X., pe Tnv eykatdotacn Pwuai-
WV EMOIKWV oTNV TEdIada Tov AxEpovta, N SUTIKA TTTE-
pUYA TOU CULYKPOTHUATOG KATOWKNONKE Eavd, Omwe
HAPTLPOVLV KEPAUIBEC OTEYNG, EVIOTE HE AATWVIKEG M-
YPAPEG, KAl TPla SWHATIA KTICHEVA ATTo EEPOAIOLA.
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The core of the eastern part of the complex is a square
tower-shaped construction, surrounded by corridors
and square spaces. The centre has a square ground
plan, measures 21.30 x 21.65 m. and is built following the
polygonal system. Its external walls which were particu-
larly strong, measuring 3.30 m. in width, are preserved at
a height of 3.30 m., while above that height the walls
were built of fired and raw mud-brick, connecting clay
and timbering. It is formed of three parallel rectangular
spaces: the central hall, measuring 15x4.25 m., and two
tripartite spaces flanking it, which form six square rooms,
whose sides measure 4.40 m., and which communicate
with doors between them and with the middle hall. The
remains of a staircase at the north-east corner ofthe cen-
tral hall suggest that the building had an upper floor.

Underneath the central hall lies an underground hall of
the same ground plan, at a height of 3.25 m., hewn from
the natural rock. The ceiling of this underground hall is
supported on fifteen arches in poros, based on pillars.
These arches are carved with great care: each arch has
the same width as the next one, so that the joints of the
fifteen arches coincide, thus accentuating the depth of
the underground hall.

The main building is surrounded by corridors to its north,
east and south side, which lead from the courtyard to-
wards the central hall. In antiquity, the northern corridor
comprised three arched gates and a series of square and
rectangular rooms on its northern side. Two parallel cor-
ridors can be found to the east and finally to the south,
before the entrance to the main building lies the
‘labyrinth’, a narrow maze corridor with three arched,
iron-clad gates, only two of which are preserved.



Ymoyeta aiBovoa / Underground hall

+ Kevtpikn aiBouoa / Central hall

The west wing of the complex, constructed during the
period of the Epirote Alliance (233/1B.C. - 168/7 B.C.), is
composed of a central courtyard, surrounded by square
or rectangular rooms, whose foundation is based on the

polygonal system.

Accordingto the exeavator, the complex was burnt down
by the Romans in 167 B.C., when they destroyed 70 cities
in Epirus to punish the people because of their alliance
with the king of Macedon Perseus againstthem, and was
later abandoned. The west wing of the complex was re-
inhabited in the 1st c. B.C., with the establishing of Roman
settlers in the valley of Acheron, as shown by the roof

" tiles, frequently bearing Latin inscriptions and the three

rooms built in dried mudbrick.
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Kwvnta supnpata

The findings

ATO TNV avaokapr ToL CLUYKPOTAUATOC TIPOEKLWYE TTAR-
00¢ KIVNTWV ELPNUATWY. H TTASI0VOTNTA TWV ELPNUA-
TWV XPOVOAOYEITAL OTNV EANNVIOTIKA TIEPI060, and Tic
QPXEG TOL 30V £WG Ta HECA TOL 200 at. T.X. OMwg mpo-
AVAPEPBNKE, TA TIPOYEVECTEPA EVPMHATA EIVALTTOAD Al-
ya, sEATIAg TNG EKTETAUEVNG LOOTTESWAONE TOL XWPEOU
Yla TNV OIKOSOUNON TOL CUYKPOTHUATOCG OTA TEAN TOU
400 - apxEG Tov 3ov at. T.X. EElcou AiyooTtd ival Ta guv-
PHAHATA TIOL XPOVOAOYOULVTAL OTOUG PWHAIKOUG XPO-
VOULG, ATTO TN UETAYEVECTEPN (PACH XPNONG TOL XWPEOU.

MEeYAAEG TTOCOTNTEG KEPAIKNG BPEBNKAV KATW ATTO TIa-
XU OTPWLA KATAOTPOPNC, TTOL EIXE TN LOPQT) CLUUTTAYOUE
pacag, sgartiag TG TENG TWV OMTOTAIVOWY Kal TNG
" aoBeotoroinons Twv ABwV TwV TOLXOTTOUWY, TTOU TTIPO-
KAAEOE N TTLPTTOANGN TOL OIKOBOUMUATOC. STIG EKATO-
VTASEC TWV AYYEIWV TTOL NPBAV OTO PWE CLYKATAAEYO-
VTAL OTAUVOL, AUPOPEIC, TTPOXOL, ASKAVEC, AANA KAl UKPO-
TEPA AYYEIQ, OTTWC TIIVAKIA, ANKLOLA, ALXVAPLA, ATPAKTO-
OxXNHa LLPOBOXELT, AOKOL, (PIAAISIA KAl PUTA, TIOAAA ATTO

The excavation of the complex yielded numerous findings.
The majority of the findings date to the Hellenistic period,
from the beginning ofthe 3rd to the middle ofthe 2nd c.B.C.
As-already mentioned, finds before that period are very
scarce, because of the extended leveling of the surface of
the hill for the construction of the complex at the late 4th -
early 3rd c. B.C. Finds from the Roman period, that is from
the posterior phase of use of the site, are equally limited.

Large quantities of pottery were discovered underneath a
thick destruction layer, in the form of a compact mass, be-
cause of the fusion of the fired mud-brick and the calcifica-
tion of the masonry stones when the building was set on
fire. Among the hundreds of vases which came to light
one can find stamnoi, amphoras, prochoi, bowls as well as
smaller vases, like plates, small lecythoi, lamps; unguen-
taria, sacs, small phiales and rhyta, many of which are dec-
orated in the ‘West Slope’ style. Some interesting finds in-
clude a clay tripod leg with a representation in relief of
Cerberus and some figurines of goddess Persephone,

ABapn mpoxoug, apagn Askavn kat pehapBapnc apgopiokog / Unglazed jug, unglazed lekane and black-glazed amphoriskos
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TA orroia £PePAV SIAKOCHNON TOL TUTTOUL TNG «SUTIKNG
KAITVOG>. S TA EVOlAPEPOVTA ELPNHATATIEPAARBAVOVTAL
TTAAVO TTOSL Tpimoda pe avayAupn mapaotaocn KEpBepou
KAl LEPIKA EIBWALA TNG BEAC MEPOEPOVNG, TTOL EIKOVITE-
TAl WG VEAPN UNTEPA TNEG ELPOPIAG UE LYNAO «TTONO,
OTOAIOLIEVO EVIOTE [UE TIAYKAPTIIEG, KAPTTOVG KAl OTAXIAL.

MeydAo UEPOG TNG KEPAUIKNG TTOL CUYKEVTPWONKE Bpe-
BNKe TTAVw oTA SATTESA TOL KEVTPIKOV KTIOUATOC TOUL OL-
YKPOTNLATOGC, KABWGE KAL TOL «AdBLPIVOOL», TTOL 08NYOUL-
OE OTNV KEVIPIKN aidovoa. $To darnsdo tou «AaBupiv-
BoL» BPEBNKE PEYANOG APIBOG ELPVOTOUWY AYYEIWV,
KUPIWG AEKAVEG, KABWG KAl Evag TMAWVOG AUXVOG. ZTa EEL
; BWUATIA EKATEPWOEV TNG K:'c_VTler']c aibovoag Bpednkav
OaPAVTA TIEPITTOUL TTIBOL, TOTTOBETNEVOL OE TEXVNTEG KO-
AOTNTEC €Ml ToL Bpaxwdoug £8dpouc. Kdarolot 6ot
" NTAV OPPAYICHEVOL E TINAO KAl OPICHEVOL EPEPAV ETTI-
SloPBWCELC ATTO TNV APXAIOTNTA LE HOALBSIVA EAACUA-
Ta. Méoa ota mMeapia ATav amobnKELIEVA SNUNTPICKA
(o1Tdpt, KPLBAPL, KOLKIA, AOLTTLVAY), TTOL ATTAVOPAKWONKAV
KATA TNV TTUPTTOANGH TOL CUYKPOTAMATOG KAl KATA CUVE-

TIELA Ol XWPOL EKATEPWOEV TNG KEVTPIKAC aiBovoag ava-

MeAapBapnc ackog, xaAKiva sEapTAPATA KATATEATWY
Black-glazed askos, bronze catapult accessories

whois seen as a young mother of euphoria with a high ‘po-
los’, sometimes decorated with fruit and spikes.

- A large part of the pottery was discovered on the floor of

the complex’s main building, as well as in the ‘labyrinth’ * i
leading to the central hall. The floor of the ‘labyrinth’
yielded an important number of open-lip vases, mainly
bowls, as well as a clay lamp. The six rooms flanking the
central hall included around forty pithoi, placed in artificial

ATI0BNKEVTIKOG XWPOG e TTiBouG / Storage room with pithoi
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yvwpIovtal we armodnKeLTIKOL TIC ArTOBAKEG EVTOTTI-
OTNKAV AKOWUN HUAOTIETPEG YIA TO AAECHA TWV SNUNTPLA-
KWV, BaAaooivd 00TPEQ, SIAPOPA CIBEPEVIA YEWPYIKA
Kal ELAOLPYIKA EPYAAEia, OTTWE AAETPLA, AEIVEG, TTEAE-
KELG, TIPLOVIA, Spemavia, YAOpava, KoTTidia, Kabwg K ob-
VEPYA Yla TO PAPEUQ, OTTWG TPLAVES KAl KARAKIAL.

Meydho evBlapEPOV TTAPOLOIAZOLY TA ELPNUATA TNG KE-
VTPIKN ai®ouodg, OTToL, EKTOC TWV AAAWV, EVIOTIIOTNKE
£VAG XAAKIVOG AEBNTAG LEYAAWY SIAOTACEWY, Uid PEYA-
AN paa aro CIBEPEVIOVE TPOXOUG, KAl YUPW OKOPTTIOUE-
VOL XAAKIVOL TPOXOL A0 KATATTEATEG KAl KAOTAVIEG (ETTI-
OXEOTPA), KABWG KAl OIOEPEVIEG AXEG BEAWV. ZTO YEITO-
" vikd BoPEIOAVATOAKO BWUATIO BPEBNKAV AKOUN EIKOGL
800 o1depevIeg TTAIVOOL, Bapoug 6-10,5 KIAA N KABE pia.

" TEAOG, KATA TNV QVAOKAPH TIEPICLVEAEYN KAVOC ap18-
HOC XAAKIVWV VOUIOUATWY, TA TIEPIOOOTEPA EK TWV
OTTolWV AMmoTEAOVV KOTTEG TOL Kowvou Twv HIeipwTwv
(233/1-168/7 T1.X.).

Eppnveia Tou Ywpou

cavities cut inside the rocky soil. Some pithoi were
sealed with clay and some were repaired since antiquity
with lead plates. The pithoi stored cereal (wheat, barley,
broad beans, lupin), which were incinerated when the
complex was set on fire - therefore the rooms on each
side of the central hall had storage use. The depots also
contained grindstones for cereal, sea shells, various
agricultural and woodworking instruments made of iron,
like plows, spades, axes, saws, sickles, chisels, as well as
fishing instruments, like tridents and spears. The findings
in the central hall were particularly interesting; among
others, a large bronze caldron, a large mass of iron
wheels and scattered bronze wheels coming from cata-
pults and kastanies (epichestra), as well as iron arrow
heads. The adjacent northeastern room also revealed
twenty-two iron bricks, weighing 6-10.5 kilograms each.

Finally, a good number of bronze coins came toslight dur-

ing the excavation, most of which were minted during the
Epirote Alliance (233/1-168/7 B.C.).

Interpreting the site

Ol apxaliec TNYEG TTOL avagEpovTal oto lepd Touv Adn
KAl NG MeposPOVNG VAl TTOAEC KAl EVIOTE CUYKEXUVE-
VEC, Ol TIEPIOCOTEPEG WOTOCO GLVNYOPOUV CTNV TOTTO-
B£TN0N TOL OTNV TIEPLOXN TNG KOIAASAC ToL AxEpovTd.
Mavdapyalsg Adikeg SoEaoleg sixav cuvdeBel Pe TNV Tl
OTN OTL AIIVEG KL TTOTAWLA, TTOL TTOAAEG (POPEC eEApavVi-
Covtal ota Badn tng yng kat Eavaspgpavidovtal amo ta
£YKATA TNG, elval o Spopog mouv odnyel atov Katw Ko-
Oo. ZTNV avTiAnyn avTh TIPETEL va armo808sl N cLoYE-
Tlon Tov AXEPOVTA TTOTAUOL Kal g Axepovuaiag Aipvng
LLE TOUC VEKPOUG.
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Ancient sources referring to the Sanctuary of Hades and
Persephone are numerous and oftenindistinct, however
most place it in the valley‘of the Acheron River. Age-old
popular notions were linked to the belief that lakes and
rivers, which often disappear and reappear from the

-

depths of the earth, are the path leading to the Under- . .

world. This view explains the correlation of the Acheron
River and the lake Acherousia with the dead.

In the Odyssey, Circe advises Ulysses to reach the
palaces of Hades in order to receive the omen by the
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Aron touv Nekpopavteiov amoé utika / View of the Nekromanteion from west

Stnv O8voosla n Kipkn cupBouvAsvsl tov OSvoosa va pe-
TaBsl ota MAAATIA TOL A8, VLA VA TTAPEL XPNOKO Ao ToV
pavtn Tepsoia, yia 1o mwe Ba yvplost otnv 18dkn. To ka-
PABLTOL Ba PTACEL OE EVA AKPOYLAAL, OTTOL BPIOKETAL TO
mavayvo 8doog tng Mepospovng Pe TIG TavOPnAeC AsL-
KEG KAL TIG AKAPTIEG (TIEC. ZTO ONUEID OTToL O MUPIPAEYE-
Buwv Kal 0 KwKLTOG, TTOL TINYACEL arTo T XTVYd, OUyoLV
e Tov AXEpovTa HE TTOAL BounTo, EKEL 0T HECN £ival

£vag BPaxog L pia ornAld, N £i0080¢ otov Katw Koaopo.
L opooTNTA TNG ounler'ic"nsplypa(phc LIE TO TOTT® TNG
TES1A8aC TOL AXEPOVTA EIVAL XAPAKTNPLIOTIKA. THV-OLOL-
OTNTA EIKE TTAPATNPNOEL kat o Mavoaviag, ov vreBsos
OTL 0 OUNPOC ElXE SEL ALTOVLE TOLG TOTTOUG KAL OTNV TTEPL-
VPO TOL YIA TN XWPA ToL AN £8WOE OTA TTOTAWIC EKEI-
va Ta OVOLATA TWV TTOTARWY TG Osompwrtiag. EEAAov,
o Hpodotog dinysttat ot o Meplavépog, o TVPAVVOG TNG

clairvoyant Teiresias on how to return to Ithaca. His ship
is to reach a beach where lies the sacrosanct grove of
Persephone with its tall poplars and its barren willows.
At the point where Pyriphlegethon and Kokytos, ema-
nating from the Styx, are joined with Acheron in a great
hum, there lies in the middle a rock with a cave, this be-
ing the entrance to the Underworld. There is character-
istic similarity between the Homeric description and the
landscape of the valley of the Acheron. This similarity
was also noted by Pausanias, who assumed that Homer
had seen these places and that he gave the names of
the rivers of Thesprotia in his description of Hades. Be-
sides, Herodotus tells that Periander, the tyrant of
Corinth, sent emissaries at the nekromanteion of Ephyra

; in Thesprotia, to ask the soul of his wife Melissa where

she had hidden the treasure of one of their guests.
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KopivBou, £0TEINE ATTECTAAUEVOUC OTO VEKPOLAVTEIO
™N¢ EqpLpag otn OsommpwrTia, ylia va pwTtrnoovy TV Puxn
NG yvvaikag Tov MéAiooag o sixe KPUYEL Tov Bnoav-
PO KAToloL PNOEEVOLEVOL. Baolopgvog oTiG mapara-
VW TIEPLYPAPEG, O OLVSLACUO LIE TA avaoKuclec'i £UpPN-
LLATA, TIG EKATOVTASEG TWV AYYEIWY, TTOANG ATTO TA OTToia
UITOPEL va XPNOIMELAV WG TEASTOLPYIKA, TA EIGWAIA TNG
MeposPOvVNG, TOLG TTIOAAOUG SIA8POUOUG KAl TOV «AABL-
PWB0», TToL 181IACOLY OTA lEPA HE XBovIa AaTpsia, TNV
UTTOYELA KPUTTTA KAl TN HOPPK] TOL KEVTPIKOU KTIOHATOC,
TTOL BULICEL TA HAVOWAELA TNG AVATOAAG, 0 2. AdKaPNG
TAUTIOE TA EPEITMIA TOL CLUYKPOTHHATOC oToV Meoorota-
_HopeTo Nekpopavteio Tou AxepovTa.

SOppwva pe tov Adkapn, n Asttouvpyia tov Nekpoua-
VTEIOL AVAYETAL OTA TIPOIOTOPIKA XPOVIA, OTAV Ol TEAE-
" TOLPYIEG TEAOLVTAV OE KATTOLO OTTHAAIO 1 AVOLyHA TNG
yNG, TTOL BEWPNBNKE WG EI0080¢ 0TOV KATW KOO0, LIE TO
OTTOIO CUVBEETAL EVEEXOUEVWIG N LTTOYELA KPUTTTN TOL EA-
ANVIOTIKOU GLYKPOTAUATOC. O avaoKAPEAC oTNPIXONKE
OTIC apXaiEC TTNYEG Yl va TIEptypael T Sladikaoia tng
HONONG TWV TTIIOTWV YIA TNV ETTAPT) TOUG LE TOLC VEKPOULG.
Ol ETTIOKETTTEG EICEPXOVTAV OTO IEPO ATTO ToV BOPELO S1da-
BpOoLIo Kat BIEPEVAV YId AYVWOTO S1AcTNUA OTA SWUATIA
TTPOSTOACIAG BOPELA TOL SIASPOHOL, TTOL ATTOTEAOL-
vTav amod 5U0 KOITWVEC KAl £vav AOLTPWVA. STOUG XW-
POLG ALTOUVC, OTTOL EMIKPATOVOE ASIATTEPACTO OKOTAS!,
LTTORAANOVTAV OE PUXIKN KAl CWHATIKN TTPOETOILAOIA,
HEOW E18IKNG Slattag, TTov oXETICOTAV LIE TA VEKPOSEIvVA
(XOLPIVO KPEAC, KOUKIA, KPLOAPEVIO YW, OTPEISIA, YaAA
Kal LEAY. YTToBAANOvTAy, ETTIONG, OE TIPAEELC LAYEIAG, LE
BALUAOCTEG BINYNOEIG TIPOCELXEC KAl AKATAANTITEG 8&N-
OEIC TIPOC TOUC LTTOXOAVIOUE BAILOVEC Ao ToV lEPEQ,
Kal EEAYVIOUOUL UE AOLTPA, YId TOV PUXIKO KAl CWHATIKO
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Based on the aforementioned description, combined
with the excavation finds, the hundreds of vases, many
of which could have served the rituals, the Persephone
figurines, the numerous corridors and the ‘labyrinth’,
which are typical of sanctuaries with chthonic cults, the
underground crypt and the form of the central building
which resembles the mausoleums in the Orient, S.
Dakaris linked the ruins of the complex in Mesopotamos
to the Nekromanteion of Acheron.

According to Dakaris, the operation of the Nekroman-
teion dates back to the prehistoric period, when rituals
would take place in a cave or an opening of the earth,
considered as an entrance to the underworld, with which
could be connected the underground crypt of the Hel-
lenistic complex. The excavator based on ancient
sources to describe the procedure of initiating the faithful
into the world of the dead. Visitors entered the sanctuary
from the northern corridor and remained for an unknown
period of time in the preparation rooms to the north of the
corridor, which were composed of two dormitories and a
bath. In these areas and in impenetrable darkness, they
underwent their psychological and physical preparation,
through a'special diet related to the dinners honoring the
dead (pork, broad beans, barley bread, oysters, milk and
honey). They were also subject to acts of magic, with
wondrous narrations, prayers and undecipherable
prayers to the underworld demons by the priest, and they
were cleansed of the impurities of their soul and body.in
baths. When their body and soul were ready, they com-
menced their contact with the underworld. Along with the
priest-guide, they would pass to the eastern corridor,
where they would offer fire sacrifices and libations, and
then they would walk through the corridor giving them



kaBapuod Toug. OTav ATAv TTAEOV ETOILOL CWHATIKA KAl
PuxIKa, Eskivoboav yia TNV EMAPR LE TOV KATW KOGCHO.
Madl Ue Tov IEPEA - 06NYO TTEPVOLOAV OTOV AVATOAIKO
B1A8POoLI0, OTTOL TIPOOPEPAV EUTTUPEG BLOIEC KAl XOEC,
gnerta SiEoxiav Tov AaBLpPveo, 0 oTTolog LTTEBANE TNV
EVTUTTWON TNG TIEPIITAAVNONG GTOV OKOTEWVO KOOLIO TOU
A8n, Kal HEoW TNG TEASLTAIAC OIBEPOPPAXTNG TTUANG
EUMavVav oTNV KEVIPIKNA ailBouoa Tou lEPoL, OOV YIVO-
TAV N ETMKOVWVIA E TOUG VEKPOULG. Me Tn Bor8sia yepa-
VOU, TTOL AEITOLPYOVOE LE TPOXAANIEG Kal avTiBapd, p-
PavifovTav Ta OKNVOBETNHEVA EIBWAA TWV VEKPWVY Kdl
OLVOUIAOLOAV LE TOUG TIOTOLG. H LTTOBRANTIKA HoPYPNA
- oL XWPEOUL TTOV rrpoxa)\obog TV £EaYin NG pavtasiac, n
" TIAPALoONOLoYOVOC SpAch TWV KATAAMNAWY TPOPWIV KAl
n WUXOAOYIKN (POPTION ATTO TIC TEASTOLPYIEC KAL TIG AKA-
TAANTITEG SENOEIG ETTEPEPAV TO AVAUEVOLEVO ATTOTEAE-
" oua, Kal ot ToTol sixav Ty YPeudaiobnon 0Tl EMKOWVW-
VOUV LIE TOUG VEKPOULG. MeTd To TEAOG TNG dladikaalag, ot
ETTIOKETTTEG 08MNYOLVTAV OTOV EEWTEPIKO AVATOAIKO S1d-
SPOO KAl KATELBVVOVTAV OE EVA ATTOUOVWHEVO SWLATIO
OTO TENOG TOU, ATTO OTTOU, APOL LITOBANOVTAV OFE TPILE-
PO KABAPUO, ArmoxwpeoLoav Ard TNV AVATOAIKH TTAAYLA
TOL AOPOU, EXOVTAG AVAAGBEL TNV LTTOXPEWON VA TNEM-
OOLV ATTOAUTN CLWTTH YIa 60a €8V Kal AKovoay KATA TV
TIAPAOVH] TOUG OTO IEPO TWV Bewv Tov Katw Kodopov.

AlapopeTIKA Arron yla tnv spunveidrou OLYKPOTAUA-
¥ TOG €xEl SlaTumwBEel amo Tov Dietwulf Baatz, o omiolog
MEAETWVTAG TA METAAIKA eEapTApata mov Bpgdnkay
OTNV KEVTPIKN diBouod, Ta TAVTIOE UE ETTTA KATATTEA-
TEG OLOTPOPNC SIAPOPETIKWY PeYEBWY. MaAlota, ta
BEAN TTOL BPEBNKAV OTO (810 CNUEIO LTTOBEIKVVOLY OTL
Ol KATATTEATEC ATAV OTTAIOUEVOL TN OTIYHA TNG KATa-
OTPOMPNE TOL CLYKPOTAUATOC Ao ToLg Pwpaioug Kat

Ao Tov Nekpopavteiov amé avatoAikd
View of the Nekromanteion from east

the impression of wandering in the dark world of Hades,
and through the last iron-clad gate they would enter the
central hall of the sanctuary, for their communion with the
dead. Assisted by a crane working with pulleys and
makeweights, the staged figurines of the dead would ap-
pear and converse with the believers. The suggestive
form of the space exciting the imagination, the hallucina-
tory action of the proper foods and the psychological ten-
sion from the rites and the unintelligible prayers would
lead to the anticipated results, and the believers had the
illusion of communicating with the dead. After the proce-
dure would come to a close, they were guided in the ex-
ternal eastern corridor and directed towards an isolated
room atthe end. After being cleansed for three days, they
would be led from the edge of that room onto the eastern
slope of the hill, undertaking to maintain utter silence re-

: garding all that they had seen and heard during their

presence in the sanctuary of the gods of the Underworld.
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XPNOooToloLVTAV yia T dpuva Tou. To yEyovog auTo,
o€ 0LVSLACKO HE TOV EVTOTTIOHO TTOAVAPIOHWY AYyPOTI-
KWV EPYAAEIWV KAl QVTIKEIUEVWY yia Pdpsua, amodbn-
KELTIKWV TTIBWV, KEPAIKNG OLKIAKNG XPNONG KAl LUAOAL-
Bwv, 08Aynoav Tov UEAETNTA OTO ouurrépaouu'drl TO
OLYKPOTNUA ArTOTEAOVOE OXLPN IBIWTIK AYPOLKIA TWV
EAMNVIOTIKWY XPOVWV. Eva akOun ONUAVTIKO OTOIKEIO
TTOL OTNPEICEL TNV Aoy TOL, BEWPSEL OTL Eival N HIKP!
mapouoia sIWAIWY, OTAV, AKOUN KAl O JIKPAG OTTOL-
dAIOTNTAG LEPA, O APIBLOG TWV EIBWAIWY TNG TILWHEVNG
B£6TNTAC Elval ONUAVTIKA LEYAAVTEPOG.

: Mavtwe, mMapd TI¢ AVTIBETEG amOPELG TTOL £XOLV SlATL-
TIWOEL yla TN XPHon TOL CLUYKPOTNUATOG, EIVAL YEYOVOG
Ta N cLVSEoN, 0T CLVEIBNON TOL KOOV, TOL CUYKE-
KPLLEVOL apXALOAOYIKOU XWPOUL LE To apxaio Nekpopa-
" VTEio TOL AxgpovTa.

Apxatopotavikn peAETN

Evysvia Mkatgoywa

To CLYKPOTNHA OTOV AOPO TOL MECOTOTAOL KATACTPA-
(PNKE ATTO LOXLEH TTVPKAYLA YUPW GTO 167 T1. X., TNV TTEPIO-
80 TIOUL Ta PWHAIKA OTPATELHATA El0ERaANaV oTnV Hrel
p0. AuTH TNV TIEPI060, OTA £EL SWHATIA TIEPILETPIKA TNG
KEVTPIKAC AlBoLOAG TOL KTNPIOL EiXAV ATTOBNKEVTEL HE-
oa O£ PEYAAA Kal HIKPA TIOAPIA UEYANEG TTOOOTNTEG
AYPOTIKWY TTPOIOVTWY. EEQuTiag TnG EMapng Toug UE TNV
PWTIA ALTA SlATNPEABNKAV O ATTAVOPAKWHEVN LOPPN,
KLPIWG OTO BOPEIOAVATOAKO SWHATIO TOU KEVTPIKOL
KTNPIOL. APXAIOBOTAVIKEC EPEVLVEC £65IEQV OTITO (PACUA
TWV E18WV TTOL KAAIEPYOLVTAV KAl ArfoBnKeLOVTAV O
HOP®PT OTTOPWV ATAV HEYANO. ATTO SNUNTPIAKA BPEONKAV
TA TTAPAKATW: OE PEYANEG TTOCOTNTEG, TO KOWO/OKANPO
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A different interpretation of the complex was expressed
by Dietwulf Baatz, who, having studied the metallic acces-
sories found in the central hall, identified them with seven
torsion catapults of varying sizes. In fact, the arrows found
at the same spot suggest that the catapults were armed
andthat they were used to defend the complex, at the mo-
ment it'was being destroyed by the Romans. This fact,
combined with the presence of numerous agricultural
tools and fishing instruments, storage pithoi, domestic
pottery and grindstones, led the researcher to conclude
that the complex was a fortified private farmhouse of the
Hellenistic period. He considers that another important
lead to support his view is the minor presence of figurines
since, even in less important sanctuaries, the number of
figurines of the honoured divinity is considerably greater.

However, despite the opposing views which have been
formulated on the use of the complex, in the public’s
mind, this particular site has been linked to the ancient
Nekromanteion of Acheron.

Archaeobotanical study
Eugenia Gkatzogia

A strong conflagration around 167 BC burnt down the
building. It was the period when Roman troops invaded
Epirus. At that time a vast number of pithoi and smaller
storage jars was contained in six storerooms. Due to
contact with fire, large quantities of charred agricultural
products have been preserved, mainly in one of these
room at the north-east side. Archaeobotanical studies
showed that arange of crops were stored and preserved
such as cereal grains, bread/macaroni (T. aestivum/ com-
pactum/ durum), six row, and possibly two row, hulled



ortapt (T. aestivum/ compactum/ durum) kat To Kpl8dpt
(Hordeum vulgare), clyoupa 10 £ACTOIXO, TIIOAVOV KAl TO
BlOTOIKO. T€ HKPOTEPEG TTOCOTNTEG, EVOEXOUEVWC TUL-
xaia Bpebnkav to dikokko (Triticum dicoccum) kat Tmea-
VOV 10 ortapt omeAta (Triticum spelta).

ATO dotipla KaAAlepyoLVTAV: To KoUK (Vicia faba), To po-
Bt (Vicia ervilia), To pmceN (Pisum sativum), To AaBouvpt
(Lathyrus sativus/ cicera) kat tTa Aoumva (Lupinus sp.).
Avdpsoa ota 6ompla pAVETAL OTL TA KOUKIA UTTEPTE-
pPoLV O CLUYKPLON HE TA AAAA £i8n. ANa €i6n pLTWV
OTTIWG N BPWN, To PERIBL Kal TIIBavov o BIKog BpEdBNKav
O£ TTOAD IKPEG TTOOOTNTEC OTIC TTAPATIAVW COSEIEC KAl
: HAAAOV LE TLXAIO TPOTTO (n.‘x. arrd KAAEPYELEG OTO (810
XWPAPL | arto TNV MeEEpyacia Toug oTo 610 AAWVL E
TA TTAPATTAVW ONUAVTIKA €16n). Mepikd mpoiovta, Ku-
| plwg TA SNUNTELAKA, ATTOBNKEVLTNKAV OXESOV WG KABa-
plougvol arropol. MapoAo o ev BpeBNKav TA TTEPLBAN-
HATA TOUG, EVIOTIOTNKAV APKETA JIAvVIa KAANEPYELAG
TTOU TA OLVOBELAY, CLUTTEPAAUBAVOUEVNG TNG NPAG
(Lolium temulentum), evoc 8nAntnpiwdoug iaviov. MNa
Va KATAoTOLV TA SNUNTPIaKA Bpwalua, empere ta JIa-
VIA VA ATTOPAKPULVBOLV LIE TO XEPL AuTH N SpacTnplotnTa
MOAVOV TTPAYLATOTTOOVTAV EVIOC TOU CUYKPOTHHATOG
Kal o Kadnuepwvr Bdaon. Emiong, avausoa ota ¢ppouta
ONUAVTIKO pOAO £malday Ta oTAPLAIA KABWGE pia Kadapn
OULYKEVTPWOT] TOUC BPEBNKE O eva HIKPO TOAPL. ANO
: (pPOUTO TTOL EVTOTTIOTNKE r']"tclv TO OLKO. [EVIKA paiveTal
OTL Ol KATOIKOL TOL KTNPIoL £TMEAEEQV TNV, KAAIEQPYELQ
HUIAC MEYAANG YKAUAG (PUTIKWVY E18WV (SNUNTPLAKWY,
OOTIPIWV KAl (PPOVUTWY) WG BACIKN OTPATNYIKA StaBiwong
LIE OKOTTO TNV TTPOWBONOoN TNG 6TABEPOTNTAG LE TOV TTE-
PLOPLOHO TOU KIVEUVOU, OE TIEPITTTUWON TTOU LA ATTO TIG ON-
HAVTIKEG OOBEIEC KATACTPEPOTAV I ATTOTUXAIVE.

barley (Hordeum vulgare). In smaller amounts, inciden-
tally have been found seeds of emmer (Triticum dicoc-
cum) and possibly spelt (Triticum spelta). From pulses:
broad beans (Vicia faba), bitter vetch (Vicia ervilia), com-
mon pea (Pisum sativum), grass pea (Lathyrus sativus/ ci- * ;
cera) and lupine (Lupinus sp.). It seems that broad bean
outnumber all other pulses and were storedin a number
of pithoi. Other plant species such as oat, chick pea and
common vetch seem to be contaminants in the afore-
mentioned stored crops. Some of the crops, mainly cere-
als were found almost semi- cleaned. Even if these were
not stored with the attached chaff, where accompanied
by a vast quantity of weeds, including poison darnel (Loli-
um temulentum). To render cereals suitable for human
consumption, weeds had to be removed by hand, in-
doors and in daily basis. Among fruits, a pure concentra-
tion of grape pips was stored in a small jar. Other fruit

« found was fig. To sum up, it seems that the inhabitants of

the building choose the cultivation of a great range of ce-
reals and pulses as a basic subsistence strategy aiming
to promote stability through spreading risk of failure of

one or the other crop.

ATavOpakwHEVOL GTTOPOL ATTO KOUKLA Kat armo pofL
Carbonized seeds of broad beans and of bitter vetch
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AtHina Konstantaki

History

H mepipgpsia Tov davapiov, HETA TNV 0BWUAVIKT KATA-
KTNaon, LTTayoTav SIOIKNTIKA Kata Tov 160 at. otov Nahiye -
iRinase kal otov Kaza-l Yanya, sv ouvexsia otov kald Map-
yapttiov, oL vrrayoTav oTo BAAETL Iwavvivwy, armoTeEAw-
© vTag HEXPL TO 1835 aveEApTNTO HOLTECEAUAIKL, LE EIKOOL
XwpLd Kal 8lolKNTIKO KEVTPOo TN Mopitoa (Ztavpoxwpel). H
TIEPLOXN EKKANCLACTIKA AVAKE APXIKA 0TV €MOoKoTT Bou-
BpwToL Kal FAUKEWCG Kat eV oLVEXEIA oTnV emmokoTT Mapa-
pLBIag, n orroid e TN CEPA TG, LTTAYOTAV OTN UNTEOTTOAN

Following the Ottoman conquest, in the 16th century the
region of Fanari administratively came under Nahiye -i
Rinase and Kaza-l Yanya, and later under Kaza Margari-
tiou, which came under the Vilayet of loannina, thus
forming -up until 1835- an independent muteselmliki
consisting of twenty villages, of which Goritsa (Stavro-
chori) was the administrative centre. Ecclesiastically, the
region initially belonged to the Bishopric of Buthrotum
and Glykeos, and later to the Bishopric of Paramythia,

Amoyin tov vaou tou Ay. lwdvvn emavw oto cuykpotnia Tov Nekpopavieiov / View of the Ag. loannis church on the Nekromanteion complex




lwavvivwyv. H mediada tou davapiov, oTnv oroia KaA-
AlEPYOLVTAV OITNPA, CUYKEVTPWVE KLUPIWGE AABAVOPW-
VO AyPOTIKO KOANNYIKO TTANBUOHO, OE TOIPAIKOXWPLA, LUE
EAIPETIKA BVUOKOAEG oLVONKEC CWNG, AOyw TOL EAW-
80U TTEPIBANNOVTOG.

To OVAITIKO HETOXL
tou Ay. lwavvn

which in turn came under the Metropolis of loannina. The
Fanari plain, where wheat was cultivated, mainly gath-
ered Albanian-speaking sharecropping populations in

- its chiflik (serf) villages, which faced extremely difficult

living conditions due to the marshy environment.

The Sinaitic Monastery Dependency
(metochion) of Ag. loannis

3 TO KEVIPIKO TUNUA TOUL EPEITTWHEVOL EANNVICTIKOV GL-
YKPOTHLATOG TOL NEKPOUAVTEIOL (EPVBNKE KATA TOLG
HeTABLTAVTIVOLG XPOVOULG, EVEEXOUEVWG LETA TOV 160

aiwva, n Movn Ayiou lwavvn tou MpodpououL AvkoLpE-
: ong, YVwoTn Kat we Movn G)ﬁvs(ac. EmpokelTo yia owvdi-
TIKO UETOXL, TTOL S10IKOVVTAV ATTO TOV NYOVUEVO TN Mo-
VNG Aylag Alkatepivng lwavvivwy Kal SIEBETE onuavTl-
" Kn akivntn meplovoia.

To HOVAOTNPIAKO CLYKPOTNA, TTOL TIEPIBAANOTAVY ATTd
oWNAG HavEpoTOoIXO, TIEPIEAAUBAVE TO KABOAIKO Kal
XWPOLE Slapovne (KeAd) oTo BOPELIO TUAKA, TA oTTold
KATedaPIodnKav KATA TNV EVAPEN TWV AVACKAPWY TO
1958. 210 SUTIKO TUAKA TOL TIEPIBOAOL SlaTNPRBNKE N
BVpPA €100860L OTO HOVACTNPIAKO CLYKPOTNUA, UE TO-
EWTO LTTEPBLPO.

To KABOAIKO AVAKEL GTOV TUTTO TOL ATTAOL LOVOXWPOUL EL-
: AOOTEYOUL VdIoKOU, UE uu('pﬁ gEexovoa alida avateAka
KQl CUUPLEC KWEWVOOTAGLO, TOL SIATPNTOL TUTTOL, SUTL-
KA. 1A TN SOUNGCN TWV TOIXWV EXEL XPNOLHOTIOINBEl apxaio
LAIKO arTd TO EMNVIOTIKO CLUYKPOTNHA, OTTWE YWVIOAIBOL
Kal TAIVOOL, TTOL KOGLOVV GE OPIZOVTIEG OEIPEC TIC ABIAp-
BPWTEC OYELC, UE TTUKVH SLATAEN OTNV AVATOAIKH TTASLPA,
Kal TOVICOLV TA TOEA TWV AVOLYLATWV (BLPa, TTapddupa).

The Monastery of Agios loannis (Saint John the Baptist) of
Lykouresi, also known as the Monastery of Thaneza, was
founded in the post-Byzantine period, possibly after the
16th century, in the central section of the ruined Hellenis-
tic complex of the Nekromanteion. This was a Sinaitic
monastery dependency (metochion) which was adminis-
tered by the abbot of the Monastery of Agia Aikaterini of

loannina and owned substantial immovable property.

The monastery complex, which was surrounded by a
tall stone enclosure, included the catholicon and ac-
commodation areas (cells) in the northern section,
which were demolished upon commencement of exca-
vations in 1958. The entrance to the monastery com-
plex with its arched lintel was preserved in the western
section of the enclosure.

The catholicon is a single-nave, wooden-roofed church
with a small protruding arch in the east and an inbuilt bell
tower, of the perforated type, in the west. The walls were
built using ancient material from the Hellenistic complex,
such as coigns and plinths, which decorate -in horizontal
rows- the non-configured aspects, forming a compact

: arrangement on the eastern side, and highlight the arch-

es of the openings (door, windows).
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O LIKPOG VAOC EOCWTEPIKA EIVAL EVIAUOG, XWPIG TEUTTAO, Kl
KATtAypapog. O TOKOYPAPIKOC SIAKOOLIOG, TTOL SlAaTnPEl-
TAL ATTOOTIACHATIKA, XApaKTNPICETAL ATTd ArTAA EKPPACTI-
KA HEaa. To EIKOVOYPAPIKO TTIPOYPAUA SIapBpuVETaAL O
STTAANAEC CWVEG, UE OAOCWOLE LETWTTIKOVE ayiéoq Kat
oTNOaia LE TTPOTOHEG AWV, HE PUTIKA TIAPATTANPWUATL-
KA MOTIRA, OE UIMAPOK OPOC. STO HETWITO TOL AVATOAIKOV
KAl SUTIKOV TOIXOL SIATNEOLVTAL AVTIOTOLXA Ol OKNVEG
™ Avanying tou Kupiou kat tng Kopnoswe tng Ooto6-
KOU, Ol OTTolEG TTAALCIWVOVTAL aro Toug EvayysAloteg. H
APXIKA TOIXOYPAPNON TOL VAoL EYIVE OTA LECA TOL 180V
al. (1740), cLUEWVA UE KATECTPAUEVN CHUEPT KTNTOPL-

K ETILYPAPN) Kal SEXONKE ATEXVEG EMIWYPAPIOEIC oTa
: TEAN TOL 1900V A OTIG APXEC ToL 200V alwva.To KEIUEVO
NG EMYPAPNC, TTOL BPIOKOTAV EVOEXOUEVWC TTAVW ATTO
N SLTIKNA €loodo, Tapadidel o M. ApaBaviivoc:

0 vaog tou Ay. lwavvn (avatoAkn oyn) '
Ag. loannis church (eastern view)

The interior of the small church consists of a single space,
without an iconostasis, and is covered in wall paintings.
The mural decoration, which has been partially pre-
served, is of simple expression. The iconographic series
is arranged in successive zones and includes full-length
frontals of saints and bands with busts of saints, as well as
supplementary plant motifs in a baroque style. The fronts
of the eastern and western walls depict scenes from the
Ascension of Christ and the Dormition of the Virgin Mary,
respectively, which are accompanied-by the Evangelists.
The initial wall painting of the church dates back to the
mid 18th century (1740), according to the - now destroyed
- founder’s inscription, and was crudely painted over in
the late 19th and early 20th century. According to P. Ara-
vantinos the inscription, which was most likely placed
above the western entrance, read as follows:




«Totopn|On 6 Belog kai TAvoenTog oUTOg vaodg TOD Tiiov
IIpoSpopov kai Basttiotod Twdvvov, £moKomedovTog
oV Beo@reoTATOL £MOKOTOV BovBpwtod kai TAvkEmg
Kupiov Kvpiov EvBupiov, 51¢t cuvdpourig thv edoefmv
kat ‘O pBodowv xplotiavdv, S1d Xe1pog T@V ayloypa-
PV N1koAdov ka1 @eodmpov TdV avtadeApwy, £k T0-
Aewg Inavvivwv AoZETo1 1740»

SOUPWVA LE 6O AVAPEPOVTAL, TIPOKELTAL YIA EPYO TWV
adeppwv NIKOAaoL Kat ©£66wpou armod To AoleTtol (EA-
ANVIKO), éva amod Ta Katoavoxwpla Twv lwavvivwy. O
NIKOAaoG Xwpagpdc, padi e ToUG YIoLG Toug O£086010
~ kat AAeElo, Totxoypapnoav HexpL kat To 1756 vaoug kat
" 0t AAAEC TTEPLOXEG TNG Hrrs.ipou, NG ©so0oaAag Kal TG
AuTIKNG Maksdoviag.

"~ O vaog ASITOLPYOLOE HEXPL TNV EVAPEN TWV AVAOKA-
PwV 0Ta 1958 WG KOWNTNPIAKOC VAOC TOU OLKICHOL TOL

MeooTTOTALOU (TT. AUKOVPEGL).
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NemTTopEPELA TOLXOYPAPIKOD Slakoapou / Part of the wall paintings

“The wall paintings of this holy and sacred church of Ag.
Ioannis were created under the bishopric of the beloved
by God Bishop of Buthrotum and Glykeos, Efthymiou,

- with the contribution of the devout Orthodox Chris-

tians, by the religious painters Nikolaos and Theodoros, *
brothers from the city of loannina, Lozetst, in 1740”.

According to sources, the wall paintings are the work of
two brothers, Nikolaos and Theodoros from Lozetsi
(Elliniko); one of the Katsanochoria villages in loannina.
Nikolaos Chorafas and his sons, Theodosios and Alex-
ios, painted murals up until 1756 in churches scattered in
different regions of Epirus, Thessaly and Western Mace-
donia.

Up until the commencement of excavations in 1958, the
church functioned as the cemetery church of the village
of Mesopotamos (former Lykouresi).

S



H o8wpavikn katoikia (kovAwa)

The Ottoman Residence (koulia)

S TNV KOPLPH TOL AOPOL ToL Ay. lwavvn, LE TTARPN ETTO-
TITEIA TN ELPVTEPNC TIEPLOXNG, KAl OTO UECOV TOL EAAN-
VIOTIKOU OUYKPOTAUATOG KATAOKEVLAOTNKE, mOavViC
OTO TIPWTO HIoO TOL 190V AlWVA, N LEMOVWHEVN OXLPN
katolkia (koLALQ). MpoKelTal yia mapadoolakod TUTTO Ka-
TOIKIAG TTOL XPNolUoTTolEiTAl ammd Toug OBwWHAVOUG (pE-
OLBAPXEC OTA HEYAAA TOIPAIKIA TOLC,.

KoUMa (Bopeta Kat SUTIKF TTASLPA)
Koulia (north and western side)

At the top of the hill of Agios loannis (Saint John) over-
looking the wider region, the detached fortified resi-
dence (koulia) was built in the midst of the Hellenistic
complex, probably in first half of the 19th century. This is
the traditional type of residence used by Ottoman feudal
lords in their large estates.




H oxupn katowkia arotsAsital ard Vo avicoUWEIg
OYKOUG, TO 0PB0YWVIO KLPIWE KTAPLO Kal ToV TTUpyo. To
KTNPLO EEWTEPIKA TTAPOULCIATEL XAPAKTNPIOTIKA (PPOL-
PLAKNG HOPPNC, LE OPBOYWVIOLE OYKOUG Kal KABAPES
YPAULES, HE sEaipson TIC 0EVANKTEG ATTOAAEEIC TwV
ETTANEEWV TTEPIUETPIKA TOL TTUPYOL. XAPAKTNPLIOTIKO
HOPPOAOYIKO GTOLXEIO Eival TA TTIWPIVA TOEWTA TTAAIoLa
TWV TApadLPWV Kal TwV BLPWV, TTOL KOCHOLVTAL HE
sE£xovoa Tawvia armo BpaloUATA KEPAUWY KAl TTAIVOWV.
Ol TOIKOTTOLEG €lval Ao apyoABoSoun HE AoBECTOKO-
viapa. pe e€aipeon To KATWTEPO THAHA TOL AVATONKOU
TOIXOU, TTOL EXEL BEUEAIWBEL 0T SLTIKA TTASLPA TN TOL-
. XOTTOUAG TOL KEVTPIKOV 87\?§I’]VlOTlKOL') KTNnpiov.

O XWPOG TOL ooYEloL EELTINPETOVOE AVAYKEG armolr)-
KELONG Kal ApLVAC, AAAA Kl ToV OTABAOUO CWWV. XTO
" UEOOV TOL XWPOUL UTTAPXEL TETPAYWVIKOG TTECOOGC, TIOL
UTTOOTNPICEL TO BATTES 0 TOL'OPOMPOU, KAL GE ETTAPT LIE TOV
SUTIKO TOIXO LTTPXE KTIOTO TTECOLAL YIA TNV TOTTOBETNON
TIOIKIAWY QVTIKEILEVWVY ATTOBNKELONG Kal EpydAsiwy. H
B0PA TOL IOOYEIOL TIPOCTATELOTAV ATTO KATAXLOTPA, TIOL
TPOMOSOTOLVTAV ATTO TO EMIMESO TOL OPOPOL, KAl ATTO
800 TLPEKIOBLPIBEG EKATEPWOEV TOL BLPWUATOC, EVW
EVVEA avAAOYoUL TUTTOU TUPEKIOBLPISEC avolyovTal TTEPL-
UETPIKA OTOUG LTTOAOITOLC TOIXOUG TOU LoOYEIoL. O pwTL-
OOG TOL XWPOUL EELTTNPETEITAL ATTO UUKPEG (PWTIOTIKEG
BupIdec, os KaVO LPOC ArTd.TO EMIMES0 TOL daredou.
STOV OPOPO SIALOPPUVETAL LIC EVIAia, 0PBoYWWIAG KA-
Tong, albovoa o ovtdc (oda, hane), Tou eEurnpsTOLOE
Hia oEIpa armod ASITOLPYIES, OTTWCE TNV KOWWVIKA Cwr), TN
Slapovn Kat TNV Apuva, TTo KEVIPO TNG VOTIAG TTASLUPAG
BplokeTal N £0TIA, EKATEPWOEV TNC OTTOIAC 0PYAVWVOTAV
0 «OVTAG TNG PWTIACY, HE ELAVA EPUAPLA EKATEPWOEV

The fortified residence consists of two masses of differ-
ent heights, the residence and the tower. On the exterior,
the building has the characteristics of a fortress, having
rectangular structures and clean-cut lines, with the ex-
ception of the sharp edges of the battlements on the * ;
perimeter of the tower. A typical morphological element
is the arched limestone frames of the windows and
doors, which are adorned with a protruding strip made of
fragments of bricks and tiles. The walls were built in the
style of rubble masonry setin lime mortar, with the excep-
tion of the lower part of the eastern wall, which rests on
the western side of the masonry of the central Hellenistic
building.

The ground floor covered storage and defence needs,
as well as the housing of domestic animals. A square pil-
lar stands in the centre of the room and supports the floor

« of the first storey. Also, a bench was built against the

western wall, which was used to hold various storage ob-
jects and tools. The ground floor door was protected by
a murder hole, which was loaded from the first storey,
and by two embrasures on each side of the door case,
while there are nine similar embrasures along the cir-
cumference of the remaining walls of the ground floor.
The space is lit by small lighting slots situated at a rea-
sonable height from the level of the floor.

The first storey consists of a single space, rectangular
room known as the oda or hane, which served a number
of functions ranging from social life and accommodation
to defence. In the centre of the southern side lies the fire-
place, on each side of which was the oda of fire, with

" wooden cabinets on each side on the northern and south-

ern walls. The room receives light from four windows.
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oToV BOPELO Kal VOTIO Toixo. O pWTICHOG TG ailBovoag
yivetal amd técogpa mapddupa. O AUUVTIKOG XAPAKTH-
PAG TOL OPOPOL EVIOKVETAL ATTO EWEA TUPEKIOBLPISEC
TIEPILETPIKA TWV TOIXWV KAl KLPIWGE ATTO TOV TTUPYO, TTOL
STTIKOWVWVEL AUEDA UE TNV KLPLA aiBouod, EVw, naber]-
AQ, AEITOLPYOVOE WG XWPOG AroxweNTNPIoL «xpeia.

SNV eLPLTEPN TIEPLOXT ToL Davapiov dlatnpsital IKa-
VOG aplBUOC KOOUIKWY KTNPlwy, Ta orola TTapousta-
TOLV KOWVA LOPPONOYIKA XAPAKTNPLIOTIKA LE TNV KOLALA
Tou Nekpopavisiov. Ta KTAPA AVAKOLY OTO CUVOAO
TOULC OTOV TUTTO TOL OXLPOUL TTVPYOU - KATOIKIAC, OTTOU
ot LOOYELO BploKovTal ol armoBnKEG Kal OTOV OPOQO N
€l0080¢ Kal N KLPIWGE KAToKIa (XWwpol dlapovrg). Xapa-
KTNPLOTIKA TTApadsiypata sivat n koA Tov Ayd otnv
Kopwvn (H€oa 190uL awwva), n olkia ©. Marmadavakov,
OTOV OIKIOHO TNG AyLAg (a' iod i pgoa 19oL awwva), n ot-
kia MoxaAa oTo UKPO OIKIGUO TOL TPIKOPPOUL (IT. Parre-
Za) tng MNdapyag (HEoa 190L awwva), Kabwg mmong Slw-

POMEC AOTIKEG OIKIEC 0TO Mapyapirtl.

KouAwa. To 1ooyeto / Koulia. The ground floor
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The defensive nature of the storey is enhanced by the
nine embrasures along the circumference of the walls,
and mainly by the tower, which is directly connected to
the main room, and which at the same time functioned as
a toilet (“chreia”).

A considerable number of secular buildings have been
preserved in the wider region of Fanari, which have the
same morphological characteristics as the koulia of the
Nekromanteion. As a whole, the buildings are classified
as coming under the fortified tower-residence type,
where the ground floor serves as a storage area and the
first floor serves as the entrance and main residence (ac-
commodation areas). Some typical examples include the
koulia of the Aga in Koroni (mid 19th century), the resi-
dence of T. Papathanakos in the village of Agia (first half
or middle of the 19th century), the residence of Jochalas
in the small village of Trikorfo (former Rapeza)in Parga
(mid 19th century), as well as the double-storey urban

houses in Margariti.

KouMwa. O 6pogoc / Koulia. The first floor
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Sites of the Late Bronze Age

STIC VOTIOBUTIKEG AKTECG TG Hreipouv n SiaBaidoola
ETIIKOWVWVIA, N EVTAEN TTAPAKTIWY BEC0EWV OE 0pYaAVW-
pEVA EUTTOPLKA SIKTLA KAl N AVAYKN TTPOCTACIAC TOUG
. amo emMEPOUES, 08AYNOAV OTNV KATACKEL «KUKAW-
TIELWV» TEIXWV UE TN HIUNON HUKNVATKWY TIPOTUTTWV.
MVwoTd SslypdTta TETOWWY UVNUEIAKWY KATAOKELWV

At the southwest coasts of Epirus, maritime communica-
tion, the integration of coastal sites in organized com-
mercial networks and the need for their protection from
raids, led to the construction of ‘cyclopean’ walls imitat-
ing Mycenaean models. Known cases of such monumen-
tal constructions are mentioned for Ephyra, Agia Eleni,

0 Aopoc e Epupac/ The hill of Ephyra




avagpepovtatl otnv Epupa, otnv Ayia EAevn, otnv Ka-
otpida kat Aiyo pakputepa otnv Kimepn Mapyag. H
OTTAPEN TECOAPWY OXVPWHEVWY BECEWV OE AKTIVA M-
KPOTEPN TWV 20 XAL. LTTOSNAWVEL TO EVOIAPEPOV TWV
Muknvaiwv yia Tnv TEPLoxn Tou AxEpovTa Kat fnv 181
altepn onpacia mouv X 0 OPHOG ToL MALKOL AHEVA
YIc TO EUTTOPLO TNG ETTOXNG.

Katahourma KUKAWTTEIOL TEIXOLEG TTAATOLG 2. TTEPITTOU
£XOULV EVTOMIOBEL TN XEpooVNoo NG Ayiag EAEvng Ko-
VTA OTIG ONUEPIVEC EKBOAEG TOL AXEPOVTA KAl OXETICO-
VTAL LE TN 10080 TOL AlAVIOL KATA TNV APXALOTNTA. X

arréotaon 4,5 XAU. BopsloavatoAikd tne Epupag mavw
: oTo ANoPo Kaotpida vIommodnke oXLpwUEVN BEon e
THAMATA OXLVPWUATIKOV TEIXOLE TTAATOUG 3., TTUAN Kal
TTUPYOEISEIC KATAOKEVEG. ETIPAVEIAKA TTEPICVANEXON-
KAV TTOCOTNTEG XELPOTTOINTNG KEPAMIKAG KAl AIBIVWV TE-
XVEPYWV. H oxLpwpevn autr B€on Ba SlacpAlls Tn
81a ENPAG KLKAOPOPIA EUTTOPEVUATWY TIPOC TNV TTESIA-
8a Twv lwavvivwy kat tn Awdwvn. e armootaon 10xAu
BopeloduTika NG EpLpag otn B€on Kirepn, oo Bpe-
BNKe KAl 0 YVWOTOG BOAWTOC TAPOC, NPOE 0TO PWG
THAMA KUKAWTTEIOL TEIXOLC. ZTNV Mdpya, os piken amo-
otaon aro Tov B0AWTO TaPo TN Kimepng, evtomicdnke
OXLPWHATIKO TEIXOG TTAATOUG 1,30, TO oTTol0 TIEPIBAA-
AELOEUEAI KUKALKWV KAl 0PO0YWVIWY KATACKELWY, a-
Tl LI TIPOTIOTOPIKN KEPAWIKN KAl AiBva spyaAsia. ETTimAe-
oV, ANMEeG apxalohoylkeg Bgaslg tne Yotepng Emoxng
TOL XAAKOU, UIKPOUL Kdal eoalov pHEyEBoLC, evtortiodn-
KAV KATA TNV EMPAVELIAKN £pELVA TOL MAVEoTNRIOL
Bootwvng ta £tn 1992-1993 6Toug AOPOULC TIEPIUETPIKA
NG medladag Tou AxEpovTa, Kal EIKACETAL OTL Ol KATOL-
KOL TOUG GLVEPYATOVTAY EUMOPIKA HE TOV KEVIPIKO KAl
KOUBLKO OIKIoNO TNG EpLpac.
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Kastriza and a little farther, at Kiperi in Parga. The exis-
tence of four fortified sites at a range of less than 20 km.
suggests the interest that the Mycenaeans took in the
Acheron region and the particular importance that the
bay of the Glykys limen had for the area’s commerce.

Traces ‘'of an approximately 2 m.-wide cyclopean wall
have been identified at the Agia Eleni peninsula close to
the contemporary estuary of the Acheron and they are
linked to the entrance of the port in-antiquity. At a dis-
tance of 4.5 km. to the northeast of Ephyra, on the Kas-
triza hill, a fortified site was discovered, with 3m-wide
parts of a fortifying wall together with tower-like con-
structions. Handmade pottery and stone artefacts were
collected from the surface of the site. This fortified site
must have ensured the circulation by land of merchan-
dise towards the valley of loannina and Dodona. At a dis-
tance of 10 km. to the northwest of Ephyra, at the Kiperi
site, where the known tholos tomb was discovered, part
of a cyclopean wall was also unearthed. At Parga, at a
small distance from the tholos tomb of Kiperi, was traced
a fortifying wall of a width of .30 m., surrounding the
foundation of circular and rectangular constructions,
along with prehistoric pottery and stone tools. Moreover,
other small and medium size archaeological sites of the
Late Bronze Age were traced during the survey of the
University of Boston in 1992-1993 on the hills around the
valley of Acheron, and itis suggested that their residents «
were in a commercial collaboration with the central and
nodal settlement of Ephyra.



Fevikn dmoyn Twy APV 2
¢ EpLpagkat tou Nekpopavteion

Géneral view.of the hills '
of Ephyra:and Nekromanteign

FEL#

 Eprropikég emaepeg

Commercial contacts

Ta mapdAia TG SUTIKNG HMEIPOL HE TOLG OPHOLG KAl TIG
EKBOAEG TWV TTAWTWY OTOV KATW POL TTOTARWY ApdxBou,
Noupou, Axépovta kal Kahapd suvooloav TV eyKaATA-
OTAON EUMTOPIKWY OTABUWV KAl THV (BpLoN armoiKwy Tov
HUKNVAIKOV KOGHOUL, TTOL SIELKOALVAV TIG OIKOVOUKEG OL-
VAAACYEG, AANG Kal sEacpAaNlav Tov EAEYXO TNG BaAdo-
olag 0800 NG ASPLATIKAG TTPOG T AVCN KAl TNV KEVIPIKA
Evpwrn. MapdMnAa ot xepoaie SIaBAcEIC TwWV KOA-
8wV AoLPoL, Awou Kat MNiveou SlELKOALVAV TNV ETTIKOL-
VWVIA TNG KEVTPIKAG KAl AVATOAIKNG Hﬁsipou LIE TIC YELTO-
¥ VIKEG TIEPIOXEC TNC A)\Bavfa"q, ArtwAoakapvaviag, ©scoa-
Alac kat Makedoviac.

H ERpAvIon TEKIOUEVWY OIKIOHWY UE AKPOTTIOAN, KATA
UILNON MUKNVAIKWYV TTROTOTIWY, KAl N ONUAVTIKY aLgn-
on katd tnv 'Yotepn Emoxn tou XaAkoL TNG KEPAUIKNAG,
TWV XAAKIVWY EPYAAEIWV KL OTTAWY, ATTO TA OTToId AAAA

+ The coast of western Epirus, with their bays and estuar-
ies of the navigable downstream rivers of Arachthos,
Louros, Acheron and Kalamas, favoured the installation
of commercial stations and the establishment of colonies
of the Mycenaean world, which facilitated financial trans-
actions and ensured the control of the sea way of the
Adriatic towards the West and central Europe. At the
same time, land passages through the valleys of the
Louros, Aoos and Rindos facilitated communication be-
tween central and eastern Epirus and the neighboring
regions of Albania, Etolia and Acarnania, Thessaly and
Macedonia.

The emergence of walled settlements with an acropolis,
imitating Mycenaean models, and the significantincrease
; during the Late Bronze Age of pottery, bronze tools and
weapons, of which some are considered Mycenaean,
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BewpoLVTAL WG HUKNVATKE, AAA WG KEVTPOELPWTTAIKA
KAl AAAC WG EYXWPLA TTPOIOVTA, IITOPOLV VA EPHINVELOOLV
WG ATTOTEAEOUA EEWTEPIKWV EMEPACEWY, AAA KAl AVTL-
LETWITIONG KAL TIPOCAPKOYNG TWV KATOIKWY TNG TIEPLOXNG
o€ VEEC oLVONKeG SlaBiwong katda tnv YE HIB-I népio&o.
Olavatapayeg Tov TEAoLG TG YoTepng Emoxng Tou Xah-
koL 08Mynoav TouG KATOIKOLG TNG EVEOXWPAC VA ArTo-
TPABRNXTOLV OE (PUOIKA OXLPWHEVEC BECELG, TOLG 8E V-
KNVaioug AMOIKOLE KAl EUTTOPOUE VA OXLPUWTOLV TOUG Ol-
KIOOUG TOUG HIE LIoXLUPA KUKAWTIELA TEIXN YIA VA TTIPOOTA-
TELOOULV ATTO EMSPOUES KALYLA VA EAEYEOLV ATTOTEAEOUA-
TIKOTEPA TO EUTTOPLO HE TNV ASPLATIKN Ka T Avon.

H TIPOXELPN, ATEXVN KATAOKELN TWV TIEPIBOAWY KABWG
KAl N EVEELA TWV KTEPIOHATWY TWV TAPWV oTtnv Epupa
lOWEG LITOBNAWVOULV OTL N BECN XPNOILOTIOINONKE KLPLWGE
aro VIOTOUE KTNVOTPOPOUC, TTOL HMETAKIVOUVTAV UE TA
KOTTASIA TOLG OTIC BIAPOPEC EMOXEC. H EqUpa Ba mpemel
VA ArTOTEAOVOE TO ONUEIO EMAPHG LETAED TNG TOTTIKAG Ol
KOVOUIAG KAl TOL S1aBANACOIOL EUTTOPIOV, HE TNV AVIAA-
AQyr] TWV KTNVOTPOPIKWY TIPOIOVIWY TWV BOOKWY TNG
EVOOXWPAG HE EKEIVA TWV KATOIKWY TWV TAPANWVY,
OTTWC PAIVETAL KAL ATTO TNV TTAPOLOIA EEWTIKWY AVTIKEL

LEVWV YONTPOV (MT.X. XAVIPEG ATTO NAEKTPO).

SUVETIWGE, Ao TA PEXPL ONLEPT CTOIXEI TTPOKUTTTEL OTL N
akpOTIoAn NG EQUPAG, HE OCUVEXA KATOIKNON O OAN TN
diapkela tne YEII mepiodou, mBavov va Asttoupyolos i-
TE WG HLKNVAIKA B€an, O€ ETTAP LIE TOUG VTOTTIIOUE KATOI-
KOUG, EITE WG EUMOPIKOC OTABUOG TIEPIPEPEIAKOD KE-
VTPOUL TOL HUKNVAIKOV KOGHOU, TIIOAVOV TNG AItwAoakap-
vaviag r Twv loviwv viiowv, oL RAsYXE TN dlakivnon aya-
BV KAL TIPUTWV LAWY TTPOG TNV ATTOLAIG KATA KOS TWV
AKAPVAVIKWY, NITEPWTIKWVY KAL VOTIWY AABAVIKWY AKTWV.
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others central European and others still local, can be in-
terpreted as the result of external influences, as well as
of the reaction and adaptation of the region’s inhabitants
to new living conditions during the LH llIB-C period. The
upheaval at the end of the Late Bronze Age led the resi-
dents of the mainland to withdraw into naturally fortified
sites, and the Mycenaean colonists and merchants to for-
tify their settlements with robust cyclopean walls in order
to be protected against raids and effectively control
commerce with the Adriatic and the West.

The rough and ready construction of the enclosures as
well as the paucity of burial offerings at Ephyra would
suggest that the site was used mainly by local livestock-
breeders who moved with their herds in different sea-
sons of the year. Ephyra must have been the contact
point between the local economy and the maritime
trade, through the exchange of animal-based products
from the mainland herdsmen with those of the inhabi-
tants of the coast, as becomes evident from the pres-
ence of exotic prestige objects (for example, amber
beads).

Therefore, the evidence suggests that the acropolis of
Ephyra, with its continuous use throughoutthe LHIIl peri-
od could have functioned:either as a Mycenaean site, in
contact with the locals, or as the commercial station of a
peripheral centre of the Mycenaean world, possibly of
Etolia and Acarnania or of the lonian islands, controlling
the transportation of goods and raw materials towards
Apulia along the coasts of Acarnania, Epirus and the
south of Albania.
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The site of Ephyra

H poknvaikn akporoAn tng Epupac Bpiokstatl oto Bo-
PELO AKPO TOL CLYXPOVOUL OIKICHOV MECOTTOTALOC KA A~
i 1e To NEKPOLAVTEIO ATTOTEAOLV EVIAIA KNPUYHEVO ap-
XAOAOYIKO Xwpo (PEK 35B/02.02.1962). O kabnyntng
SWTNPELOC AGKAPNG NTAV O TIPWTOG AVACKAPEAS TOUL XW-

pou katd Ta £1n 1958-1964 kau 1972-1977, otn ouvexela :

. amo 1o 1978-1987 €EakoAoLBNaE TNV EpELVA O KABNyN-
: ¢ Tou MavemoTnuiov lwawivwy A8. MarmadormowAog,
gvw aro to 1987 tn S1eVBLVON THC AVACKAPIKNG QUASAG
AVEAABE N avarmAnpwIpla Ka8nynTela tou Mavemotnpi-
ou lwawvivwyv A. KovtopAr. Amé to 2011 otov xwpo &pa-
otnplomoleitat n Epopesia Apxaiothtwy MpgRelag (mpw-
nv A" EMKA) pgow TN LAOTIOINGNG CLYXPNHATOS0TOV-
* LEVOL E£PYOU YIA TNV AVASEIEN TOL APXALOAOYIKOV XWPEOL.

The Mycenaean acropolis of Ephyra can be found at the
northern edge of the modern-day village of Mesopota-
mos and it constitutes a unified listed archaeological site,
along with the Nekromanteion (GG 35B/02.02.1962).
Professor Sotirios Dakaris was the first to excavate the
site during 1958-1964 and 1972-1977 and the investiga-
tion was continued during 1978-1987 by the University of
loannina Professor Ath. Papadopoulos, while since 1987
the direction of the excavation team has been assigned

to L. Kondorli, Assistant Professor in the University of

loannina. Since 2011 the Ephorate of Antiquities of Pre-
veza (former 33rd Ephorate) is active in the site, through

" the materialization of the co-financed projectforenhanc-

ing of the archaeological site.
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Ta apxaia katahourma TNG TTPOIOTOPIKNG KAl EAANVIOTI-
KNG TTEPLOSOL KATAAALBAVOLV TUAUA TNG KOPLPNG KAl
TWV KAITOWV TOoL AOPOL =LAOKAOTPO LYOoULG 83.30.,
oL pE KatevBuvon B-N, sloXwpsl opaAd oTnV KONada
Tou Axgpovta. Mpokertal yia sEAIPETIKA oxupr’f B<on,
aApoUL KATA TNV ApXALOTNTA, CUPWVA KAl LE ATTOTEAE-
OUATA ATTO YEWAOYIKEG TTVPNVOANWIES, N BAAdooIa AKTA
BplokOTAV 0TOLE SUTIKOVCE TTIPOTTOSEG TOL AOPOUL, EVW
VvOTIA KAl avaTtoAkd n Epupa mpootatsudtav anod To
sAWBEC TTEPIBAANOY, TIOL TIPOKAAOVLOAV Ol LTTEPXEIAL-
OEIC TWV TTOTALIWY 0TNV TTEd1ada.

O TEIIOUEVOCG ALTOG OIKIOHOG BPLOKOTAV OTOV BOPELOa-
VATOAIKO LUXO EVOC EYAAOL KAl TIPOOTATEVHUEVOL (PU-
OlKoL Alaviou, 18avikoL yla tn Baldoola EMKowwvia
TWV KATOIKWY TNG VOTIO8ULTIKNAG EANNGdag pe t Notia
ITaAia kat ZIKEAQ, CLYXPOVWGE 6E ATTOTEAOVOE KOUBIKO
ONUEIO KAl OTO XEPOAIO EUMOPIKO SIKTLO, TTIOL CLVESEE
TIC AKTEG TNG HrTeipou pe To Askavoredio twv lwavvi-
VWV Kal TG Awdwvng. H kLpLA altia tTng mMPoloToPIKAG
SYKATAOTAONG OTO AOPO OXETICETAL AUETA LIE TO AOPA-
AEC AILLAVI TTOL AVAMEPETAL OE XWPI0 TOL TTPARWVA WG
YAUKOG MUV «ELG OV ELRANEL 0 AXEPWV TTOTANOG, PEWV
€K TNG AxEpouaoiag Aivng Kat SEXOUEVOC TTAEIOLG TTOTA-
HOUG, WOTE KAl YAUKAIVELV TOV KOATTOV>.

>tnv 'Yotepn Emoxr tou XaAkoUL n akporoAn tng EQo-
pac arreixe LOALG 500p. amo tn 8AAacoda, EVW UE TNV TIA-
P080 TWV XINETIWY TO TIEPIRAAAOV S1APOPOTTIOINBNKE, N
AKTOYPAMUA UETATEBNKE 4.5xAL. SUTIKOTEPA TIPOG TO
I6VIo TTEAQYOG, OTO CUYXPOVO XWPELO Aupoudid, Kat To
apxaio AAvi KaALEBNKE aro TIG TTAOVCLIEG ETTLXWOELG
TOL TTOTAOL AxEpovTa. j
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The ancient remains of the Prehistoric and the Hellenis-
tic period occupy part of the summit and the slope of the
Xylokastro hill, at a height of 83.30 m., which in a N-S di-
rection, enters gently into the valley of Acheron. It is an
excellent fortified position, given that in antiquity, and al-
so‘according to geological core-sampling results, the
coast reached the west foot of the hill, while to its south
and east, Ephyra was protected by the marshes caused
by rivers overflowing in the valley.

This fortified settlement was seated at the northeastern
edge of a large and protected natural port, ideal for the
marine communication of the inhabitants of south-west
Greece with South Italy and Sicily, as well as a nodal point
for commerce by land, as it connected the coasts of
Epirus with the plateau of loannina and Dodona. The
main cause behind the prehistoric installation is directly
connected to the safe harbor haven mentioned in a line
of Strabo as the glykys limin (the sweet harbor) ‘where
comes the river Acheron, flowing from the lake Acherou-
sia and receiving numerous rivers, to sweeten the bay’.

During the Late Bronze Age, the acropolis of Ephyra lay
at a distance of only 500 m. from sea; the environment
was transformed through the passing of the millennia,
the coastline moved by 4:5 km to the west towards the
lonian sea, in the modern-day village of Ammoudia, and
the ancient port was covered by the rich alluvial of the s
Acheron River.



MuBOAOYIKEG KCll LOTOPIKEG AVAPOPEC

Mythological and historical references

O aVAOKAPIKEG EPELVECG KATESEIEQV OTLN BECN KATOLIKN-
Bnke armo N MecoeMadikn emoxr (1900-1600 m.X.) kat
ONUEIWOE TN HEYAAUTEPN AKUA TNG KATA TNV YOTEPOEA-
Aadikn (1450-1150 1. X.), otav teliotnke armd Muknvai-
0LC armoikoucg TNG SLTIKAC MeAommovvhooL Tov 140-130 al.
T.X. H CUVEXION TNG KATOIKNGONG TEKUNPIIVETAL KAL OTNV
Ermoxn Tou 2181 pou, armd 800 TMASIKES TAPEC OE EYXLTPL-
OpOULC TTOL ATTOKAAVPONKAV OTo AvEnNpo TOL pecaiov
TIEPIBOAOL TOL XWPOL, AAAA KAl TNV EANNVIOTIKH ETTOXN,
arno Ta cWIOUEVA APXITEKTOVIKA KATAAOLTIAL.

O XWPOG EXEL TAVLTIOTEL aré Tov TTPWTO AVACKAPEA ¥ W-
PN Adkapn K TNV Opnpkn «<EpLpn». O 18lo¢ LTTOCTA-
pIZE OTLOTNV TTPOLLKNVAIKT ETTOXI O OIKIOOG NTAV ATEL-
| XLOTOG KA YVWOTOC LLE TO TOTTKO TIPOEAANVIKO ovopa Ki-
XUPOG, TEIXIOTNKE 8E E «<KUKAWTTIEIO» OXLVPWHATIKO TEI-
XOG, TTAPOUOLO TIPOG EKEIVO TWV MUKNVWY, KAl LETOVO-
pdaotnke os Epupn amod toug puknvaiovg HAsioug arol-
KOULC TOL 14-130L al. T1.X., Kal S1aTHPNOE ALTO TO OVOUA
KAl OTA LIOTOPIKA XPOVIA.

Eival agloonueiwTo 0Tl 0 puBo¢ cuvdesl TNV Epupa,
TTPWTELOLOA TWV BACINEWY TNG OsoTPWTIAC, UE TOV
HpakAr, npwa pe souoLG oTny ApyoAida, 0 oTToloG WG
NYETNG Twv KaAudwviwyv LTTETAEE TNV TTOAN. [pApEl 0
; ATTOMOSWPOC: «...OTpClTE'L')I-Sl 8 HpakAng petd Kahwdw-
VIiwV £TTL O£0TIPWTOLE Kat TTOAWV-sAwv Epupav, ng Baci-
Asve ®OAAC, AGTLOXN TN TOLTOL BLYATPI CLVEABWV TTA-
NP TANTTOAELIOL YIVETAL...»

Ao tnv ELpa katayoTav o AVTI(POG, YIOG TOL HpaKAEI-
8n ©scoalol Kat TNG XAAKIOTNG, TTOL CLUHETEIXE OTOV

Archaeological research has indicated that the site was

« first inhabited in the Middle Helladic period (1900-1600

B.C.) and that it reached its zenith during the Late Hel- * '
ladic period (1450-1150 B.C.), when it was fortified by the
Mycenaean settlers coming from western Peloponnese
in the 14th - 13th c. B.C. It continued to be inhabited dur-
ing the Iron Age, as evidenced by two child burials in
pithoi, discovered at the terrace of the area’s middle en-
closure, as well as during the Hellenistic period, accord-
ing to the architectural remains.

The first excavator, Sotirios Dakaris, has identified the
site with the ‘Ephyri’ mentioned by Homer. He also sup-
ports that during the pre-Mycenaean period, the settle-
ment was not walled and was known by the local pre-

+ Hellenic name of Kichyros. It received its ‘cyclopean’

fortifying walls, similar to that of Mycenae, and was re-
named Ephyri by the Mycenaean settlers from Elis in
the 14th - 13th c. B.C., a name it preserved into the his-
toric era.

It is worth noting that the myth connects Ephyra, the cap-
ital of the kings of Thesprotia, with Hercules, a hero with
ties in the Argolid,*who, as leader of the Calydonians,
subjugated the city. Apollodorus wrote: ‘..Hercules
marches with the Calydonians against the people of
Thesprotia and against the city of marshes Ephyra,
where reigned Phyllas, and united with his daughter
Astyoche he became the father of Tlipolemos....

; Ephyra was the home of Antifos, son of Thessalos from the

lineage of Hercules and of Chalciope, who he participated
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TPWIKO TTOAEUO WCE APXNYOS oTOAoL 30 TACIWY arod TIG
Kahuvdveg vriooug, Tnv Kaprabo, tnv Kaoo, tTnv Kw kat tn
Nioupo. EKei (paivetal va HETERN 0 OBLCOEAC TTPOKEILIE-
VOU VA TTPOUNBELTEL (pAPLIAKEPE BOTAVA YIA VA AAEIPEL
TIC XAAKIVEC odlTeG TTOL Ba EKTOEEVE EVaVTIOV va'&»:&lc'l-
VTPOTIWV pvnathpwyv (O8voosia a259 kat 3328). Avagpo-
PEC OTO OLYKEKPIUEVO TOTTWVOLIO ArTavToLV apyoTEPd
otov Ooukididn (I 46.4): «To Xeleplov slval ANy Kat
TTPOC TO EOWTEPIKOV, EIG KATTOLAV ATTOOTAGLV Ao TG Oa-
Adoong, Kal EIC TNV TIEPIPEPELAV TNG EAataTidog tng Os-
OTTPWTISOC, KETal N TTONCG EpUpn, TTANoiov TNG ormoiag
KBANEL £1¢ TNV BAANaocoav n Aipvn AxEpouaia» Kal oTo

STpdBwva «YTIEPKELITAL §E TOVTOL HEV TOL KOATTOUL KixL-
: po¢, NTIPOTEPOV EpUPA, TTOAIG OsompwTwvs (VI 7.5).

 Apxttektovika katahoura: MepifoAot

inthe Trojan war as head of a fleet of 30 ships from the is-
lands Kalydnes, Karpathos, Kassos, Cos and Nisyros. It
seems that Ulysses came here to acquire venomous
herbs so as to coat the bronze arrows that he would
shoot against the insolent suitors (Odyssey a259 and
3328). Later on, Thucydides also talks of this toponym (I
46.4): ‘Chimerion is a port and to its interior, at a certain
distance from the sea, and in the region of Elaiatis of
Thespraotis, lies the city Ephyri, close to which comes to
the sea the lake Acherousia’ and in Strabo we read
‘Above the bay Kichyros lies the city that was called
Ephyra, of the inhabitants of Thesprotia’ (VII 7.5).

Architectural remains: Enclosures

3TNV EqpUPA £X0LV EVIOTIIOTEL KATAAOITA TPV UVNLELD-
KOU UEYEBOLG OLOKEVTPWY OXULPWUATIKWY TTIEPIBOAWV
KAl A PVAUEIWSNCE TTOAN. Ot U0 KATWTEPOL, O EEWTEPL-
KOG KAl O LECAIOC, KATACKEVLACTNKAV LE TNV «KUKAWTIELA»
TEXVIKN -a8pd €TTEEEPYACHEVOL OYKOAIBOL LIE TIPOOCOETN
ONUELAKT) CUUMANPWON TWV APUUV- KAl XPOVOAOYOULVTAL
otnV YoTepoeMNadIKn emoxn. EIBIKOTEPA, 0 EEWTEPIKOC,
UE TTEPILETPO 11201, TIEPIKAEIEL TN BACH OANG TNG AKPOTTO-
ANG Kal KAt ovoiav oXVPWVE Kal AoPANCE XWPO CLUVOAL-
KNG £ktaong 40 mepimou oTpeUUATWY. AlaTnEETAl KAAL-
TEPA OTN VOTIA KAL KLPIWE OTN VOTIOSVTKA TTASUPA TOL AO-
(POL OE OULVEXEC HNKOC 30 TTEPITTOL UETPWV. ZTO KEVTPO
NG VOTIAG TTASLPAG TO TEIKOG OXNUATICEL LVNUELAKEA TTOAN
TAGToLG 2.30(., TTAQLOWHEVN Ao 8V0 eEEXOVTA KABETA
OKEAN KAl TTUPYOELST] KATAOKEL-TTPOHAXUWVA 0T AVATO-
AIKA TNC, TIOL TIAPATTEUTIEL OTA TTPOTUTIA TWV EICOSWV TWV
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The remnants of three monumental and homocentric for-
tified enclosures and a monumental gate have been dis-
covered at Ephyra. The two inferior ones, the external
and the middle, were constructed in the ‘cyclopean’
technique -coarsely cut blocks with added completion of
the joints- and they date from the Late Helladic period.
More specifically, the external enclosure, with a perime-
ter of 1120 m., includes the base of the entire acropolis,
practically fortifying and securing an area of approxi-
mately 40 acres. It is best preserved at the south and
mostly at the south-west part of the hill, running for al-
most 30 meters. At the centre of the south side, the wall
forms a monumental, 2.30 m.-large gate, flanked by two
protruding vertical parts and a tower-like construction-
rampart to its east, alluding to the models of the en-
trances of the known Mycenaean acropolises of south-



=

i d o 7

S

A0

e

o T

F'-"' -

e b o v e

b ey

e T+
by ST

hin g 3 .

)
S
3
v
°
[)
f=4
)
{=
S
=
©
(%)
=
s
=
S
@©
f=
=
]
2
x
]
)
K=
=
ey
5]
-
=
©
[
~
=3
5]
=
O
Q

T

0 OXUPWHATIKOV TTEPY

TuNHa ToL EEWTEPIKO

BoAog

'
L

The upper fortification enclosure

i

WTEPOG OXUPWHATIKOG TTEP!

O av

0 TIEPIBOAOL

ANUUATIKO

Nnua Tov peoaiov ava

Ty

Part of the middle retaining enclosure




YVWOTWY HUKNVAIKWY AKPOTTOAEWV TNG VOTIAG KAl KE-
VTPIKAC EANAdag (Muknveg, Tipuvea, MAag). H TTOAR, Ka-
BWC Kal HEPIKA ASIPava KTNPIWY 0TO ECWTEPIKO TOL TTE-
pIBOAoUL, avayovtal e Bdon ta eupnuata otnv YEII me-
pi080, EVW aupiBoAn sival N XxpovoAoynon K&molwV KTN-
PIWV HETAEDL TOL EEWTEPIKOL KAl LLECAIOL TTEPLBOAOU.

O 6eUTEPOG PEOAIOG TTEPIBOAOG TTEPIKAELEL TUNUA TNE VO-
TIAG-VOTIOBUTIKAG TTASUPAG TOL ECWTEPIKOL XWPOUL TNG
AKPOTTOANG KA XAPAKTNPICETAL ArTO TOLG AVAOKAPEIC AQ-
kapPn KAl ManadormouvAo WG AVAANUUATIKOG, ETTEISH THAUA
TOUL AEITOLPYOVOE WG AVIEPEIOUA YIA TO VEKPOTAPEIO
TwV TORBWVY, TToL gvToTioTNKAV LYNAGTEPA. Bopeia Tou
; VEKPOTAPEIOL TWV TOUPBWV ATTOKAADPONKE CLYKPOTNHA
ENNVIOTIKWY KTNPIWY, TO OTTOI0 BEUEAIWVETAL ATTELOEIAC
OTO AdIATAPAXTO TTIPOICTOPIKO oTpwia TNE YE meplodou.
MAnoiov Kat BOPEIA TOL VEKPOTAPEIOL TWV TOMPRWV, Ta-
(PEC OE PEYANA XELPOTTOINTA AYYELA TTOL BPEBNKAV TO 1958
MOAVWE AvhkoLV o TOURO, TTOL eV XL SlaTnENBEL.

ATTOOTTAOMATIKA OWIETAL O TPITOG AVWTEPOG KAl TTO
EO0WTEPIKOC TIEPIBOAOC TNG KOPLPNG, LETAYEVECTEPOG
TWV GAAWV Kl XPOVOAOYOUHEVOC OTOVEG EAANVIOTIKOUG
XPOVOUG. KTIOUEVOG KATA TO TTIOAUYWVIKO GUOTNUA, OXL-
PUWVEL TN VOTIA TTASLPA TNE ATOTOUNG Kat SUCRATNC KO-
PLPNG TOL AOPOUL. AVIKELOTNV EANNVIOTIKNA (pPACH KATOI-
KNong Tou AOpou pall HE KINPO SlaoTACEWV
16.10X10.50. TTOL AVACKAPNKE BOPEIA TOL VEKPOTA-
PEeloL TWV TOUBWV. ASVTEPO HIKPOTEPO 0POOYWVIO OL-
kodounua dlactdoswy 6.00X3.50. avaoKAPnKe
EVTOG TN AKPOTIOANG KAL KOVTA GTOV VOTIO-VOTIOSUTIKO
SEWTEPIKO OXLPWUATIKO TTEPIBOAO aATTO TOV KAdNnyntn
Adkapn To 1958, aA\A N Slatapaypévn emixwor) Tou Sev
£8W0E OTOIKELA YIa ACMAAT XPOVOAOYNoN.
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ern and central Greece (Mycenae, Tiryns, Glas). The gate
as well as some remains of buildings inside the enclo-
sure is dated according to their finds in the LHIIIC period,
while the dating of some buildings between the external
and middle enclosure is doubtful. The second and mid-
dle enclosure includes part of the south-southwestern
side of the interior of the acropolis and it is characterized
by excavators Dakaris and Papadopoulos as retaining,
because part of it was functioning as a buttress to the tu-
muli cemetery, traced higher up. North of the tumuli
cemetery was discovered a complex of Hellenistic build-
ings, constructed directly on the untouched prehistoric
layer of the LH period. Close and to the north of the tu-
muli cemetery, burials in large hand-made vases found in
1958 probably belonged to a tumulus which has not
been preserved.

The third, partially preserved superior and most internal
enclosure at the top is dated following the others to the
Hellenistic period. Built according to the polygonal sys-
tem, it fortifies the south side of the steep and inaccessi-
ble hilltop. It belongs to the Hellenistic inhabitation
phase of the hill, along with a building measuring 16.10 x
10.50 m. which was excavated north of the tumuli ceme-
tery. A second rectangular building measuring 6.00 x
3.50 m. was excavated ingide the acropolis and close to
the south-southwest external enclosure by professor
Dakaris in 1958, but its disturbed filling did made any
possible dating unreliable.



Apxttektovika katahoura: Toppot

Architectural remains: Tumuli

Am6 Toug TOBOLE OTNV AKPOTOAN TNG EQULpPag dlatn-
POLVTAL LOVO TUAUATA TWV TIEPIBOAWY TOUGE, AOYW TNG
£VTOVNG KATWPEPELAG TNG TTAAYLAG TOL AOPOUL, N oTTola
TIPOKAAEDE TN Baduuaia armoXwUATwWon Kat TV aAAoiw-
on TNEG APXIKAC TOLG HOPPNC. HTAV KUKAIKA TAPIKA V-
UE(A LIE KTIOTO TIEPIUETPIKO TOIXO KAl KAALTITAV UE EEAP-
HaTaA yNG EAEVLOEPEC TAPEC OTO EMITESO TOL £6APOUCG,
TAPEG oS aAyyela (EyXLTPIOHOL) KABWG Kal KIBWTIOoXN-
LOLG TAPOULG, KTIOTOUG ECWTEPIKA HUE ACBECTONBIKEG
TIAQKEG KAl OKETIACHEVOUC UE KAAUTTTHPLEG TTAAKEG.

Ao Ta owlopeva Asifavd PImopel va LTTooTNPIKOEL OTL
OLTTEPIBOANOL EIXAV WOEISEC OXALA UE SIAUETPO KULAVO-
pevn armo 9. (tpBog B) £wg 13.50L. (tupBot A, I, TTaxog

i & L B
o ;

TopBog I'. Tapn pntépag kat raidioh
(Narradomouog - KovtopAr 2003)

« Tumulus C. Burial of a mother and a child

(NanrasomouAog - KovtopAn 2003)

The tumuli in the Ephyra acropolis preserve only parts of

+ their enclosures, because of the intense declivity of the

side of the hill, which caused the gradual loss of the earth * ;
and the alteration of their initial form. They were circular fu;
nerary monuments with a built perimetric wall and they
covered with angles of land the free burials at ground level,
burials in vases (enchytrisms) as well as cist graves, builtin-
ternally with limestone slabs and covered with plaques.

The remains would suggest that the enclosures had an
oval shape and a diameter ranging from 9 m. (tumulus B)
to0 13.50 m. (tumulus A, C), a width of 1-1.50 m. and a pre-
served height of 0.30 m. They were built in local irregular

stones and the space within was covered by a thin layer of

! s i 3

Tevikn amoyn TORRWY Kat ENANVICTIKOV KTNpiou
General view of the tumuli and the Hellenistic building
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1-1.50p. kat owlopevo LYo 0.30u. Htav xTiopgvol pe
TOTIKOUG AKAVOVIOTOUG AIBOUC KA O TIEPIKAELOLEVOG XWI-
POG KAALTTTOTAV ArO AEMTO OTPWUA £PLOPOUEAAVNC
YNG, AKAVOVIOTOUG ABoLG Kal Bpdayxouc. AEloonUElwTn
€lval N KATAOKELH KUKAWITEIOL TOIXOU SlaoTAGEWY,
6.85X2.15X0.45., 0TA VOTIOBLTIKA TOL TUHBOL A yla va
ouykpartei tov ePiBoASG Touv. O TOUROG A TIEPIEIXE TPEIG
TIPWTOYEVEIC TAPEG EVNAMKWY KAl LEPIKA ETTUEAWG TTA-
PALEPIOHUEVA KAL TOTTOBETNUEVA O Bpayxwdn KONOTNTA
00TA TETAPTNG SEVLTEPOYEVOLG TaPnS. Ot 8Vo amod TIG
TIPWTOYEVEIG TAPEC KEIVTAL Slaywvia N Jid ETTavw otnv
AMAN o< UTTTIA OTAGCH KAl CLVOSELOVTAV ATTO XELPOTTOIN-

TN TOTTIKA KAl ETTEI0AKTN UUKNVATKA KEPAWIKD, YUAAIVEG
; XAv8PEG, TMAIVA KAl OTEATIVA 0povVELALA, XAAKIVA ATTO-
omacpatiki mepovn ¢ YE Il repiodov.

H tpltn aképaia tapn ATav akTEPLOTN Kal PBPEBnKe
EVTOG 0pOOYWVIAG KOINOTNTAG BPAXOL OF IOXUPA CLVE-
OTAAUEVN OTACN E TA XEPLA OTO TIPOCWTTO KAL TO KPAVIO
OPULULATIOHEVO ATTO AIBVN TTAGKA TTOL ElXE TOTTOBETNOLI
£Mavw ToL. To 8Amed0 slxe SIELOETNOEI IE HIKPES AKA-
VOVIOTEG TIETPEC, BLUICOVTAG TN CLVABON TIPAKTIKA OTOLG
KIBWTIOOXNHOULG TAPOULE TNG MECOEANASBIKNG TTEPLOSOU.

H povadikn tagr evnAikou og Bpayxwdn KONoTNTA, OTO
KEVTPO TOUL TUHBOL B, ATaAv TOMOBsTNUEVN O LMTIA
OTAON TTPOXELPA KAl XWPIG KTEPIOUATA, KAl CUVETTIWG N
XPOVOAOYNaON TNG slval EMOPAAnG.

Ta eVIUTTWOLIAKOTEPA ELPMAUATA TIPOEPXOVTAL ATTO TOV
TOpRO . Mepleixe 5VO KIBWTIOCKNOLE TAPOULGE, ATTO TOUG
0TT0l0LG 0 HIKPOTEPOG (0.52X0.19X0.211L.), KTIOHEVOG ATTO
TE00EPIC KABETEC TTAUKEC AOBECTONBOU, ElxE XPNOILO-
TTONOEL YIA LA AKTEPLOTN BPEPIKT TAPH, EVW O LEYAAUTE-
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red and black earth, irregular stones and rock. It is worth
noting that a cyclopean wall of 6.85 x 215 x 0.45m. was
built to the southwest of tumulus A to constrain its enclo-
sure. Tumulus A included three primary burials+of adults
and a few bones from a fourth, secondary burial, carefully
placed to one side at a rocky cavity. Two of the primary
burials are diagonally placed on top of each other, in a
supine position and were accompanied by hand-made,
imported Mycenaean pottery, glass beads, whorls of clay
and steatite, a fragmental bronze pin of the LHIII period.

The third intact burial was not accompanied by any grave
offerings and it was found inside a rectangular cavity, in a
strongly withdrawn position, with its hands in the face
and the skull crushed by a stone slab placed on top of it.
The ground was formed of small irregular stones, re-
minding the common practice in the cist graves of the
Middle Helladic period.

The sole burial of an adult in a rocky cavity, at the centre
of tumulus B, was placed in a supine position, in a hurried
manner and without any grave offerings; its dating is
therefore precarious.

Tumulus C contained the most impressive findings. It con-
tained two cist graves, of which the smaller (0.52 x 0.19 x
0.21 m.), built by four vertical limestone slabs, was used to
bury an infant without any offerings, while the larger (2.05

-

x 0.95 x 0.41 m.) was differently constructed, being sur- . .

rounded by a semicircular built wall. This grave was evi-
dently used as an ossuary as well as a place of burial. It con-
tained the skeleton of an adult in a supine position and at
an inferior layer the skulls and bones of 13 secondary buri-
als, mixed with a little local, handmade and imported Myce-



P0G (2.05X0.95X0.411L) ATAV SIAPOPETIKAG KATACKELNG
KAl TOV TTEPIERANE NUIKUKAIKOG KTIOTOG Tolxoq. Mpopa-
VWGE ALTOG O TAPOC EIXE XPNOLOTTOINBEL TOCO WE OOTEO-
(PUAAKLO, 00O Kal Yla EVTAPIACHO. MEPIEXE TOV OKEAETO
SVANIKA OE UTTTIA OTACN KAl O KATWTEPO OTPWA Kpavia
KAl 00TA 13 SEVLTEPOYEVIIV TAPWIV AVAUELYHEVWV LIE Alyn
TOTTIKA XEIPOTIOINTN KAl EICNYHEVN MUKNVAIKA KEPAUIKD,
XAv8peg aro bahopala Kat NAEKTPO, TIHAWVA KAl OTEATIVA
KouBIa, XAAKIVO SaXTLUAISL kal AiBva spyalsia. EEwTepIka
TOL TAPOUL BPEBNKAV VO AKOUA TAPES, EVOC EVAAIKA OE
OTTTIa 0TAON KAl EVOC TTAISLoU, EVW O armootaon 1u. ava-
TOAIKOTEPA SIBLMN TAPH YLVAIKAG O EAAPPWE OLVE-

OTCAAHEVN OTACH HE TTAUBE OTNV AYKAALA TNG KAl KTEPIOHE-
: vn L 8Vo Bpavopeva xapoﬁoinm syxwpla ayysia.

H avelbpeon TaPIKWV TOURWYV EVTOC TEIXIOLEVNG AKPO-
| TTOANG TTAPATTEUTTEL O TIAPOUOLOVE EVIAPLACHOVG EVTOG
TEIXWV OTIC AKPOTIOAEIC TwV Muknvwy, tTng Tipuveac,
Tou Teixoug Avpaiwy. Ot TOUBOL EVTOCE TNG AKPOTIOANG
™Ne EpLpag sexovtal EMSPACELC Ao avaAloyd pUvnueia
ne votiag EANadoc, omwg tng Meplotepldg otn Msoon-
via, Tou BOAWTOL TAPOL GTOV OOPIKO ATTIKNG KAl TTOA-
VOV ToL TOUBOL ota Makpuota HASIAG KAl TOL TAPIKOL
KOKAOL A TwV Muknvwyv. QCTOCO TTAPAUEVOLY AKOUA
avarmavinTa Ta EPWTAUATA, EAV OL VEKPOIL ArToTEAOLCAV
LEPOC LA APXOLOAC TAENG KAl OS TTold EBvOTNTA avh)-
KQvV, EQV NTAV LUKNVAIOL ] VTIOTTIOL LE IOXVPEG LUKNVAL-
; KEG ETTIPPOEC. o ‘

Y Toug TUHBOLG TNG EpLPAg smBrwvouvy apxdidovta xa-
PAKTNPLIOTIKA Ao TNV VOTIOTEPN EANASA tnN¢ YoTEposh-
AQSIKNG TTEPLOSOL. OPIOUEVA APXITEKTOVIKA OTOIKEIA TWV
TOMBWV OTIWC Ol loxLpol TTEPIBOAOL armd EepoABIa sival
KOLVO OTOIXELO TWV TORWY TNG SUTIKAG EANAS0G KATA THV

naean pottery, glass and amber beads, clay and steatite
buttons, a bronze ring and stone tools. Two more burials
were found outside the tomb, that of an adult in a supine

+ position and that of a child, while at 1 m. to the east, the twin

burial of a woman in slightly bent position with a child in her * ;
arms, accompanied by two broken handmade local vases.

The discovery of burial tumuli inside a walled acropolis in-
vokes similar intra muros burials at the acropolises of
Mycenae, Tiryns and the Dymaia Wall. The tumuli inside
the Ephyra acropolis were influenced by corresponding
monuments of southern Greece, like that of Peristeria at
Messinia, the tholos tomb at Thorico in Attica and possibly
the tumuli at Makrysia in the Elis and the Grave Circle A at
Mycenae. However, questions still remain: were the dead
part of a ruling class, which nationality were they, were they
Mycenaeans or locals with strong Mycenaean influences?

The tumuli of Ephyra preserve archaizing elements from
southern Greece of the Late Helladic period. Some archi-
tectural elements of the tumuli, like the strong enclosures
made of dried brick, are a common element of the tumuli of
western Greece during the Protohelladic and the Middle
Helladic period (Leucas-tumulus S, Samico, Makrysia). The
same applies for the multiple burials in the tomb/ossuary
(tumulus C), the main feature of the Mycenaean burial cus-
toms, specifically in the family vaulted and chamber tombs.
One must note at this point the exceptional case of the
Kissos tumulus at Messenia, partly used as an ossuary, as
well as the presence of cist graves/ossuaries in Middle Hel-
ladic tumuli of Messenia (Ag. loannis at Papoulia, Routsi)
and of Leucas. The Ephyra acropolis also partly displays the

" Middle Helladic customs of burial inside a vase (enchytrism)

and of the ground’s formation in small irregular stones.

St



MpwTtoeMadikn kat MeoosAadikn (Asukada-tuppog S,
S apkov, Makpuota). To i8lo cupBaivel Kalt yia TIG TTOANA-
TAEG TAPEC OTOV TAPO/0GTEOPULAAKIO (TOMBOG M), KUPLO
XAPAKTNPLOTIKO TWV LUKNVATKWY TAPIKWY EBILWY, EISIKA
OTOUC OIKOYEVEIAKOUG BAAAUWTOUG KAl 907\00'(0.0'(: Té-
(POUC. ZNUEWVVETAL ESW N EEAIPETIKI TTEPITTTWON TOL TULL-
Bou Kioodg Meoonviag, TToL XPNOIUEVE €V UEPEL KAL WG
OOTEOPUAAKIO, KABWCE Kal N Tiapouacia KIBWTIOoKNHUWY
TAPWV/0OTEOPULAAKIWY OE LEGOEAABIKOVE TUHROULG TG
Meaoonviag (Ayloc lwdavvng MarovAla, PouTaol) kal Tng
AELKASAC. ZTNV AKPOTIOAN TNG EQUPAg LIBETOLVTAL ETTI-
ONG €V HEPEL TA HECOEANABIKA £6ILA TOU EVTAPIACHOV

LECA OE AYYELO (EYXLTPIOMOG) Kat N SIELOETNON ToL SarTe-
: 80U TAPOUL LE HIKPOUE AKAVOVIOTOLC AIBOUG.

H aveLpson VeEKPOTAPEIOL TAPIKWY TOURWY OTNV
" Hrmepo, T600 otnv Epupa omwe kat otnv Teploxr Me-
POTING MWwYwVIoL, CUUTTANPWVEL TNV AALGISA AVTAC TNG
mapddoong otn AuTikr) EAAASA, PE TOLG YWWOTOLE Ta-
PIKOULG TUPROLE a6 Tn Meoonvia, HAsia, Asukada, AN-
Bavia kat TIG SAAUATIKEG AKTEG.

Kwvnta supnpata

Ta supnuata Twv TaPKWV TOPRWVY TNG EQupPag mept-
AQLBAVOLY KATA KUPLO AOYO KEPAUIKT], AANG Kt XAAKIVA
kat ABwva spyaleia, XAAKIVEG TIEPOVEG KAl XAVTPEC arto
valopala Kat AAEKTPO.

H kepapkn armoTeAsital amdé OpavopaTa ayysiwv Tor-
KNG TTApAYyWYNG TG EMoxAC Tou XaAkoV aAAd KAl TTOGO-
TNTA EIONYHEVWY LUKNVATKWY 1) LUKNVAICOVTWY ayysi-
WV, TTOUL EMBERAIVOLV TNV TTPOICTOPIKA XPOVOAOYNGN
TOL EEWTEPIKOL Kal Heaaiou TrepIBOAOUL.
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The discovery of a cemetery of funerary tumuli in Epirus,
at Ephyra as well as at Meropi at Pogoni, completes the
chain of this tradition in western Greece, along with the
known funerary tumuli from Messenia, the Elis, L.euas, Al-
bania and from the Dalmatian coast.

The findings

The findings from the burial tumuli of Ephyra include
mainly pottery, as well as bronze and-stone tools, bronze
pins and beads of glass and amber.

Pottery is composed of sherds of the local production
from the Bronze Age as well as a quantity of imported
Mycenaean or Mycenaean-type vases, confirming the
prehistoric dating of the external and middle enclosure.

Local pottery is still handmade with strictly conservative
themes, and among the shapes, the semispherical ky-
athos is predominant. Vases are patrtially coarse, made of
dirty grey-brown or brown-red clay and they are crumbly,
duetotheirirregular firing. This handmade pottery, undec-
orated or with plastic or incised decoration, is similar to
other cases from other sites in southern Greece (Aigeira at
Achaia, Tiryns, Agios Stephanos in Laconia). This category
is more generally known as barbaric ware of the LHIIB-C
period, and is associated with the social upheaval and the
economic changes which took place during the LH YE IlIB
period (1300-1190 B.C.) as well as with the migrations of
the northern peoples into the Helladic space.

Mycenaean wheel-made pottery is represented by a
smaller number of sherds coming from alabaster, small
craters, false-mouthed amphorae, skyphoi, kylix, cups.



H syxwpta kepapkn eEaKoAoLBEL va sival Xslporrointn
LLE EVTOVA CLVTNPNTIKO OXNHATOAOYLO, KAl LETAEL TWV
AYYEIWV KUPLAPXEL 0 NUIOPAIPIKOG KLUABOG. Ta ayysia si-
Val NULXOVOPOELSH, KATAOKELACHEVA ATTO AKABAPTO TE-
(PPOKACTAVO N KAOTAVEPULOPO TINAG Kal EVOPULTTTN EMI-
(PAVELA AOYW TNG AVOUOLOYEVOULG OTTTNoNG. H Xxslporroln-
TN KEPAWIKFA, AKOOUNTN 1 ME TTAAOTIKY KAl EYXAPAKTN
SlaKOopNoN, TTAPOLOIATEL OUOIOTNTEG UE AVAAOYN Ao
AMN\eg Bgoelc TG voTiag EANGSac (Atysipa Axdiag, Ti-
puvBa, Aylo XTEpavo Aakwviag). H katnyopia avtn si-
val YEVIKOTEPA YVWOTH WG BApBAPIKr KEPAUIKY TNG
YEIIB-T TIep1to800L, KAl CUVEEETAL LIE TIC KOWVWVIKEG Ava-
KATATAEEIG KAl TIG OIKOVOUIKEC METABOAEG TTOL EAaBav
: xwpa katatnv YE B (1306--1190 .X.) aAAG KAl PE PETA-
VAo TEVLOELG BOPEIWV AWV OTOV EANASIKO XWPO.

" H poknvaikn TeoxAAATN KEPAUIKT AVIITPOOWITEVETAL
aro UKPOTEPO APIBUO OCTPAKWY TTOU TIPOEPXOVTAL ATTO
aAdBaoTpd, KPATNPEIOKOLE, PELEOCTOUOLE AUPOPELC,
OKUPOUC, KUAIKEC, KOTTEAAQL.

H TpooTtaBsla Hinnong Kat LETAPOPAG TWV LUKNVAIKWVY
TPOXNAATWY TTPOTUTIWV OE XEIPOTIOINTEC TOTIIKEG POpP-
LUEC 08Nynos oTnv in situ TTapaywyr ayysiwv, mmou
svtdooovTal OTNV KATNYopia TNG SyXwelas HuKnvdi-
CoLOAC KEPAUIKNAG. :

ik TTapoLCiA EICNYUEVNG képaulxr']q ¢ YE A-T kat u-
KPOSLPNUATWY EVIOXVEL TNV Arroyn OTL N. KATACKELN
TWV TORRWV TNG ELPAg avaysTtal os aLTOVG TOLG XPO-
VOULG KAl OX! LETA TNV KATAOTPOPA TNG LLUKNVAIKAG EpUL-
pag, 6mwe vrrooTrPIls 0 Hammond.

« (Namradoémoulog - KovtopAn 2003)

The attempt to imitate and transfer Mycenaean wheel-
made models in local forms led to the in situ production
of vases, belonging to the category of the local Myce-

* nean-style pottery.

The presence of imported pottery of the LH IIIA-C and of
smaller finds reinforces the view that the construction of
the Ephyra tumuli belongs to that period and not follow-
ing the destruction of Mycenaean Ephyra, as Hammond
argued.

Evpnpata topBwv A kat T
(Narradomouog - KovtopAn 2003)
Findings of Tumuli Aand C

Fod *

Tagpn Kat Ktepiopata TOpPou A Katd Xwpav

. (Namadoémoulog - KovtopAn 2003)

Burial and grave gifts of Tumulus Ain situ
(Namad6mouAog - KovtopAr 2003)
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TO EPIO ANAAEI=H2 TON APXAIOAOI IKON
XOPON NEKPOMANTEIOY & EOQYPA2

THE PROJECT TITLED
"ENHANCEMENT OF T HE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITES OF NEKROMANTEION AND EPHYRA

0 apyatooyikog Xwpog: o
Tou Nekpopavieiov s
TIpWV TG epyacieg avadeEng *
The archaeological site

of Nekromanteion before
the enhancement works
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Epyaoisg mediov, mpootaciag, TEKUNPIWGNG
KAt UTTOSOMEG EELTTNPETNONG EMOKEMTTWV
Anpntpa Apdoou

Ol gpyaciec avABEIENG OTOULE APXALOAOYIKOUE XWPOULG
Nekpopavteiou kat Eqpupag Eskivnoav tov AmpiAlo Tou
2011 kat oAoKANpwOnkav ota TeAN tov 2015. O eTMoKe-
WIpog Xwpog Tou NEKPOUAVTEIOL SIEBETE TIC LTTOTL-
TTWBELC LTTOSOUEC, OL OTTOIEG OWC eV SlacpANav Thv

AOMAAN KAl AVETN TIEPIAYNON TWV ETMOKETTWY UE 181

AITEPOTNTES (NAIKIWHEVOL, TTASIA, ATOUA HE KIVNTIKEG

0 apyatoAoyikog Xxwpog

tou Nekpopaveiou PETA TNV OAOKARpWON
TWV EPYACLWV QVASEIENG

The archaeological site

of Nekromanteion

after the enharfcement works

Fieldwork, protection, documentation and
infrastructure works
Dimitra Drosou

The works for the enhancement of the archaeological
sites of Nekromanteion and Ephyra started in April 2011
and were completed in late 2015. The part of the Nekro-
manteion that was open to visitors possessed only rudi-
mentary infrastructure, which did not however ensure
safe andeasy access for special groups of visitors (the eld-
erly, children, persons with disabilities, etc.). Furthermore,




SUOKOAIEC KATL). EMIAL0OV, TUAUATA TOUL TIAPEUEVAV
oTNV apAveld, Kabwe 8ev eixav TPAyHATOTTOINOEL o
ALTA EPYACIEC TTPOCTAGIAG KAl AVASEIENG. ATTO TNV AAAN
TAELPA, N EpLPA NTAV Evag AyvwaoTog 0To EVPL KOWVO
kal 8UCRATOC XWPOC, LE ATTOTEAECHA VA Kuraor'pécps-
TalL ano avepwrToyeVveig 5pactnEIOTNTEG KAt PUCIKA ai-
Tia. O EKOLYXPOVIOUOG Tou NEKPOUAVTEIOL, WOTE va
TIAPEXEL OTOLG ETTIOKETTTEG TOL TN SLVATOTNTA VA TTEPLN-
ynBouLv LE Aveon Kal AoPAAELd, AAA KAl N TIpooTaoia
Kal TIPOROAN NG 1Blaitepng n gpuoloyvwpiag tng EQo-
PAC, ATTOTEAECAV TOLC BACIKOLG OTOXOUG TOL £PYOU
AVASEIENC TWV 5VO XWPWV.

i) TTEPLOPLOLOGC TNG BAACTNONG TTOL KAAUTTTE TO AOPO TNG
EpUpag armotéleos Eapxng Baokd aEova Twv £pya-
olwv Tediov. Me T cLOTNUATIKY ATTOWIAWGCHN TOL TTPOG
QAVASEIEN TUNAATOC TOL AOPOL TN EQLPAC EpPpavioTn-
KE N TIANPECTEPN EIKOVA TWV OXVPWOEWV KAL TWY AAAWV
OPATWY APXITEKTOVIKWY KATAAOIMWY Kal TTapaAAnAa

parts of it have remained concealed, as protection and
enhancement works had not been carried out on it. On
the other hand, Ephyra was unknown to the general pub-
lic and hard to access, resulting in its destruction by hu-
man activities and natural causes. The modernisation of

' the Nekromanteion so as to ensure safe and easy access

1o visitors, as well as to protect and promote the unique
nature of Ephyra, constitute the primary objectives of the
project for the enhancement of the two sites.

The restricting of the vegetation that covered the hill of
Ephyra formed the central axis of the fieldwork from the
very start. Through the systematic deforestation of the
section of the hill of Ephyra that was to be enhanced, a
more complete picture of the fortifications and other visi-
ble architectural remnants was provided, while at the
same time facilitating the final plotting and construction of
visitors’ paths. In parallel with the collecting and assem-
bling of the scattered building material and the small-scale

0 apyatoAoyikag xwpog e Epupac mpiv Kat HETA TRV 0AOKANpWoN TWV EPYActwy avaseigng
The archaeological site of Ephyra before and after the enhancement works
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BIELKOAVLVONKE N TEAIKN XAPAEN KAl KATACKELT] TWV LO-
VOTTATIWY TIEPIAYNONG TWV ETOKEMTWV. MapdAnAa pe
TNV CUYKEVTPWON KAl TAKTOTOINoN TOL SIACTIAPTOoL Ol
KOSOLIKOU LAIKOU AAAG KAl TNV HIKPHG EKTACNG ATTOXW-
UATWON - APXALOAOYIKO KABAPIOUO OE ETIAEYHEVEG TTE-
PLOXEG KATA UNKOG TWV HOVOTIATIWY TIEPLAYNONG, EVTO-
MOTNKAV VEA AyVWOoTA OTNV £PELVA TUNUATA TOU XW-
POV, OTTWG THALA OXVPWHATIKOL TIEPIBOAOL OTNV Ava-
TOAIK TTASUPA TOL AOPOL AANAA KAL KTHPLO EAANVIOTIKAG
TTIEPLO80L OTA BOPEIOAVATOAIKA TOL TOMRBOL I

AvTioTolXa, O EMIMEANUEVOCG KABAPIOUOG TOL AACOUG

NG XAAETTIAG TTEVKNG TTOL TIEPIBAAEL TOV APXALOAOYIKO
: XWpPo tov Nekpopavisiov Isuvér]os ™ X4pagn tng Pu-
OlOAATPIKAG BELTEPELOVLOAC TTEPIUETPIKNAC SIASPOMNG
ETTIOKETTTWYV, EVW TIPOCPEPEL LEYAAVTEPN TTUPOTTPOCTA-
' ola 010 (810 To AACOG AAA KAl TOV APXAIOAOYIKO XWPO.
H 8ladpopr) TTapEXEL OTOV EMOKETTN TN SuvaToTNTA Va
ATTOKTAOEL TTANPECTEPN EIKOVA YIA TOV APXALOAOYIKO
XWPEO, va KIVNOsl o eva dpocepd TEPIBANOV Kal va
ETTEKTEIVEL TNV EMIOKEYR TOL OTO XWPO.

Ta £pya LTTOSOUNG KAl Ol EYKATACTACELG EELTTNPETNONG
KOO TTOL TTPAYHATOTIOONKAV GTOUG XWPOULC ApPOPOL-
oav OTNV TTPOCTACIA TWV BIWV TWV XWPWV, TN BEATIWON
NG EMOKEWIHOTNTAC, AAAA KL TNV ACPAAELA KAl SIEVKO-
ALVON TWV ETTIOKETTWVY. Katapynv TomoBsTHBNKe Tepi-
; (PPAEN Kal PETANKN GL')'pEj €106600L oTnNV EQLPA,: eV
QVTIKATAOTABNKE N TTaAAld PpOAPHEVN TTEPIPPAER TOL
Nekpopavteiou. MapdMnAa BEATIWONKAV KAl ETEKTAON-
Kav Ta 8ikTua LEPELONG - ASPELONG KAL NAEKTPOSOTNONG,
EVW TOTTOBETNONKE KAl CUCTNIC AVTITUPIKNG TTPOCTACIAG
OTOV TTOALCUXVAOTO XWPEO ToL NEKpopAVTEIOL.

archaeological clearing in selected areas' along the
paths, new and unknown sections of the site were detect-
ed, such as a section of the fortification enclosure on the
eastern side ofthe hill, as well as a building dating back to
the Hellenistic period northeast of Tumulus C.

Similarly, the meticulous cleaning of the Aleppo pine'grove
surrounding the archaeological site of the Nekromanteion
favoured the marking of the secondary circumferential vis-
itor nature path, while at the same time providing greater
protection against fire to both the forest and archaeologi-
cal site. The path offers visitors the opportunity to get a
more complete picture of the archaeological site, to move
in a cool environment and to extend their visit to the site.

The infrastructure works carried out and public service
facilities created on the sites involved the protection of

+ the sites themselves, the improvement of visitor ac-

cess, as well as the safety and facilitation of visitors.

Nekpopavteio. AsuTEpEDOVGA TEPUETPIKT SLASPOLN ETTIOKETTWY
Nekromanteion. Secondary circumferential visitors’ path
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Kowog xwpo¢ otddusuong Slapoppuwlnks Kovtd
otV €i0050 Tou NEKPOUAVTEIOL UE TIEPIUETPLIKEG PUL-
TeLOEIC. ATTO TOV XWPO OTABUELONG EEKIVA N TIAAKO-
oTPWTN dladpopn cLVEECNC TWV VO XWPWV, TTOL HE-
oW HLAG ATTIAC KAl ELXAPLOTNG TTOPELAG n)\ulom;uévnq
LLE pLTEVOELG, 0dNyel oTNnV lcodo TN Epupac. H dia-
SPOUN TIAPEXEL OTO ETTOKETTN TN SuVATOTATA TIAVO-
PALKNG B€ag oTnV sLPVTEPN TIEPLOXN TNG KOIAASAG
TOL KATW POL TOL AYEPOVTA, OTOV OPUO TNG AUUOL-
81a¢ aAAd kal oto Aogo tNG Epupag, evw oTo HECOV
TNG 0TACN AVATIALONG KAl EVNUEPWTIKA TIVaKida a-
PEXOLV TN dLVATOTNTA AVATIALAAG KAl TTANPOPOPN-
~ ong twv ETTIOKETTTWV.

Firstly, a fence and metal entrance gate were installed in
Ephyra, and the damaged old fence of the Nekroman-
teion was replaced. Furthermore, the water supply, irri-
gation and electricity networks were improved and ex-
tended, and a fire protection system was installed on the
much-frequented site of the Nekromanteion.

A parking area was created near the entrance to the
Nekromanteion, with suitable planting around the perime-
ter. From the parking area begins the paved path connect-
ing the two sites, offering a gentle and pleasant route sur-
rounded by plants that leads to the entrance to Ephyra.
The paved path allows visitors to enjoy a panoramic view

Kotvo¢ Xwpog 6TABELONE Kal f TTAAKOOTPWTH Sladpop} 6OVEECNC TWV 800 apXAIOAOYIKWV XWPWV
The parking area and the paved path connecting the two archaeological sites
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StV €icod0 NG EQLPAC To KPO EVAIVO (PUAGKIO ASL-
TOUVPYEL WG XWPOG EAEYXOL EIOITNPIWY Kal Sla8song
EVNUEPWTIKWYV EVTLTTWY. MAAICIWVETAL Ao TNV TIPWTN
OTAON EMOKEMTWY HE KABIOTIKA KAl EVAUEPWTIKEG TIl-
VAKISEG, EVW TTAPAANNAQ ATTOTEAEL TO CGNIEIO EKKIVNONG
TNG SLA8POUNG TTEPLAYNONG TWV ETTIOKETTTUWY OTOV XWPO.
MpoKesiTal yia ta oagpws oplo8sTnuevn Batr mopsiq,
LLE ATTIEC SIAHOPPWOELG avaBaduwy avaloyd Ue TNV 161
aitepn pHopgoloyia Tou £8APOLE, KATACKEVLAOUEVN
arro To S1ACTIAPTO OIKOSOLILKO LAIKO KAl XWHLA TTOL TTPO-
€KLYPE amo TG epyaoieg Tediov. H opeia oxedidotnke
(WOTE O ETTIOKETTTNC VA 08NYEital oTadlakd armod To Xapn-
AOTEPO OTO AVWTEPO or]usg_o TOUL AOPOUL BlayPAPOVTAG

ofthe wider area of the lower Acheron River valley, the bay
of Ammoudia and the hill of Ephyra, while the resting area
with an information sign at the halfway allow visitors to

+ break their walk and receive more information. At the en-

trance to Ephyra, the small wooden guard post serves as * ;
a ticket control and information leaflet distribution spot. It
is surrounded by the first visitor rest stop, which includes
seating and information signs, while at the same time serv-
ing as a starting point for the visitors’ tour of the site. This is
a clearly-demarcated accessible path, with gentle gradi-
ents in line with the morphology of the ground, built with
scattered building material and earth gathered from the
fieldwork. The path was designed in order to gradually

EUpa. To UAAKLO £16050V Kat SLaSpopr TwV EMOKEMTWY
Ephyra. The guard post and the visitors’ path
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pa EAAEWPOEIBH) KUKAIKY Sladpopr], Kabwe SiEpxeTal
armd TA CNUAVTIKOTEPA APXITEKTOVIKA KATAAouTa. Y&
STTIASYLIEVA ONUEI, EVNUEPWTIKEG TIIVAKISEG Kal KaABL-
OTIKA TTAPEXOLV TN SLVATOTNTACTOV ETTICKETTTN YA ETTI-
TTA£0V TTANPOPOPNON AAAA KAl AVATTAUAC. 1

1o NekpopavTeio SIaUopPWONKE o TIEPIBANOV Xw-
POC TOUL (PLAAKIOU, ETCL WOTE VA KAAUTITEL TIC AVAYKEG

TWV HEYAAWY OPYAVWHEVWY OUASWY TOUPIOTWY Kal
HadnTwv. KataokeudaoTnkav Tpia SlapopeTIKA EMmeda
HE KABIOTIKA, EVNHEPWTIKEC TIIVAKISEC KAl KATAANAEG
g X oo caglfl s

0 lf.d.’:‘ (

e =

lead visitors from the lowest to the highest point on the hill
by following an ellipsoid circular route winding through
the most important architectural remnants. In selected
spots, the information signs and benches offer visitors ad-

ditional information and an opportunity to rest.

At the Nekromanteion, the area surrounding the guard
post was designed to cover the needs of the large tourist
and student groups. Three different levels were con-
structed, with seats, information signs and suitable
plants. At the same time, the area was suitably adapted




PULTELOELG. apdMNAA 0 XWPOC TIPOCAPUOOTNKE Ka-
TAMNAa yia tnv kivnon apagidiwyv ApgA, v ToTtoBs-
TNONKe Mvakida os ypapn Braille yia ta atopa pe mpo-
BARuaTa 0pacnc.

ATIO TOV XWPO EVNHEPWONG KAl TO (PUAAKLIO HEXPL TNV Ei-
0080 OTOV KUPIWE APXAUOAOYIKO XWPO O ETTIOKETTTNG AKO-
AOUBE( LA OXETIKA EMTITESN CLVTOWN TTOPEIA TTPOG TA SUTI-
KA, EXOVTAC CLUVEXWG OTTTIKA EMAPN UE TA pvnueia. H smi-
OTPWON HE TA KATAANNAC DAIKA ETTITPETTEL TNV KIVNON AUa-
£16lwv ALEA. H €l0060¢ 0TO XWPO TNG ALANG TOL SUTIKOV

to allow for the movement of wheelchairs, and a sign in
Braille was put up for the vision impaired people.

From the information area and guard post to the en-
trance of the main archaeological site, visitors follow a
relatively level and short westward route, while main-
taining constant visual contact with the monuments. The
overlaying of the trail with suitable materials makes it
wheelchair-friendly. The courtyard of the western com-
plex can be entered through the enclosure gate, with
the help of a ramp due to the elevation caused by the

Nekpopavteio. H Siadpopn emokemtwy oto cuykpotnpa / Nekromanteion. The visitors’ route through the complex




OULYKPOTALATOC YIVETAL SIAUETOL TNG TTOANG TOL TIEPIRO-
AOU LIE TN BonBesla papnag, Aoyw tng VWOLIETPIKNAC Slagpo-
PAG TTOL TTIPOKAAEL N LTTAPEN CXNUATICUWY TOL (PUGIKOV
BPAXOL AKPIBWE ECWTEPIKA TNGTTVANG. H eV AOYwW paura
Ba propel va xpnotporondsi armd ApEA, scpc')cov'StaOé-
TOLV BonBsla arod cLVOSO 1 PLAAKA TOL XWPEOL. ME ALTO
ToV TPOTTOo Ba sival PIKTA N TTpdoRaocn Twv AUEA Ewg To
BUTIKO CLYKPOTNUA (CLAN) TOL APXALOAOYIKOL XwpPou. H
QPXITEKTOVIKI LOPPI| TOL CUYKPOTHATOG ToL NEKpOUA-
VTEIOUL ATTOTEAEL Evav TTIOAL CAPUICG OPLOBETNUEVO XWPO.
H kOpla 8ladpopr) 0ploBETEITAL O OAO TO UAKOC TNG ATTO
TOULC TOIXOUC, EITE TWV SWHATIWY TNEG ALANG OTO SUTIKO
OULYKPOTNA, EITE TWV SIA8POUWY TOL KLPIWE KTNPIOL
: OTO AVATOAIKO OUYKPOTNHA. Z€ YEVIKEC YPALMEG N KLPLA
Sladpopn Eskva arod TNV €l0080 TOL APXALOAOYIKOU XwW-
POL Kal TNV TIEPLOXN CLYKEVIPWONG - EVNUEPWONG TWV
STTIOKETTTWY, SIMAA Ao To PUAAKIO. ATTO £KEl, CLUVEXICEL
TIPOG TO SUTIKO CLYKPOTNUA, SIAUECOL TNG TTUANG TOU
SEWTEPIKOL TTEPIROAOL. ETTEITA KATELBVVETAL OTO AVATO-
AlKO oLYKPOTNUA. H ££060¢ yiveTal SIAUECOL TNG KOLAIAG,
TTOL ASITOVPYEL WC EKBECIAKOC XWPOG. H TEAKN EmMpa-
VEIA TNG SIASPOUNG ETIOTPWONKE e BPALOTO LAIKO TTOU
TAPLACEL XPWHATIKA UE TO OIKOSOMIKO LAIKO TOL XWPEOU,
SNIOLPYEL LA EVIALA ETTIPAVELA OLLAAOTIOLWIVTAG ALOONTI-
KA TN Sladpopr) aANG Kal TTAPEXOVTAG KAADTEPN ArTo-
OTPAYYION TOUL XWPOU. & EMAEYUEVA ONUELA TOTTOBETA-
BnKe XauUNAn TIEPLOXOIVION, WOTE Vd TIPOOTATEVOEL 1] Va
ATTOKAEIOEL TNV £0080 - KIVNOoN TWV ETTIOKETTTWV.

H mmpootaoia Kat N arnmokataoTtach TwV UVNHEIWY TOL XW-
POL LTTNPEE BAGIKN TIPOTEPAOTATA TOL £PYOL. APLOAO-
YAUATA KAl LKPOOTEPEWOELG TWV AIBOSOUWY TTPAYUATO-
TToONKaV og EMAEYHEVA THAHATA, WOTE AMOKATAOTA-
B0oLV PBOPEC. TTIC AIBOLOEG TOL KEVTPIKOL KTNPIOL, OTTOL
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formations of the natural rock just inside the entrance of
the gate. This ramp can be used by persons with special
needs, provided they are assisted by an attendant or
guard on site. Thus, persons with special needs have ac-
cess to the areas up to the western complex (courtyard)
of the archaeological site. The architectural form of the
Nekromanteion complex constitutes a clearly demarcat-
ed space. The main route is demarcated along its entire
length by the walls, either of the rooms of the courtyard
in the western complex or of the corridors of the central
building in the eastern complex. In general, the main
route begins at the entrance of the archaeological site
and the visitor gathering and information area next to the
guard post. From there it leads to the western complex
through the gate of the outer enclosure, and after that to
the eastern complex. The exit is possible through the ot-
toman residence koulia that constitutes an exhibition
area. The top surface of the route has been overlaid with
crushed material that matches the colour of the site’s
building material, forming a uniform, smooth surface and
providing better drainage for the site. Selected points
are roped off to protect or prevent the entry-movement
of visitors.

The project’s main priority was to protect and restore the
monuments in the archaeological site. Jointing and
small-scale fixing of the stonework was carried out on se-
lected sections in order to restore any damage. Metal
protective shelters were placed over the rooms in the
central building, where ceramic pithoi, millstones and a
marble basin were exposed to weather conditions. The
restoration and new use of the Ottoman residence (kou-
lia) constituted an independent part of the projéct, as the
building has been fully restored to resemble its original



Bplokovtav in situ KEpAUKOLTTIOOL, LUAGAIBOL KAL LAPHAPL-
VN ASKAVN EKTEBEIUEVA OTIG KAIPIKEG OLVONKEG, TOTTOOE-
TNONKaV PETAAIKA OTEYAOTPA TTIpooTaociac. H arokata-
OTAON KAl VEA XPNoN TNG 0OWHAVIKNG KATOIKIAG (KOLALA)
ATTOTEAEOE OLOIAOTIKA £VA AUTOTEAEG TUALA TOL £PYOU,
KABWC TO KTAPLO ATTOKATACTAONKE TTANPWCE KATA TO SU-
VATOV TTIO KOVTA OTNV APXIKT] TOL LOPQT) KAl OTEYATEL EK-
B0 EMOTTTIKOL LAIKOU Kl TTOAUHECIKEG EPAPOYEC.

TENog, MapaAAnAd LE TIG EPYACIEC TIESIOL Kal TTPOCTaA-
olag TwV PVNUEIWY, KATa TN SIAPKELA TOL £PYOL TTIPAY-
paTorronenkav OAsG oL ArapaitnNTEG EPYACIEC apXalo-

AOVYIKNG EPELVAC KAl TEKUNPLWONG, OTTWGE SIEPELVNTIKEG
; AVACKAPIKEC EPYAOIEG, To;'roypd(pr]or] Kl OXEBIAOTIKA
AMTOTUTIWON TWV UVAUEIWY, KABNUEPIVH PWTOYPAPIKA
TEKUNPIWON TWV EPYACIWY TTESIOL KAl TEAIKN PWTOYPA-
- (PNoN - AEPOPWTOYPAPNON TwV V0 Xwpwv. OAa Ta
TIAPATTAVW CLUTTANPWOAV TNV APXAIOAOYIKT TEKUNPIW-
on TWV 80O APXALOAOYIKWV XWPWV, KAl TTAPAAANAA XpN-
OlLOTTOINONKAV OTO E£VTUTIO 08NyO AN Kdal TO AOLTo

EVNUEPWTIKO LAIKO (EVTUTTQ, TTIIVAKISEC KATT.).

form, as far as possible, and it currently houses an exhibi-
tion of posters and multimedia applications.

- Lastly, in parallel with the fieldwork and protection of the

monuments, all the necessary archaeological research * ;
and documentation work was carried out during the proj-
ect. Such work includes excavations,. surveying and
drawing of monuments, daily photographic documenta-
tion of fieldwork and the final photographing / aerial pho-
tographing of the two sites. All of the above complement-
ed the archaeological documentation of the two archae-
ological sites, and were also used in the printed guide
and other information material (leaflets, signs, etc.).

Nekpopavteio.

KoUAwa kat petapulavtivog mepiBorog
TIPLV KAl HETA TIG EPYAGIEG ATTOKATACTACNG
Nekromanteion.

Koulia and post byzantine enclosure
before and after the restoration works

o



TuvTnpnon mMOWV Kal EL8IKWVY EVLPNHATWY
Atovuoia ZtapatomobAou, Kwvotavtivog Aaurmag,
Itépavog Xpnotidng

Conservation of pithoi and special finds
Dionysia Stamatopoulou, Konstantinos Lampas,
Stefanos Christidis

SNHAVTIKO HEPOC TOL £PYOL TNG AVASEIENG TWV cichuo-
AOYIKWY Xwpwv Touv Nekpopavteiou kat Tng Epupag
ATTOTEAECE N CLVTAPENON TWV THBWV KAl TWV EIBIKWY EL-
PNUATWY TToL TIPoEKLIAV AT TIC EPYACIEC OTOULG XW-
POULG. EKTTOVABNKAV KON TPELG AVTIOTOIXESG MEAETEG KAl
TTpaypatorondnkav eMeUBACELS CLUVTNPNONG OTA ETTl-
XPlopATA TOL ECWTEPIKOL TNG KOUVALAG, OTOUG HUAOAL-
Boug tou Nekpopavteiov, og pAPUAPWVN AEKAVN TTOL

BPEBNKE OTNV AVATOAIKI TTTEPLYA TOU KEVTPIKOU KTNPI-
: 0V, O THAMATA TOL TEXOLCS TOL AABLPEIWVOOUL, GTNV LTTO-
Yela aiBouvoa kat Ormov aAoL XPEIACTNKE N TTApERBaon
OULVTNPNTWV.

e ONO TOV APXAOAOYIKO Xwpo ToL NEeKpouavreiov
UTTPEXAV  SlACTIAPTA BPAVCUATA KEPAUIKWY TTOWV,
WOTOCO O HEYAAUTEPOG OYKOG TOUG OLYKEVTPWVOTAV
OTOUC TPELG XWPOULE TNG AVATOAIKNG TITEPLUYAC KAl OTOUG
800 TNG BUTIKAC TITEPLYAG TOL KEVTPIKOL KTNPIOL. XTI
aiBovoeg, ekTOG armd Ta BpavopaTa, LTTPEXAV KAl TTIBoL
AVATAYUEVOL ATTO TIAAAIOTEPEG EPYACIEG CLVTNPNONG.
Oplopévol armd autoLE cLVTNPARBNKAV in Situ, EVW KATTOL-
Ol ATTOKOAAARBNKAV AOYW AOTOXIAC TWV LAIKWV TTOL EiXaV
XpPnoloron8sl maAalotepa. STIG in Situ MEUPRAOELS, Ol
£PYAOCIEC TTOL EAaBaV WP APoPOoLOAV ToV KABAPIoHO
TWV TIOWV Kal TNV EMAVAcLYKOANoN ‘XaAapd’ ToTtoOs-
TNUEVWY BPAVOHATWV.

Ta 8paloHaTA TWY KATAKEPUATIOUEVWY TTIBWV, KABWG

Kal ALTA TWV TTIBWV TTOL ATTOCLVAPLIOAOYNBNKAY, TIEPL-
OLMEXBNKavV Kat aptdpunénkav avd Bson kat aibovoa.
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An important part of the project of the enhancement of the
archaeological sites of Nekromanteion and Ephyra was the
conservation of the pithoi and special findings from the
works carried out on these sites. In the meanwhile three
studies were conducted and conservation interventions
took place on the coatings on the interior of the koulia, on
the millstones of the Nekromanteion, on a marble basin
found in the eastern wing of the central building, on sec-
tions of the labyrinth wall, in the underground hall and wher-
ever else the intervention of conservators was required.

Throughout the archaeological site of the Nekroman-
teion, there were scattered fragments of ceramic pithoi,
however the bulk of these was gathered in three rooms
of the eastern wing and in the two rooms of the western
wing of the central building. In addition to the fragments,
pithoi that had been reset during previous conservation

Epyaoisg kaBapiopol mibwv oto Xwpo / Conservation of the pithoi in situ



Apxikn katdotaon Siatipnong mibwv / The pithoi before the conservation  EmavatomoB£tnon KAt mpooTacia mewv Kat ASKAVNG HETA TO TTEPAG TWV
gpyaowwv / Replacing and protection of the pithoi and the basin after the
conservation works

e TR

Lk




Ev ouvexeia HETAPEPOBNKAV OE OTEYACUEVO XWPO, OTTOU
akoAoLBnaoav ol TTAPAKATW ETERPRACELC CLVTNPENONG:
KABAPIOHOG (XNHIKOG KAl LNXAVIKOG), ApaAaTtwon, avd-
TAgn, OTEPEWON OTTOL KPIBNKE amapaitnTo. MeTa to TTe-
PAC TWV avatdgewy oL TTIBoL HETAPEPONKAV Tur]Llarle
OTIG aiBouoeg, OTToL EYIVE N TENIKN CLYKOAANGH TOUG
OTIG BE0EIC OTIG OTTOIEG BPEBNKAV.

Ta 181KA ELPAKATA TTOL NPBAV TNV ETTIPAVELA LETA ATTO
€MEUBACEIG OTOLC SUO APXAIOAOYIKOLG XWPOULE TTOIKI-
AOLV OO0V APOPA TO LAIKO, KABWIG TIPOKELTAL YIA KEPALL-
KA, LETANIKA, ABlva, 00TEWVA Kal YOAAVA AVTIKEIUEVA. H
: OLVTAPNON TOLC TTIPAYHATOTIONONKE OTO EPYACTAPLO CL-
VTNPNONG TOL APXAIOAOYIKOL povoeiou NikoToAnc. Kabs
£€va aro Tad ELPEMAUATA AVTILETWITIOTNKE EEXWPLOTA AVa-
AOYWG LE TNV KATACTACN SlATAPNONG KAl TO LAIKO TOU.

Mptv arto oTToladNTTOTE EMEURACH EYIVE LAKPOOKOTTIKI-
I KAl WKPOOKOTTIKH- TIAPATAPNON KAl TEKUNPIWoN TWV
HOPMWV SlARPWONG Kal TNG KATaoTtacone dlatnpnong
TOL €LPAMATOC. KATOTTV TTPAYUATOTIOINONKAV Ol EKA-
OTOTE AVAYKAIEG EPYACIEC CLVTAPNONG, TTOL APOPOLV
OTAd1a OTTWE 0 KABAPIOHOC, N APAAATWON, OTEPEWON,
alodnTikn arrokatdotaocn. TEAOG €ylve N AmmoBnKeLvon
TOU EVLPMHATOG OE KATAAMNAEC CUVONKEC OTIC ATTOBNKEG
TOL povosio NIKOTTIOANG, APOL ATTOTUTTWONKE (PUITO-
YPAPIKA HETA TO TTEPAC TWV ETTEUBACEWV.
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works were also found in the halls. Some of them were
conserved in situ, while others became detached on ac-
count of the wrong materials used in the past. The in situ
interventions involved the cleaning of pithoi and the re-
setting of ‘loosely’ set fragments.

The fragments of shattered pithoi, as well as those of
pithoi that were disassembled, were collected and hum-
bered by position and hall. They were then transferred to
anindoor space, where the following-conservation inter-
ventions were carried out: cleaning (chemical and me-
chanical), desalination, resetting and fixing, where nec-
essary. Once resetting had been completed, the pithoi
were transferred in sections to the halls where they were
finally attached in the positions in which they were found.

The special finds that came to light following interven-
tions in the two archaeological sites vary in terms of the
materials, as findings include objects made of clay, met-
al, stone, bones and glass. The conservation of these ob-
jects was carried out in the conservation laboratory of
the archaeological museum of Nikopolis. All of the finds
were treated differently depending on their state of
preservation and material.

Prior to each intervention: a macroscopic and/or micro-
scopic observation and documentation of the form of
corrosion and state of preservation of each find was car-
ried out. Thereafter, all necessary conservation works
were carried out, involving stages such as cleaning, de-
salination, fixing and aesthetic restoration. Lastly, the
finds were stored in suitable conditions in the storage fa-
cilities of the museum of Nikopolis, after béing pho-
tographed at the end of the interventions.



ArroKataoTacn tneg 00WHAVIKNG
Katolkiag (kovAia)
Xpuoaven lwakesipidou, KaAAotn Koutooton

Reconstruction of the Ottoman
residence (koulia)
Chrysanthi loakeimidou, Kalliope Koutsotoli

>To TTAQIOIO TOL £PYOUL TNEG AVABEIENG TOL APXALOAOYI-
KOUL XWPOL TOL NEKPOUAVTEIOL TTPAYLATOTION)ONKE OEL-
PA EPYACLWY, TTOL OTOXO EXAV TNV ATTOKATACTACH TOL
OTATIKOV (POPEA KAl TWV LOPPOAOYIKWY OTOIKEIWV TNG
KOUALAG, OXUPNG OLKIAC TTOL OIKOSOUABNKE KATA TNV
0BwHavIKA TIEPioS0 TTAVW OTA EPEITIA TOL APXAIOL KTN-
pLaKOL CLYKPOTNHATOG ToL NekpopavTeiou.

0L KOULALEG (TTUPYOL, rrapclT_r]pr]Tr']pla) armoteAoLV Xapa-
" KTNPLOTIKO TUTTO KTNPIOL, KLPIWG TNG TIEPLOXAG TTOU
EKTEIVETAL ATTO TOV TTOTAUO AXEPOVTA EWCE TN VOTIA AA-
Bavia. H koUAla Tou NEKPOUAVTEIOL Elval 0POOYWVIKNG
- KAToyng Kal avarmtvoosTal o 8V0 eMieda, TO ICOYELO

AvTikn 6N KoLALaG

UETA TIG EPYACIEC

The west side of the koulia
after the restoration

In the framework of the enhancement of the archaeologi- * .
cal site of Nekromanteion a series of works have been car-
ried out with the aim of restoring the static load-bearing
structure and morphological elements of the koulia, a for-
tified residence built during the Ottoman period on the ru-
ins of the-ancient building complex of the Nekromanteion.

A Koulia (tower, lookout post) constitutes a characteristic
type of building, especially in the region extending from the
Acheron River to southern Albania. The koulia of the
Nekromanteion has a rectangular floor plan and unfolds on
two levels, the ground floor and the first floor. The ground
floor, known as the achouri, was an auxiliary area that was




Kal TOV 0pOoPO. TO IOOYELO, TO AEYOUEVO «aX0oLPL», HTAV
XWPOC BonNBNTIKAG XPNong Kal TMpooplloTay, Kuplwg,
yia ta wa. O 6poPpoc amoTEA0VOE TOV KUPLO XWPOo Sia-
Blwong, ATAV LoOVOXWPEOG KAl Ot TOIXOL TOL NTAV EMXPL-
OUEVOL. T€ EMAPN HE TOV VOTIO TOIXO TOU Krnpiéu Bpi-
OKETAL TTLPYIOKOG, O oroiog eival Batodg povo amo N
OTABUN TOL OPOPOL. TTO AVWTIEPO ETIIMTESO TOL TTLP-
YOU, OTO OTTOI0 AVERAIVEL KAVEIG HECW KATATTAKTAG, OW-
Zovtal ETTAAEELG YEYOVOG TTOL SNAWVEL TOV AUUVTIKO TOL
XAPAKTNPA.

To KTNPLO EIVAL KATACKELACEVO EE OAOKANPOUL ATTO ABI-
vn, ELNOSETN TOolKOTTOlA, N OTTola SIANOPPUIVETAL ATTO
adpd Aagsupugvoug AiBoug pe Aiya Bpavopata TAVewyY
KAl KEPAUWY, EVW ETTILEAWG AaEgupévol AiBotL Xpnotuo-
TTOLOVVTAL OTIG YWVIEG TOL KAl OTNV TIEPIETPO TWV AVOLly-
HATWV. H otkia 81aBETel onuavtikd apdpd avorypudtwy
OTOV 6pOPO, AAAA eAAXIOTA OTO 10OYElD. OooV apopda
OTOV TTUPYIOKO, TIAPATNPEITAL AVOLYHA HE KEKALEVN TTO-
814 amod YEoA TTIPOG TA £EW), £V EIBEL ATTOXETELONG, TTOL TTI-
OTOTIOIEl OTL XPNOIUEVE KAl WG ATTOXWPNTAPLO.

H mpbéoBacn oto I0OYEI0 TTPAYUATOTOLEITAL SIANECOU
£100800, TTOL BploKETAl 0T BOPEIA TTASLPA TOL KTNPI-
ou, £Ew aro Tov TIEPIBOAO ToL povaotnelov. H mpooBa-
on oTov OPOPO NTAV EPIKTN EITE AMO AVATOAIKA, OE
OTABUN (8la HE AVTH TOL YEITOVIKOU VAIOKOUL, O OTTOl0G
EXEL AVEYEPOEL EMI TWV TOLKOTTOWWY TOU EANNVICTIKOV
KTNPIOU, £iTE armd BOPELA, HEOW KAIAKAG, [XVN TNG OTTol-
ag dev KateoTn duvato va evTomoToLy. O oNUAVTIKOG
APIBLOCG TLPEKIOBLPISWY OTO IOOYELD, OTOV OPOPO KAl
oTOV TTUPYO, Ol BVO KATAXVOTPEG OTN BOPELA KAl TN VO-

Tia TTAELPA KABWC KaL Ol EMTAAEELC TOU TTUPYOU, EVIOXV-
vV TOV QUULVTIKO XAPAKTAPA TNG OIKIAG.
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mainly intended for animals. The first floor was the main liv-
ing area, which consisted of a single space whose walls
were plastered. Bordering on the southern wall of the build-
ing is a turret, which can only be accessed from the level of
the first floor. On the upper level of the tower, which can be
reachedthrough a hatch, battlements have been salvaged,
which indicate the defensive nature of the structure.

The building is entirely made of stone and timber mason-
ry, which is shaped by roughly hewn stones and some
fragments of bricks and tiles, while ashlars are used in its
corners and on the perimeter of the openings. The resi-
dence has a significant number of openings on the first
floor, and only a few on the ground floor. As regards the
turret, an opening has been observed with a sloping sill
from the inside towards the outside, in the form of a drain,
which indicates that it was used as toilet.

AuTIKR 0N KOLALAG TPV TIG EPYACIEG
The west side of the koulia before the restoration




N£a oTolxeia, Ta omoia TTPogkLYPAV Ao TIG EPYACIES
ATTOKATACTAOCNG, TOV EVTOTIIOUO KAl TN LEAETN AVTIOTOL-
XWV KTNPIwV oTnV sLPLTEPN TIEPLOXT KABWE Kal TN Bi-
BALOYpAPIKN EpELVA, 08NYNOCAV OTOV EMTAVACXESIACHO
NG APXIKAG TTPOTACNG armokatdoTaonc. Ot LEAETEC Av-
TEC TIEPIEAGUBAVAV TOV ETTAVACXESIAOUO TNG OTEYNG,
TOL BaAMESOL TOL OPOPOUL, TOL SATESOL ToL TTVPYOU,
TWV HOPPOAOYIKWY OTOLXEIWV TOUL KTNPLOL KAL TEAOC TN
XApa&n EoWTEPIKAG KALaKAG. Emmpoodsta, mpotddn-
KE N ASITOLEYIA TOL KTNPIOL WG HOVOELOL, OTTOL OTO
HEV loOYEl0 Ba TTapovoIAdeTal N loTopia TNG Epguvag
OTOV APXCALOAOYIKO XWPO, CTOV &€ 0POPO BA TTAPOLOLA-
- Cetaun oxLpEn Katokia svr_ayuévr] OTO IOTOPLKO KAl XW-
PIKO TNG TTAALCLO.

Ol gpyacieg mpaypatormondnkav oL@V UE Tn Baot-
' KN apxn TNG ArroKATAcTACNC TTOL AKOAOLBNBNKE yla TO

The ground floor can be accessed from the entrance on
the northern side of the building, outside the monastery’s
yard. Access to the first floor was possible either from the

+ east, on the same level as that of the neighbouring

chapel, which was erected on the masonry of the Hel- * /
lenistic building, or from the north via a staircase, ofwhich_
notraces have been found. The significant number of em-
brasures on the ground floor, first floor and tower, the two
murder holes on the northern and southern sides, as well
as the battlements of the tower all underline the defen-
sive nature of the residence.

New information that has arisen from restoration work, the
identification and study of similar buildings in the wider
area, as well as literary research, have led to the restruc-
turing of the initial restoration proposal. These studies in-
cluded the redesign of the roof, the floor of the first level,

KoUMAwa. To 1o6YELo Kat n veéa okaAa avodou otov 6popo/ Koulia. The ground floor and the new interior staircase




oLVOAO TOUL KTNPiov, N ottola TTepleAauBave tn diatnpn-
on, 600 TO SLVATOV, TTEPICOOTEPWY LYEIWV OTOIKEIWY
TNC APXIKNG KATACKELNG TOL, WOTE VA YIVEL AVTIANTTTH N
APXLKN TOL HOPPN. APXIKA, EVIOXLONKAV, OTEPEWONKAV
KAl AVAKTHONKAv THANATA TNE TOLXOTTOLAC TOU K'.EI‘]p[OU
TOOO OTO IOOYELO, 000 KAl GTOV OPOPO Kal Tov mopyo. To
LOOYELO, KABWG NTAV BoNBNTIKOC XWPOC TOL KTNPIOL yla
TNV ATTOBNKELON TTPOIOVTWV KAt TN StaBiwon Twv CWwV,
armob066nKe oTNV TEAIKI TOL LOPPN TIIO AdpA, HUE EUPA-
v TN AlBoSopr) Tou.

the floor of the tower and the morphological elements of
the building and, lastly, the demarcation of the interior
staircase. Moreover, it was proposed that the building
should function as a museum, in which the ground floor
would be used to present the story of the exploration of

' the archaeological site, and the first floor would present

the fortified residence in its wider historical context.

The works were carried out in accordance with the basic

restoration principle that was applied te the entire building,

0 6poog TG KoLAAG HETA TIG epyacieg / The first floor of the koulia after the restoration
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A6 TNV AAAN 0 OPOPOC, WE 0 KLPIWCE XWPOGS Slapiw-
ongG, armod00nkKe 1o smpueAnueva. Ot Tolxol EMmYPLoTn-
KAV, AQVAKATAOKELACTNKAV TA KOLPWUATA, XAPAXTNKE
KAl KATAOKELAOTNKE VEA OTEYN. KaBwg otnv apxikn
TOULG HOPMPN TA KTHPLA ALTOL TOL TUTTOL &gV SlEBsTAV
TCAUAIKLA, TA KOLPUWHATA TOL 0POPOL ATTOKATACTA-
BnNKav UE TETOLO TPOTIO, WOTE ECWTEPIKA VA BAETTEL KA-
VEIG Ta «okoLpa» (mavtdoLpld) Twv TapadLpwy. Erm-
TA£0V, TOTTOBETHONKAV VEEG BUPEC, OTIC OE0EIG TTOL
EVTOTIIOTNKAV avTioTolXa avolypatda, BOpELa Katl avato-
AIKA. Z€ CLUPWVIA PE TA BESOUEVA TNC EMITOTTIAG EPEL-
VagG O€ KTNPLA aLTOL TOL TUTIOL N VEA OTEYN EMTAVACXE-

BlA0TNKE, WOTE Va elval ECWTEPIKA EUPAVAG O KATA-
: OKEVLACKEVOC LIE EAAXIOTA IsrrsEspyaouévouc KOPHOUG
B5EVEpwWV OKEAETOG TNG. ETtiong, To 6&rmedo Tov 0pdpouv
AVOKATAOKELAOTNKE BACEL TWV OTOLXEIWV TTOL TIPOE-
- Kuav aro TIG EPYACIEC OTNV TOIKOTIOLA KAl ALTWY TTOU
OLAAEXONKAV ATTO TNV EMITOTIA EPELVA. STOV TTUPYO, TO
8AMEd0 TOL OPOPOL KATACKEVACTNKE UE TETOLO TPO-
1O, WOTE HECW S1APAVOL AVOIYUATOG VA EIVAL EHPAVEG
TO AVOLlyLa TNG ATTOXETELONG OTOV VOTIO TOLXO TOUL KTN-
PIlOL, EVW KATAOKELAOTNKE €K VEOL KAl TO TTATAPL TTOL
0dnyel oto eMimedo Twv eMAAEEWV. EmmAgov, n evtagn
TNG KOVALAG OTNV eviaia KUKAIKA Sladpopn TTEpyNong
OTOV APXAIOAOYIKO XWPO, ETERAAE TNV KATAOKELN
SOWTEPIKNG KAILAKAC OTO KTNPLOo, N orola armovaoials
OTNV APXIK TOL HOP®H, SIAUECOL TNC OTTOIAG OAOKAN-
; PWVETAL N ETTAPA TOL s'rr'l'oxénrr] LLE TO KTNPIOKG OL-
yKpOTNua Tou Nekpopavtesiov.

which included the conservation of as many ofthe healthy
elements of its initial structure as possible, so as to make its
initial form discernible. Initially, sections of the building’s

 masonry on the ground floor, first floor and tower were re-

inforced, fastened and recovered. The ground floor, being * ;
an auxiliary area of the building which was used to store
products and keep animals, was rendered more roughly in
its final form, clearly exposing its stonework. On the other
hand, a more meticulous job was done on the first floor,
which served as the main living area. The walls were plas-
tered, the window and door frames were rebuilt,and a new
roof was plotted and constructed. Although in their initial
form the buildings coming under this type did not have win-
dowpanes, the window frames on the first floor were re-
stored in such a way that one can see the window “shut-
ters” from the inside. Additionally, new doors were in-
stalled in the corresponding openings that were detected

« inthe north and east. In line with the data resulting from the

field research conducted on buildings of this type, the new
roof was redesigned so that its frame, which is made of
minimally worked logs, can be visible from the inside. Also,
the floor on the first storey was rebuilt based on the infor-
mation acquired from the works carried out on the mason-
ry, as well as the information gathered from the field re-
search. In the tower, the floor on the first storey was con-
structed in such a way that the opening of the drain on the
southern wall of the building can be seen through a trans-
parent opening. Also,the loft leading to the level of the bat-
tlements was reconstructed. Furthermore, the integration
ofthe koulia into the uniform circular tour route through the
archaeological site required the construction of an interior
staircase in the building, which was absent in its initial form,

" and which completes the visitors’ encounter with the build-

ing complex of the Nekromanteion.
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0 €KOEGLAKOC XWPOC
NG 0OWHAVIKAG KaTotKiag (KouAlac)
ABnva Kwvotavtakn, ABnva MmouZdkn

The exhibition
at the Ottoman residence (koulia)
Athina Konstantaki, Athina Bouzaki

STO ECWTEPIKO TNC KOLALAG SIAHOPPUWONKE, OL')L:l(p(.UVCI
LIE EYKEKPIUEVN LOVCEIOAOYIKN - LOUCELOYPAPIKN UENE-
TN, EKBECIAKOG XWPOC SIapOPWHEVOC 0 V0 SIAKPITEG
EVOTNTEG, OTOV OPOPO KAl TO IOOYELD. TTOV OPOPO TTA-
POLOIACETAL N OXLPN KATOIKIA EVTAYUEVN OTO EVLPUVTEPO
XWPIKO Kal LoTOPIKO TAAiGLo. Ot TTANPOPpOPIEG OPYaAVW-
VOVTAL OE TECOEPIG ETTUEPOLE BEUATIKEG EVOTNTEG, OTIG
oTTolEG TTApoLGIAZoVTdL N TTEPLOXH ToL Pavapiov KATA
Tov 190 alwva, oXUPEC KATOIKIEG OTNV ELPVLTEPN TTEPLO-
: XN KALEV CLVEXEIQ N OXLPN KATOIKIA ToL NEKPOHAVTEIOL
Kal N kadnuepvr) wn os avtn. Na tn HeTadoon Twv
EMEPOLC TTANPOPOPLV EMAEXONKAV ATTAA EPUNVELTI-
KA UEOA, KLUPIWEG ETTOTTTIKO LAIKO, OTIWC XAPTEC, YKPA-
BoUpPEG, TTAAIEG PWTOYPAPIES KAl OXESLA, TTAAICIWHEVA
aré cLVTOUA KAl TIEPIEKTIKA ETTEENYNUATIKA KEILEVA.

To 16OYELO SIAHOPPUBNKE KATAAMNAG, WOTE VA AELTOLP-
YAOEL WG KEVTPO TANPOPOPNONG TWV ETTIOKEMTWY KAl
EVAAAKTIKA WG XWPOE SIEEAYWYNG EKTTABEVTIKWY TTPO-
YPAUUATWY. H opyavwon Twv TTANPOPOPIWY EYIVE O
TPEIC EMUEPOLE OEUATIKEG EVOTNTEG, HIE ELPACH OTO XPO-
VIKO TWV AVAOKAPWY 0ToV AOpO ToL Ayiou lwavvn Kai To
£PYO0 AVASEIENC TOL APXAUOAOYIKOD XWPOL ToL NEKPOUA-
vteiov. A ™ HETAS00N TWV EMUEPOLE TTANPOP ORIV
XPNOILOTIOINONKE EMOTTTIKO LAIKO, OTTWG TTAAIEC (PWTO-
YPAPIEG, XAPTEC, ATTOKOUUATA EPNUEPIBWY Kal oXEdLaA.
Ertiong, os 080vn TNAs6pacnc LYNANG EVKPIVELAS TTPO-
BaMovTal BIVTED HIKPAC SIAPKELAC, WOTE VA 50800V 0TOV
ETTIOKETTTN EMIMAEOV TTANPOMOPIES YIA TOV APXALOAOYIKO
XWPO ToL NEKPOUAVTEIOV, EVW UE KATANNAN EPAPLOYN
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On the interior of the koulia, an exhibition space was
arranged in two distinct sections, the first floor and
ground floor, in accordance with an approved museolog-
ical-museographic study. The first floor presents the for-
tified residence incorporated into the wider spatial and
historical context . The information is-organised into four
separate thematic units, which present the Fanari area in
the 19th century, fortified residences in the wider region,
the fortified residence of the Nekromanteion and every-
day life therein. Simple explanatory tools were selected
to disseminate each piece of information, mainly teach-
ing aids such as maps, prints, old photographs and
sketches, all accompanied by brief and comprehensive
texts.

The ground floor was arranged in such a way as to serve
as an information centre for visitors and, alternatively, as
an area for hosting educational programmes. The infor-
mation was organised into three separate thematic units,
placing emphasis on the timeline of the excavations on
the hill of Agios loannis and the project for the enhance-
ment of the archaeological site of the Nekromanteion.
Teaching aids were used to convey the different pieces
of information, such as old photographs, maps, newspa-

-

per clippings and sketches. Also, short videos are . .

screened on a high-resolution television screen so that
visitors can obtain further information on the archaeolog-
ical site of the Nekromanteion, while there is also a suit-
able touch-screen application providing information on
the antiquities in the wider area.



H EYPYTEPH NEPIOXH THE WIDER AREA
TOY ®ANAPIOY OF PHANARI DURING
KATA TON 130 AINDNA THE 19th CENTURY
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og Pneiakn 08ovn agng (touch screen) divovtat TTANPO-
(POPIEG YIA TIG APXAIOTATEG TNG ELPVTEPNG TIEPLOXNG.

Baolkn apxn TG HOLOEIOYPAPIKAG TTPOTACNG Elval va
AVASEIXTEI WC EKBEUA TO (610 TO KTAPLO TNG KOLALAG. S TO
oOVOAO TNG, N €kBson Sgv MepAAUBAVEL EKBENATA KAl
" 1a EPUNVEUTIKA LECA TNG TOTTOOETABNKAY OE KATACKEL-
£¢C Ao LAIKA Slagpavr] Kal avalappa, WOTE va HEVEL
QAVEUTTOSIOTN N CUVOAIKN ETTOTTTEI KABE 0POPOU.

Ta LAIKA TWV KATACKELWY ETTAEXTNKAV £TOL WOTE Vd
TAPLAouV HOPPOAOYIKA UE TA LAIKA TNG KOLALAG, Kal
TALTOXPOVA VA KABIOTOLV EEKABAPO OTL ATTOTEAOLV A
oLYXPOVN KATACOKELN Yld VA PNV TIPOKAAOLV cLyXLon
OTOV E£TTIOKETTN. OAEG Ol KATAOKEVEG EYIVAV LIE ATTEL-
Belac eKTLTIWON TOL EMOTTIKOL LAIKOU 0E TAEELYKAAG
Kal OESIBWHEVEC AAUAPIVEG, Ol OTTOIEG TTPOCOUOLACOLV
XPWHATIKA OTOV XAAKO -UAIKO KUPIAPXO OTA AVTIKEIUE-
va NG Kadnuepvhg Cwng tTNe EMOXAE TNES KOLALAC.

OMAEC Ol KATAOKEVEG OTEPEWBNKAV EITE UE ATTOOTATEG
OTOUG TOIXOUG, O GNUEla pe cLYXPOVO TiXPLlopa, EITE
IE CLPUATOCXOWVO AVAPTNIEVO ATTO TNV OPOPH KAl TO
8armedo e evtatnpeg. KOplo HeANUa TNG HEAETNG ATAV
N OTEPEWON TWV KATACKELWVY VA YIVETAL OE ATTOKATE-
oTNUéva OToIKEld TOL KTNPIOL KAl XL OE HOPPOAOYIKA
OTOIKEIA TNG TTEPLOSOL XPAONG TOVL.
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The basic principle of the museographic proposal is to
promote the actual building of the koulia as an exhibit.
Overall, the exhibition does not include exhibits and its
explanatory tools have been placed in constructions
made of transparent and light materials so as not to ob-

struct the overall view of every floor.

The materials ofthe constructions were selected in order
to match - in terms of morphology - the materials of the
koulia, and at the same time they make it clear that they
are contemporary constructions so as to avoid confusing
the visitor. All constructions were made by directly print-
ing on plexiglass and oxidised plates, which blend in with
the colour of copper, the dominant material found on the
objects of everyday use at the time of the koulia.

All constructions were mounted on the walls with the use
of spacers in parts that were recently plastered, or were
suspended from the roof with steel wire, or were fixed to
the floor with the use of stretching screws. The first prior-
ity of the study was to mount the constructions on re-

stored elements of the building and not on morphologi- . .

cal elements from the time of its use.
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